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BIONOMICAL MARS - - FLORA, FAUNA and FLARES!: "Scientists today are exceed­
ingly closemouthed when it comes to admitting the existence of living organisms on 
the other planets . 11 

In quoting from Dr. R. S . Richardson's excellent book, Exploring Mars we don't 
have to look far for supporting testimony. Dr. Otto Struve, of Leuschner Obser­
vatory, writing Life on Other Worlds for Sky & Telescop.,!;_, admits: " When I start-
ed working on this article I intended to use the title Astro-Biology. But the time 
is probably not yet ripe to recognize such a completely new discipline within the 
framework of astronomy. The basic facts of the origin of life on earth are still 
vague and uncertain: and our knowledge of the physical conditions on Venus and Mars 
is insufficient to give us a re1iable background for answering the question: Does 
life exist on these planets, or has it existed in the past? 11 Prior to writing his article, 
Dr. Struve said, circa April, 1952, 11 At all times there are phenomena in the uni­
verse that scientists cannot explain, 1 1 and added •"There's no proof the flying saucers 
are coming from Mars ... 1 1 

Note Struve's use of the word, 11 proof11
• Now let's examine a statement made by 

the Air Force in their official release of 1954, 11 The Air Force would like to state 
that no evidence has been received which would tend to indicate that the U.S. is 
being observed by machines from outer space. 11 Here we note they carefully use 
the phrase, "would like to state . . . 11 Hence, we see that very little or nothing is 
left to speculation, and that which is speculative, i s denied until absolute proof can 
be ascertained. 

MAR TIAN 11 FER TILITY 11
: It is under these rigors of reasoning that we start our 

bionomical survey of Mars. As reported in the December Newsletter, Dr. E . C . 
Slipher returned from Bloemfontein with 20, 000 photographs, declaring, "Mars is 
alive. 11 He said, 11 It has to be. If things did not grow there, changing with the 
seasons, dust from the deserts of Mars would have settled long ago over its entire 
face. The planet would all be one color. 11 The Mars Committee , headed by Slipher, 
said the photos showed 11 great blue-green markings" and that "the polar caps g l eam­
ed white, frost areas appear, clouds and dust storms swirl across the surface- -
and, at least two new canals, faint and hazy, were photographed for the first time. 11 

Dr. Slipher also doubted that there was any animal life on Mars similar to the earth's 
because the planet had little oxygen and less water. The pictures also showed "oases" 
which changed color, grew and shrunk with the seasons. He found markings--where 
it was spring on Mars- -which were b r oader and more intense in color than any he 
has seen before in 50 years of observation. For this Dr. Slipher said, "This last 
year must have been a very good and fertile year on Mars. 11 

Slipher's work is confirmed by the findings made by Mt. Wilson's 60-inch and 100-
inch telescopes. In a letter received recently from Dr. R . S. Richardson of that 
Observatory the writer was told: 11 There was a large new region developed on the 
planet which was of a greenish tint like the other maria. The most natural expla­
nation is that it is some sort of plant growth. Biologist seem to think it is likely 
that vegetation grows on Mars. But so far we have no evidence for animal life . 11 

EDITOR: Although Dr. Richardson uses the broad term, 11 vegetation 11
, which encom­

passes the low order of thallophytic plants, ie., molds, mildews, mushrooms, etc., 
we may be safe in assuming that such rhetorical connotations in "bule-green mark­
ings" and "greenish regions" and 1 1oases 11 suggests an omnipresence of richer plant 
life--plants of a much higher order found in the conifers and yews or perhaps an arc­
tic-type cycad. If the latter group, then it also seems within reason to assume that a 
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high order of animal life should thrive equally well- -or better! The editor also notes 
that almost without exception the authorities on Mars and its bionomics, believe that 
if an intelligence does exist on that planet, it would not follow the lineage of earth's 
homo sapiens nor would it remotely resemble man in appearance or in habits. In 
short the Martian may be an ogre or even a vegetable. 

MARTIAN INTELLIGENCE--ANIMAL OR VEGETABLE? : Dr. Fred L. Whipple, 
writing, Is There Life on Mars? in Colliers, had this to say on Martian bionomics 
last April--before the revealing Slipher and Richa·rdson p hot ograp hs: "Chances are 
that bacteria are the only type of animal life which could exist in the planet's oxy­
genless atmosphere. There also may be some sort of tough primitive plant life-­
perhaps lichens or mosses which pr.oduce their own oxygen and water. Such plants 
might explain the changing colors of the Martian seasons." Whipple concluded: "There's 
one other possibility. How can we say with absolute certainty that there isn't a dif­
ferent form of life existing on Mars--a kind of life that we know nothing about?" 

Dr. Richardson in Exploring Mars, says: 11 Whatever sort of life exists on Mars, it 
must have a certain relationship to its environment, or an ecology. " Here Richardson 
speculates on a new biochemistry, requiring only small or trace amounts of water. 
"If .. . these were at the foundation of Martian life, 11 Richardson says, ''there would 
be no longer any restriction on size and life forms ... Plants much larger than one 
millimeter might be found and animallike organisms possessing locomotion would 
not be out of the question. Even intelligence is conceivable .. . " In this line of theory 
Dr. Richardson believes that "water might act as a growth regulator instead of a 
primary solvent. 11 

We must quote one more irresistable passage from Exploring Mars, then suggest 
that you obtain the book for your research, remembering that it was written just 
prior to the photographs taken of Mars during the summer of 1954. Richardson 
being entirely logical says: "If the Martian vegetation consists of lichens, some -
thing must "eat" the lichens, either higher, less evident forms eat the lichens, or 
lower, more elemental ones break them down;and if higher forms exist, they too 
mu s t be subject to the decay brought about by the lower forms. If no decay takes 
place, the water and carbon dioxide will soon be depleted, and the corpses of 
Martian life will soon clutter the planet. It is tempting here to think of the higher 
forms as animal types, able to move about and feed upon the vegetation." 

INTELLIGENT LIFE PROBABLE BUT PRECARIOUS, SAYS ASTRONOMER: In 
preparing this issue, your writer asked a notable astronomer and mathematician for 
a statement on Mars. Preferring anonymity, here is his reply: ''Biologically, the 
more complex the nervous system, the more complex the unit which houses it- - at 
the same time the narrower the environment the organism can exist in. For example, 
some ger.ms can exist frozen and also temporarily, in boiling water. Tropical fish, 
considerably up the neural scale, exist only in a limited temperature range. Human 
beings, representing the peak of nature's nervous system achievement on this planet, 
take advantage of their intelligence to literally carry their highly limited environment 
along with them, as witnessed by bathospheres and pressurized airplane cabins. 

"l\/Jars presents a more rugged environment -using earth standards for comparison, we 
note: Mars has a tenuous but usable oxygen atmosphere, surface vegetation, and the 
all-important possession of water. The temperature extremes are greater than earth's­
and the myriad other details that form the integrated environment really makes it 
rough for an organism to gain dominance, even partly, over the Martian set-up. How­
ever, if we allow, hypothetically, the protein molecule to form and to develop in such 
a domain, the probability, although small, does exist that a form of intelligent life 
could develop on Mars, and ' gain a precarious hold, but never with the flourishing, 
teeming wave as on Earth. 
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THE UNEXPLAINABLE MAR TIAN FLARES: The first bright flare was observed on June 
4, 193 7 near Tithonius Lacus by the late Japanese astronomer, Sizuo Mayeda. Scintil­
lating like a star, it disappeared after about five minutes. For descriptions of the other 
two sightings we refer to an article prepared by Tsuneo Saheki, appearing in Sky & Tele­
scope (Feb.). We quote, in part, Mr. Saheki for what occurred December 8, 1951. "At 
21: 00 UT I saw a sharp, bright, glaring spot suddenly appear on Tithonius Lacu s. It was 
as brilliant as a six magnitude star- -decidedly brighter than the north polar cap- - and 
shone with scintillation for about five minutes. " 

"On July l, 1954, at 13:15 UT I saw Edom Promontorium suddenly brighten, but only about 
five seconds later it had faded back to its normal appearance ... The same night Ichiro 
Tasaka was observing Mars with a 12 1/2 inch reflector at Shinga City, about 110 kilo­
meters to the south, but he missed the strange phenomenon. He did specifically record 
that Edom Promontorium looked very bright. " 

To date. according to the article, only these three flares have been observed by mem­
bers of the Oriental Astronomical Association. Of interest, too, is the fact that no 
American astronomer has reported such observations. At this writing they are unex­
plained. Ruled out is the possibility that the flares were sunlight reflected from a water 
surface on Mars . Reflection from an ice-covered mountainside is free from that object­
ion, according to Saheki, but cannot explain the formation of a cloud just after the dis­
appearance of the light, as in 1951. A meteorite fall on Mars might produce both light 
and a cloud, but would not explain the flare's duration of five minutes recorded in 1937 
and 1951. Then reminiscent of the gag-line used to explain away "saucers" the article 
lists the fourth interpretation, thus: " ... rejected as unreasonable is an artificial ori­
gin, for this requires "Martians" of whose existence there is no s cientific evidence. 11 The 
remaining possibility, according to the article, is volcanic eruptions, and we quote, 
"These may explain the light and dust cloud formation. However, the observed dura­
tion of the light may be too short, and the probable scarcity of water on Mars may raise 
difficulties- -terrestrial volcanoes eject large quantitie s of steam. 11 

Astronomer, Dr. D. B. McLaughlin in commenting on Saheki's article, points out some 
striking factors which tend to rule out volcanism. We quote Dr. McLaughlin in part: 
~ .. The bright flares were of enormous intensity compared with any volcanic glare com­
pared on earth. It is questionable whether even the 200 inch telescope could show the 
fire-pit of Kilauea at the distance of Mars ... The ' fiery cloud 1 of Mt. Pelee (which de­
stroyed St. Pierre in 1902) was probably two kilometers in diameter and very hot, but 
not brilliantly glowing. Later clouds erupted by Pelee appeared dull by daylight. The 
fire-fountain of Vesuvius in 1779 might have been visible from the moon as a 5th or 6th 
magnitude star. From Mars it would have appeared to be of the 16th or 17th magnitude, 
at a close opposition. 11 Dr. McLaughlin so rules out the volcanic interpretation, but 
adds, "Perhaps it would be worth while to explore the possibility of a solar reflection 
from oriented ice crystals suspended in the Martian atmosphere- -a sort of sun-dog in 
reverse. The slim chance that something of this sort might be involved is suggested by 
the fact that a whitish cloud was seen. 11 

EDITOR: But, the whitish cloud appeared in only one instance, therefore the slim chance 
holds true. Thus we see all interpretations, save the fourth, have been logically ruled 
out. So here again we must refer to the opening sentence on page one for the inferred 
and the not unreasonable answer. Perhaps remote, but in light of saucer visitations to 
earth, is it entirely "unreasonable" to investigate the possibility of a Martian "atomic" 
explosion or at least some other type of artificial explanation? Or, again, is more 
known than is let on? 

GREEN FIREBALLS IN A SQUIRREL'S CAGE: On March 18, this writer talked at length 
by phone with Capt. Robert White, OP!, Defense Dept. He learned that 5 to 22°/o of 
11 saucer" sightings reported are unexplainable, varying from month to month; that 11 £00 

fighters" have never been satisfactorily explained; that at least two pictures of UFO' s 
taken by special grid cameras show only pinheads of light, and, that green fireballs 11 to 
the best of Air Force knowledge are not a result of the Air Force or any governmental 
testing. 11 
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When reminded that the phenomena have been seen passing over cities, White said that 
such a development would never be tested over populated areas, although there is much 
military experimentation in the areas where fireballs are most frequently seen- -New 
Mexico. White emphasized however that such experiments were not green fireballs. 
"They do exist" he said, "that's why thousands of dollars were spent investigating them. 11 

When asked about the confidential nature of these investigations under Project T winkle, 
White said, "the proj ect's files have never been declassifiei:l. He said there was no 
reason for this other than that no pressures have been made to release the information. 
He said, in effect, that the officers who handled the data probably never bothered to 
declassify the material before leaving the service or being transferred. White here 
intimated that this material showed nothing of concern, ?.nd said, "the Air Force thinks 
the green fireballs are astronomical phenomena" - -which, he suggested should be of 
more concern to astronomers than the Air Force. At this point White suggested that 
I contact an astronomer in that no security was involved. I explained here that in a 
recent interview with one of the nation's top astronomers, I was asked for security clear­
ance. Having none, I explained, I was thus denied a sensible discussion on the s ubject 
and was told that UFO's exist only in people's imaginations. When I offered certain 
evidence, this too was rebuffed on the grounds that he (the astronomer) took "a dim 
view on saucers". After pointing out to White the futility of talking with informed astron­
omers, I then interposed with a statement made by Dr. Lincoln LaPaz regarding green 
fireballs: "They are not any kind of meteor I have ever heard of. " Citing these author­
itative words, I again asked Capt. White for the Air Force 1 s interpretation of this kind 
of meteorological phenomena. He answered simply-- 11 We can't explain them." 

The popular conception is that "GFB 1 s" frequent onl y the US Southwest, but the reports 
show clearly that these weird wraiths appear over the far reaches of the globe. Accord­
ing to LIFE, Lt. Col. J. D. Caldera, attached to the Joint Chief of Staffs saw one in 
Virginia. Another was observed over Port Elizabeth, South Africa in July 1943 by an ex­
perienced navigator in the Merchant Marines. The most recent report comes from 
Portland, Oregon, March 9, 1955, where dozens of persons in various parts of the city 
reported the bright green object. In its SE to NW flight it illuminated a wide area before 
disappearing silently beyond the horizon. (Credit, L. P. Jensen) 

THE FIREBALLS FIND RANGE IN TASMANIA: Augmenting the evidence which tends to 
rule out the theory that GFB 1 s are meteoritic or electrostatic phenomena (St. Elmo 1 s 
Fire, etc.) are r. ecent sightinf"::: over remote Tasmania . Like similar visitations over 
the Baltic area prior to 1948 and later over New Mexico, these not only fit the pattern 
of regional concentration but indicate the objects are propelled and guided in to earth 
for some yet unknown purpose. Some theoreticians believe they act as "wipers" sent 
here as friendly devices to erase the radioactive poisons from earth1 s atmosphere . 
Others, however, believe the GFB's are ranging devices, here possibly on a mission of 
menace . We thank Harold Fulton of CSI, New Zealand for the following incidents col­
lected from " official" sources by Sydney Fullerton of Hobart, Tasmania. 

Case 65, Hobart, Tasmania, 1954) July 18 (5 :47 AM)- -At bearing 355°£rom Tower a 
large green ball of light about the size of a full moon seemed to suddenly appear from 
about 40° above the horizon to go straight down towards the horizon, with red particles 
appearing to shoot off in different directions . .. July 19 (8:00 PM) in position about due 
South of Control Tower, Cambridge Aerodrome, a green ball of light similar to previous 
evening seemed to appear to go in a horizontal direction from about 40° above horizon 
and explode over neighb~:>ring Sandford a few seconds later. Lit up whole landscape ... 
July 21 (I?. :45 PM) Small green ball of light appeared SW direction of aerodrome to emerge 
from out of clouds and disappeared behind nearby hill. Lit up landscape but not as bril ­
liant as those seen by observers mentioned previously. 

FEBRUARY, FIREBALLS & THE FACTS: Case 66, Florida, Cuba, Salt Lake City, Feb. 7, 
1955). Fireballs, sometimes synonymous with meteors, came thick and fast in February. 
Checking the astronomy books, I found no meteor showers scheduled for that month, so I 
checked with an authonty--a leading astronomer. He told me that he too could find no re­
ference to any " showers" . So, indeed, here was an anomalous situation. 
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Let's look into some of the evidence. Hard on the heels of New Zealand's sky extrava­
ganza Feb. 7, (to be reported in a future issue based on details just received from 
Harold Fulton) came another of equal impact. Few papers carried this story of Feb. 7. 
It ran something like this: A big meteor flashed across South Florida flaming so bright­
ly that the pilot of an airliner tried to dodge it with his plane. The flashing light was 
spotted by hundreds of persons. Two airplanes over the Atlantic between Miami and 
Nassau and a ship near Cuba radioed that they had seen it . Several motorists near 
Miami said they swerved to keep from being hit. One pilot, Capt. Black of Eastern Air­
lines, reported, according to AP, "I thought it was coming in the window of my plane. 
I was over Ft. Pierce at the time. It looked like a ball of fire 10 to 15 feet in diameter. 
I took my plane up about 1000 ft. to keep from getting hit but I fe l t a little foolish when I 
got to Miami and learned that a pilot £lying over Key West did the same thing. 11 (credit 
J . J. Brenner ) 

From the pre ss account, the fireball is easily explained away as a meteor, bit other 
and less easily explained evidence was smothered . Thanks to the investigations of 
pilot William B. Nash, of Miami, who sends CRIFO the following report, we learn 
differently. 

We quote from Nash's letter: "Very odd meteor - -I did a little checking, and found that 
a PAA airplane crew with Capt. Charles Elmore in command saw three bright white 
lights due South of their DC6B as they crossed Biscayne Bay 1200 ft. high on a west 
heading to the airport enroute from Nassau. The lights were 15 degrees higher than 
the air craft. They were much brighter than aircraft flares and larger. They appeared 
to hover with the front two connected by a line of light between them. Suddenly they 
blinked out. The tower saw them too--couldn't identify them. The time was 8:35 PM. 
The lights had fuzzy edges and were round. Clear night, no inversion- -too bright for 
reflections. Four persons on Biscayne Key reported odd lights moving at sea about 
8: 05 to 8:15 PM. Many persons and pilots saw a very bright streaking object at 7:55 PM 
(see reports UP and AP). Airplanes at Ft. Pierce, Vero Beach, Havana and over 
Andro s Island in the Bahamas reported a bright green object as big as the moon with 
a long white tail. No sound reported. The times of sightings varied over a forty min­
ute period from 7:55 to 8: 35. Some meteorologist who didn't see it tagged it a meteor. 
The PAA pilots say that what they saw was no meteor. A Marine pilot over Andros 
Island said it landed gradually on Andros. 11 

Supplementing the Floridan incident, same date , is another report of a similar object 
passing over Salt Lake City. Per sonnel at the Salt Lake Municipal Airport's control 
tower noted that the object was sighted at 7:55 PM. Curiously, the night before, Feb. 6, 
at 7:42 a similar object flashed across the sky. In both cases the objects were likened 
to exploding stars. They streaked across the sky from s outh to north at great speed 
and disappeared over the horizon. (Credit, H. B. Williams) 

Case 67, Texas, Oklahoma, New York, Feb. 13, 55) As far afield as Mineral Well s to 
Lufkin, through Dallas to Jackson, Miss.,the fireball soared in its eerie glare and silence. 
Separate reports were made in Tulsa and other parts of Oklahoma. Finally the "thing" 
was seen over Hallstead and Triple Cities, New York. Unconfirmed reports say the 
object exploded or hit the ground but no evidence has been found. (ED: True with a ll 
GFB 1 s, save in finding traces of copper in the air.) 

The most vivid account came from a control operator at Pounds Field, Tyler, Texas. 
He said, "Around midnight this light seemed to pop out of the sky directly above us. It 
looked like a huge electric arc. It was greenish, like the tip of a welder's torch. It was 
going due South. There were three of us in the tower. We had the lights on, but the 
room lighted up brilliantly. It was a blinding light, the brightest I ever saw . The object 
looked like a football with a short tail" 

John Fontaine, CAA authority at Lufkin said: " Along about midnight we felt a percussion 
as if from an explosion. We didn't see a flash, but it was reportedly seen in town. They 
said it went down somewhere between Tyler and Lufkin. Everybody in town is stirred up 
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about it. Several people said, when it hit it felt like a car door slamming. Phone calls 
flooded the Weather Bureau in Dallas where the object's glow lit up the SE sky. (Credit: 
Dorothy Howarth, Mrs. Mcintyre, H. G. Rovner, Mrs. W. J. Daily). 

Several Triple Cities residents in New York reported ·a similar fireball. One witness who 
was driving back from Scranton described it as similar to a Fourth of Jul y rocket. The 
weather bureau at Broome County Airport said that if the Texas and Southern Tier "fire­
balls" were meteor s , they could not possibly be the same one since rapidly falling meteors 
burn out quickly and are observable over a relatively small area . (Credit, F. J. Kelly). 

FIREBALL DIVE BOMBS MAN: Case 68 , Auckland, N. Z., Feb. 10, 1955) Mr. C. M. 
Callander, greenkeeper at Mt. Roskill Bowling Club, had walked on to the green with a 
tin and a knife. He was bending to lay down the knife when a fireball ranged in, landing 
inches from his feet. Callander said it was impossible to say how big it was, and ad­
mitted, " I ran for my life across the paddock, but it was gone when I turned around. 11 He 
described the fireball as bright red, coming from behind and out of a clear sky. It was 
followed by a loud clap of thunder, which came from directly overhead. The ball left no 
mark on the green. This report comes from Harold Fulton, and we note it with interest 
and speculation, comparing it with New Haven's red fireball which showed more destruct­
ive proclivity. (~D: See photo proof of this latter incident and where to buy, below). 

SAUCERS OVER PACIFIC: Case 69 , Honolulu to Suva, March 55 )The Ors ova of the Orient 
Line reached Auckland, March 4 , fresh from a record-breaking run between Frisco and 
Honolulu. Steaming for Suva, crew members reported sighting a bright luminous oval ob­
ject darting thru the sky at great speed. It appeared to swing around in an arc, disappeared 
behind a cloud, emerged again, then vanished into a cloud. (H. Fulton, N . Z:C. Chapman, Aust.) 

Case 70, New Caledonia, Jan. 55) A caretaker of a gypsum mine reported a " luminous 
mass" that remained motionless for 20 minutes and then made off at terrific speed. Two 
men on deck of a coastal trader reported a "large circular object'' that remained motion­
les s before speeding away, while a woman reported a huge yellow luminous ball seaward 
from Noumea continually inflating and deflating before disappearing. Still another report 
described a sausage-shaped object which remained stationary for at least a half hour be­
fore disappearing (Credit: H. Fulton and G. L. Menefy, New Zealand). 

SAUCER SUNDRIES : Editor Jim Moseley of~ has decided on a revamping program. Soon, a 
new publication called Saucer News published bi-monthly will replace Nexus. Price $2 .00/ 
year. Write P. 0. Box 163 , Fort Lee, New Jersey. Jim has just returned from South America 
with some fresh material . . . Doing very creditable research is Max Miller, Director of 
Flying Saucers International. Write P.O. Box 35034, Los Angeles 35, California for his 
very neat and compact publication, Saucers ... Congrats to Civilian Saucer Intelligence of 
New York . They, too, have revampeo , and are conducting monthly meetings featuring some top 
lecturers. For their schedule write, Marty Meyerson, 67 -90 Groton Street, Forest Hills, 
New York .. . SAUCER PICTURES NOW FOR SALE. Just received a set here and we recommend them 
for review . Here's a list : Three flash bomb photos showing coolie-hat-shaped saucer re­
ferred to in Feb. Newsletter , taken by August Roberts. Five photos taken by George Stock 
in 1952 showing saucer over Passaic, New Jersey. We can't vouch for their authenticity 
but believe they deserve serious review. Two photos showing hole in signboard made by 
small red fireball in New Haven, Connecticut. A third photo shows metallic particles-­
proof of the incident. We recommend all three. ~ of each of 11 photos listed , $1.00 
or $1 .25 outside USA . Write or remit to August Roberts, 443 Ogden Avenue , Jersey City,N .J . 

CRIFO INCREASES SUBSCRIPTION RATES . High cost of operations forced the increase from 
$2 .00 to $3 .00/year , effective April 1, 1955 . Further details, see March Newsletter . All 
back issues , start ing April, 1954 available a t 25¢ each . NOTE THESE CORRECTI ONS IN MARCH 
NEWSLETTER : On page 8 change date of Roerich-American sighting from 1934 to 1926 . Will 
review this case in detail later. Also correct case numbers on page 7 to 63 and 64 res­
pectively . This is important if keeping record . 
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GREEN FIREBALLS STRIKE--TARGET NEW MEXICO I ALARMED AIR FORCE 
TAKES ACTION: (Case 71, New Mexico, April 6, 1955) Three--possibly four-­
fireballs smashed into New Mexico in a rough line across the southern end of the 
state. In the Tularosa Basin of south-central N. M. several observers reported 
sightings. Sgt. Camilla Saenz of Holloman AFB stationed on Sacramento Peak 
near Cloudcroft said he saw at 9:55 a. m. a yellow fireball with a red tail travel­
ing east to west. At the same time, a plane from Biggs AFB in El Paso report ­
ed sighting an object strike near Weed, New Mexico. Air Force planes, flying as 
low as 250 ft, combed the Weed area for two hours without finding any trace. Ob­
servers in Lordsburg 30 miles Northeast described a brilliant white object which 
struck earth and kicked up dust against the background of the Burro Mountains. A 
green fireball seen in ~o~w~.ll and Albuquerque was believed to be the same one 
which fell in south-central New Mexico , according to Dr. Lincoln La Paz, Direc­
tor of Un. of N . M. Institute of Meteoritics. 

DR. LINCOLN LA PAZ DENIES METEORITIC EXPLANATION: La Paz said heavy 
radio shortwave and TV disturbances were reported over the state at about the 
time the fireballs were seen and he understood Air Force bases around the state 
were concerned about the interference (see Case 26). He said the radio wave dis­
turbances could not be attributed to sun spots. La Paz expressed the opinion that 
the sightings were "not of normal meteorites". He said the fact that no fragments 
were found, the absence of noise as the objects fell and the different colors led 
him to the belief. In summation, La Paz said that it was "incredible" for more 
than one meteorite to fall in one day. " I don't know what they are", he said, "but 
they are ohthe same family". "Also and very important", La Paz said," w hen a 
meteor hits the upper atmosphere and shatters, it may spread fragments from one 
or 10 to 15 miles. Here, however, we have sightings from about 250 miles across 
the state". On another point, where observers reported seeing a green fireball 
with a reddish tail while sighters in Albuquerque saw the tail as green, La Paz 
said, "I believe those in Roswell were closer and had a type of over-exposure ef­
fect from the green ball and saw the complementary color in the tail. 11 He explain­
ed, people who are exposed to a bright green light will see objects in an orange col­
or for a few seconds afterward. "The important thing, 11 said La Paz, "is that the 
fireball was a brilliant Kelly green as opposed to the blue or blue-green color seen 
in ordinary falls." La Paz quoted Quincy Adams, A lbuquerque attorney, who saw 
it-f'l'otn "his ~·ighth rtoor office win'dow . Aaams said !twas so bright it looked like an 
explosion a half-mile away . "And it was 200 miles away, 11 said La Paz. " That's 
how bright it was . " (Cred: Fred Talbot, Hobbs, N. M. & Richard Belden ,Jamaica, N.Y.} 

In Lordsburg, Lt. Paul Mallett of C . A . P . said the blinding white explosion was 
witnessed by two men who described the object as dropping from the sky at "tre ­
mendous speed", and, with the Burro Mts. as a backdrop, saw it explode in a 
flash. In another second they said dirt was thr own in the air. Mallott later flew 
over the area but a dust storm prevented him from seeing anything. 

THE H OBBS INCIDE NT: Somewhere in a pasture about six miles west of Hobbs lies 
the evidence I Bill Watson saw an object like a fireball fall not more than a quarter of 
a mile south of the Hobbs-Carlsbad Highway. The Hobbsan fall occurred about 10:15 
a. m. and Watson described it as a dark colored ball about the size of a basket ball 
with a blue tail. Said Watson, "It came from the southeast at a low angle ... and not 
moving too fast. I saw it hit and it kicked up dust. 11 Watson and two newsmen made 
an unsuccessful hunt for the object the next morning. (Credit: Fred Talbot} 
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GREEN FIREBALL VISITS OAKLAND: (Case 72, Oakland, Cal., Apr. 7, 55) Hard on 
the heels of the New Mexican incidents, came the sightings over Oakland and Eureka. 
The green object was of such brilliance that an airplane pilot thought at first it was a 
flare from another plane, reported the Oakland International Airport control tower. The 
fireball disappeared, descending into the WNW horizon. (Cred: Violet Gray of San Mateo) 

HOT COALS AND THE CURIOUS HOLE FROM NOWHERE: On April 3, about 6 p. m . 
three or four hot ''coals" exuding white smoke, Scooted from· no particular point of origin 
across the highway leading from Sharonville to Cincinnati. Joseph Hauck, one of four wit­
nesses who observed the phenomenon through the windows of an automobile, said the sma]-' , 
pebble-like objects "trailed white smoke as they scurried across the road in front of our 
car. " He said that the point from which they came offered no clues as to their source. 
There were no buildings flanking the highway, no people were in the area and there was 
no fire of any kind near by. 

Equally mysterious is the incident in Carthage, South Dakota. The mystery began when 
farmer Ernest Hall and his wife heard a commotion among the chickens. Hall went out­
side to find the chickens "running around like crazy" witJ-l no apparent reason. The next 
day a neighbor asked Hall what he was digging the hole for . Hall was nonplussed. " What 
hole? " he asked. The neighbor led him to the spot between the barn and house and show­
ed him a hole about 18 to 19 inches in diameter. Measurement showed it was about 18 feet 
deep. Hall had no idea where the hole came from, so he called the sheriff who in turn 
called the Air Force. Oil. Sunday, April 10, two Air Force sergeants arrived from Minn­
eapolis to investigate but no one could find a solution to the mystery . ( Cred: G. Popowitch) 

EDITOR: Perhaps the "coals" and fo.e hole may have some connection with the fireball 
bombardment in New Mexico inasmuch as there is an affinity in the dates. Also on April 
6 at 8:2 0 p. m. the writer witnessed a bright green object pass swiftly, silently and hor­
izontally over eastern Cincinnati, traveling in a northeasterly direction. The object ha~1 ... 
no tail, it was not fiery nor was it bigger than a pinhead. Explanation: meteor I But, the 
date caused some Speculation. 

FIERY RED BALL WITH RED TAIL ELUDES R. A. F . : {Case 73, England and Wales, 
March 24, 55) A squadron of Meteor jets, flying full speed, chased a fiery red object 
with~ red tail across England and Wales. The Daily Mail said the blazing object, like 
a gigantic meteorite, zigzagged from one end of the country to the other. Hundreds of 
telephone calls warned police and fire stations of the onrushing object, and there were 
several reports of aircraft crashing, but no evidence was found. The Daily Mail quotes 
an Air Ministry spokesman as saying: "A formation flight of Meteors from the R. A. F. 
s tation at We s t Malling, Kent, were flying over Manchester toward Birmingham just 
after 7 p. m. when they saw an object. It looked like a ball of fire descending rapidly 
from above them. They were flying at 20, 000 ft. and gave chase, but the object made 
the 500 mile trip from Land's End to Glasgow in about 45 minutes. " (Cred: G.L.Menefy,N. Z.) 

LOW-FLYING FIREBALL SCARES AUSTRALIANS:(Case 74, Melbourne, Aust., Dec. 20, 
54) Following are eyewitness accounts of a fiery object whose eccentric behavior evinces 
intelligent control. First Witness: T. B. Hehir, Security Officer at the Maribyrnong Explo~ 
sives Factory . 11 .At 2:45 a. m. I was opening a door in security building when I was sud­
denly bathed in light. I spun around .. . the whole ground was lit up. Then I saw what look­
ed like a fire below the clouds. It appeared to have sparks flying from it and it whizzed 
by me in a matter of seconds. As it went it left a trail behind. The object made a siz­
zling noise ... and was traveling at great speed after it came below the clouds. I feared 
an explosion but it made only a swoosh as it flew ·by. 11 Second: Mr. L. Foster, also secur -
ity man at Maribyrnong. " I had just begun my patrol when suddenly the sky lit up. The 
night was black and clouded. This thing which looked like a ball of fire, appeared out of 
the western sky and behind it was a channel of light. All of a sudden it shot across the sky 
and I had an excellent view of it. I have never seen anything like it before and I have seen 
many meteors. This object was too low to be a natural p he nomenon. I would estimate its 
s peed a s twic e that of a jet plane. It held me s pellbound. 11 
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Third and Fourth: Two other sec\,lrity men confirmed what Foster and Hehir reported. 
Fifth: Mr. Graham White of Coburg, milk carrier who checked the time by phone. 11 1 
was delivering milk at about 2:45 a. m. when I saw the obj ect. It was like a rocket, 
bright blue in color and appeared to have a red flame coming out of its back . I knew it 
was a cloudy night and when the whole area lit up I thought the moon had come out. I 
thought that flying saucer stories originated from Saturday revellers - -now I'm not so 
sure. 11 Sixth: A women living in Thornbury who preferred anonymity. ''I saw two 
bright lights of different colors which seem to merge into each other at 2:45 a. m . They 
traveled at great speed until they disappeared over the horizon towards Dandenong 

, .... Ranges. Seventh: Mr. A.H. Gibson of Research. "I saw this brilliant object at 2:45 a. m. 
It appeared to be a comet-like structure with a flaming tail. 11 Comments and Evaluations: 
Professor E. O . Hercus, Associate Professor of Science at Melbourne University: "Extra­
ordinary. It is something quite unusual. 11 The head of the C. S. I. R. O. meteorological 
physics division, Dr. C.H. Priestley: "I can't suggest what it could have been. I know 
of no meteorological effect which could behave in that manner. 11 A R.A.F. spokesman 
discounted the idea that jet aircraft were flying at that time. The reports were to be 
screened by Intelligence. Weather note: A weather bureau officer said that clouds in 
the metropolitan area at the time were 2500 ft. high and there was no thunder or light­
ning activity. (Credit: Harold Fulton, New Zealand) 

RANGING FIREBALL EXPLODES SOUNDLESSLY IN OHIO: (Case 75, near Massilon, 
Ohio, Nov., 54) Fred Kirsch, amateur astronomer and director of the U. F . O. Research 
Org. in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio sends CRIFO this report: During the Thanksgiving Holidays, 
about 8: 30 p . m. Harry Long and son were driving to Massilon. All at once they saw an 
object "shaped like a football only it was all lit up like it was on fire. 11 It was descending 
from the SW in a steep slant and heading straight for the earth. When it was only several 
feet above the ground it exploded, and yellow and orange pieces were seen falling to the 
ground. The Longs were in their car with a window open at that time but no sound was 
heard. Kirsch comments : "The object described sounds exactly like a falling meteor 
with one exception - -there was no sound that could be associated with it. Falling meteors 
are noisy . .. 11 (ED: Also anomalous is the explosion so near the ground minus noise. 
Bolidic action occurs in the stratosphere, rarely in the tropo ~.:phe r ~ , never near the 
earth as so described. See Cases 18, 19, 20, 33, 50) 

THE HYPOTHESIS OF A NEW CLIMACTEipC: On the evidence of recent reports reach­
ing the CRIFO desk from all corners of earth, the writer has cause to wonder if the earth 
is entering possibly a more critical phase of visitations--aprelude phase to a new climac­
teric in the great and unknown "saucer" masterplan. We note particularly a sharp decline 
in the reports of metallic discs, while in the category of the "fireball" the frequency of 
sightings show a gradual but substantial increase over any previous period - -except during 
the formidable concentrations over Sweden, 1946-47 and over New Mexico, 1948-49 . Also 
significant is the widening geographical scope of the fireball visitations, a fact which tends 
to over-rule the theory that "fireballs" are secret U . S. or Russian missiles. 

THE FORMIDABLE CONCENTRATIONS OVER SWEDEN- - AN HISTORICAL DISCOURSE: 
The Swedish 11 ghost rockets", circa 1946-47 better known as 11 green fireballs" still remain 
as much a mystery today as they were nine years ago. Whatever their origin they were 
the forerunner to an analogous type witnessed over New Mexico a year later. For digging 
the following reports from 'their entombment for publication here, CRIFO is endebted to 
Ted Bloecher for the tip-off, Isabel Davis for doing the digging and Lex Mebane for sup­
plying the references . Note throughout the concern and change of attitude of the Swedish 
Government, then a pall of censor ship. 

Stockholm, Aug. ll, 1946 (AP) Ghost rockets- -mystery spool-shaped speeding objects with 
fiery tails, have become a common sight in Sweden .. . Since Juiy l, newspapers have pub-
lished reports of flying fireballs nearly evei:y day ... between July 9-12 military authorities 
received 300 reports of the missiles and since that time reports have poured in daily. No­
body seems to think these rockets indicate any military preparation against Sweden, but 
the people here are puzzled a.i; Sweden being the target when an unlimited amount of unin­
habited area might be available for experimentation. The rocket is described as a small 
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object with a flaming tail which speeds at great height and vanishes within a few seconds. 
Witnesses say the rockets make no appreciable sound . Newspapers recently carried a 
picture of the rocket ... it showed a streak of light trailing from a dark body, looking 
mu·ch like a comet. Only in a few cases is it known that the missiles actually landed in 
Sweden. Military personnel have been busily dredging a small lake in Lapland, Mili­
tary authorities said the missiles passed over Sweden in a wide curve. Some reports 
indicate the objects carried a device for self-destruction, and military experts said 
some apparently had exploded in the air . The longest flight of any of the missiles, so 
far as military experts could determine, was about 600 miles, compared with the range 
of 35 -45 miles for the first German V -2 rocket bombs. There is no comparision, how- (l 
ever, ·with the rocket bombs. The missiles are small, and at low altitudes seem almost· 
square. The bottom of the object appears red, witnesses reported. These reports have 
been substantiated by a Swedish officer, a flier, who saw one of the rockets during a re­
cent flight. 

Stockholm, Aug. ll (Reuters) A number of objects, apparently rockets, were reported 
to have been seen by various witnesses as they flew low over Central Sweden tonite. One 
of them was said to have fallen near a town, exploding with a loud report. Swedish mili ­
tary refused to disdose name of town. The objects emitted a white glow that illumi ­
nated the sky. 

Stockholm, Aug ll (AP) From~ York Times, page 1. A swarm of rocket bombs pass­
ed over Stockholm at 10 o'clock tonite. The course, as usual, was from the SE toward 
the NW. Reports flowing to the Swedish General Staff stress that .the bombs are like fire­
balls with long luminous tails, but some observers have seen a cigar-shaped 11 bomb11 

traveling at an altitude of 15 00 ft. rather slowly. Some reported that they have seen the 
bombs crash. The strangest report came from Central Sweden where a newly built barn 
collapsed this afternoon without visible cause. Shortly before the collapse flying bombs 
had been seen. Then there was a sharp crack and the barn fell. There was no fire. Wit­
nesses said the barn could not have collapsed because of bad construction. · 

Stockholm, Aug. 12 Special to N. Y. Times. Sweden now is using radar in the fight against 
the mysterious missiles . . . It was also believed that Lt. Gen. James Doolittle, retired, is 
coming to Sweden to inspect the radar equipment, although the official explanation is that 
he is coming as a businessman for the Shell Company. The Swedish General Staff today 
described the situation as 11 extremely serious" and it is obvious that Sweden is no longer 
going to tolerate violation of her 11 integrity11

• The General Staff received more than 
1000 reports on the bombs last night and this morning. 

A Swedish astronomer and meteorologist said, 11 ! was studying some clouds through a 
telescope when suddenly I observed a luminous point in the sky. I first believed it to be 
an airplane, " he said, 11 but soon I noticed it was traveling much too fast for that, and 
within two seconds I got a good view of the projectile. I managed to get a good view of 
the bomb's body and estimate that it was at least 90 feet long. The body was torpedo­
shaped and shining like metal. No sound could be heard, although the object was only 2 
kilometers away. At the explosion, a terrific light flashed up that for a moment com­
pletely blinded me, no fire, smoke or sparks were noticeable. The description of the 
shape varies, for some observers say they have seen a big fireball instead of a torpedo, 
shaped projectile, but all agree on the small fireballs shot out from the afterpart. 

Stockholm, Aug. 12. The Swedish Army rushed experts to three points in Central 
Sweden where unidentified rockets, crashed last night. The barrage was the heaviest 
since the mysterious aerial missiles were first seen flashing through Swedish skies on 
May 24. The Swedish Army clamped a tisht censorship on the results of its investiga ­
tions. One rocket passed directly over Stockholm at 8:45 p. m. and crashed north of 
the city. One eyewitness to an explosion in Central Sweden said fragments rained down 
after a great blast in the air above him. Previous explosions have left hard black mater -
ial objects similar to coal clinkers. The movement of the missiles varied. Some flew 
in a straight course and others veered. In most cases the course was reported from SE 
to NW . . Other reports said the missiles c.ame straight from the north. 
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Stockholm, Aug. 13 {AP) .The newspaper Aftenbladet said today that two rockets were ob­
served in Sweden yesterday and one of them almost caused casualties. A couple boating 
on a lake were nearly hit by a diving object which burst into many parts and disappeared 
beneath the water. The second observation was near Goeteborg, where a group of Boy 
Scouts saw a missile turn 35 degrees and then return to its original course. The first 
rocket explosion over Denmark was reported in Copenhagen. A night watchman in Struer, 
West Jutland, said he saw a speeding rocket approaching from the northeast explode with 
a roar and illuminate the sky with a bright flash. Despite the accounts of recent witnesses 
who were unanimous in describing the objects as "rockets'' Swedish authorities said they 

<~ had received no tangible proof that the freak celestial phenomena ob~erved over Sweden 
resulted from foreign experiments. 

New York Times, Oct ll, Swedish military said that they had been unable to discover 
after four months of investigations the origin or nature of the ghost rockets. A spokes­
man declared that 80"/o of the 1000 reports could be attributed to ' 'celestial phenonema'' 
but thaJ radar had detected some objects "which cannot be the phenomena of nature or 
products of imagination, nor be referred to as Swedish airplanes." The report added 
that the objects were not the V -type bombs used by the Germans in the closing days of 
the war. 

Stockholm, March 21, 1947. Another of the phantom bombs was observed today over the 
southern part of the country by severa_l witnesses. At first they thought it was an air­
plane, but looking more closely they noticed that smoke was coming from the tail and 
that its shape was different. The projectile was flying from east to west .at considerabl e 
height. Witnesses de scribed it as a cigar -shaped metallic body, approximately 60 feet 
long, traveling at slow speed and making no noise. 

EDITOR: We find in the Swedish sightings a variety of UFO types. Although some, as in 
the March 21, 1947 sighting, describe a metallic cigar-shaped device, most fit the fire­
ball behavior pattern. We take cognizance of the Swedish fireball 1 s self-explosive capa­
bility while in Hight , a peculiarity likened to the U.S. green fireball. However, the 
Swedish reports suggest that some of the fireball explosions were accompanied by sound, 
while the U . S. green variety exploded soundlessly. This apparent incongruity may be 
based on insufficient information on the Swedish fireball and we cannot be certain that 
all the Swedish f ireballs were of the green type. Perhaps in such instances where the 
Swedish fireball exploded with sound, the bolis may have been blue in color, thus emit­
ting a blue flash as in the cases below: 

BLUE FLASH AND THUNDEROUS EXPLOSION ROCKS NORTH CAROLINA: (Case 76, 
Greensboro-Burlington area, N. C. April 21, SS.) An explosion, preceded by a bril­
liant blue flash of light seen as far south as Jacksonville, Florida, rocked homes in 
the Greensboro-Burlington area . C. A. A. officials at the Raleigh-Durham airport re­
ported the flash of blue light occurred about 2 a . m. and was followed by a thunderous 
explosion in about four or five minutes. J. P. Scott, control tower operator, said the 
explosion probably was that of a meteor which burst 50 to 55 miles above the earth in 
.the vicinity of Burlington. 11 I 1m sure it was from outer space, 11 said Scott. Greensboro 
police and weather bureaus were swamped with calls, Re sidents said that a loud crack­
ing explosion rocked -!;heir homes, waking them from their sleep. (Cred: George Segovis 
and Charle s Pont iu s ) 

THE BLUE FLASH PHENOIVi ENON-NEW ZEALAND COUNTERPART: (Case 77, 
Whenuapai, N. Z., May 20, 54) While on patrol at the Whenuapai Air Force Station 
two patrolmen witnessed three separate brilliant flashes of bluish light in the western 
sky. The flashes occurred at ll:lO p. m., ll:l5 p. m. and 11:20 p . m. each lasting for 
two seconds in duration and each followed at a short interval by a deep-throated roar­
ing sound. Harold Fulton, C. S. I. President, checked on the incidents and found that 
many people in the general Whenuapai area had seen the flashes and all agreed that 
they did not appear at all like lightning. 
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THE ENIGMA OF THE ALPHABETIC FORMATION: In the January 1955 issue of 
CRIFO the writer reported on page four the English incident of radar tracking ob­
jects flying in U and Z formations. According to the British Air Ministry, the ob­
jects appeared from nowhere, usually about midday, flying at a height of 12, 000 
ft. , in an east to west direction. The War Office said, "We cannot say what they 
are . They first appear in a 11 U 11 or badly shaped hairpin formation. After a time 
they converge into two parallel lines and then ta~e up a nz 11 formation before dis­
appearing. tt Migratory birds were ruled out I (Case 78, England, Autumn 54) 

THE 11 FLYING ALPHABETtt OVER BALTIMORE: (Case 79, Baltimore, Md., 
April 10, 1955} T he lastest such anomaly describes a 11 V 11 and 11 T 11 formation. 
Although the V-variety is common, its association with the 11 T 11 is not, therefore, 
we find in the dual characters of the Baltimore and the English incidents, a seem­
ing pattern that may have some significance- -.perhaps, and we 1 re just wild-guess­
ing, an attempt to signal. In the Baltimore incident several persons were wit­
nesses in opposite ends of the city to the freakish event and all reports tallied. A 
family in Hamilton saw what looked like a V -formation of fast-moving, luminous 
objects of undetermined height. A short while later a second flight came over in 
a T-formation. Another witness saw V-shaped, eerie lights, travelling from east 
to west . Five minutes later another came over in a slightly different heading and 
veered north. (Credit: Charles A. Seibold) 

THE UNDISCIPLINED FORMATION OVER ARIZONA: Case 80, Joseph City, Ar~z., 
March 28, 55) Inimical to the Baltim.ore or English disciplinarians were the objects 
witnessed by Glenn Blansett (former air force pilot) and wife . Note in Blansett' sac­
count the similarity of acrobatic maneuver to the objects described by Dr. L. D. in 

/ the Tremonton film. (See Sept. 1954 issue, CRIFO) 

Blansett said he first noticed a great, circular cloud of smoke high in the sky, then 
he said , he saw what he thought was a large formation of jet planes going through 
"mock combat". But after several minutes, the objects stopped their conventional 
maneuvers and began a strange fluttering motion, abandoning their formations. At 
this stage they were moving much faster than jets. Blansett and wife both agreed 
there were a great many of the objects, at least 25 and perhaps more than a hundred. 
Assuming they were the size of conventional aircraft they were about 5 0, 000 to 
70, 000 ft. high, Blansett reported. Observational conditions were good and the air 
was clear with no wind. Neither the smoke cloud nor the objects were in the direct­
ion of the Nevada atomic proving gro1,1nds. The objects moved southwest at high 
speed and finally disappeared, said Blansett. (Cred: George A. Ormerod of Phoenix) 

SAUCER SUNDRIES: Regarding 'blue dart" phenomena mentioned in cases 46, 47 and 48, 
Alexander Mebane of N.Y . sends us these references: w. F. Denning, Pop. Astron. 22 
(Aug. 1914), pp. 404-5 : "a curious variety of meteor." V. Anyzeski, ibid. 54 (April, 
1946), PP. 203 - 4: "Some notes on a possible meteoric phenomenon." --- Mebane also 
sends us detailed critique of the several "saucer" photos reviewed from time to time 
in the Newsletter. He claims "flare spots" and presents a very valid argument against 
the "saucer" explanation for some of the photos in question. \'1111 review in future 
Newsletter . --- On the desk of CRIFO, sent in by Frank Gallagher, are several fragments , 
from a nine pound ingot of rare fused metals found near Indianapolis on the surface of 
an abandoned gravel pit. Spectroscopic analysis made at Un . of Cincinnati showed that 
the fused metals were chromiwn, iron, manganese, nickel-cabalt and vanadium. More 
later . --- CRIFO urges all to back up the Ground Observer Corps . They are doing a 
vital job in connection with the nation's defensive set-up against sneak attack and 
of course, keeping track of UFOs. The writer discussed these affairs recently ~ith 
Lt. Thorne of Columbus Ohio Filter Center. --- Jessup's new book, Case For The UFO is 
MUST reading! Of note is Jessup 's references to astronomical UFOs. 
CRIFO SUBSCRIPTION INCREASE: High cost of operations and research forced the increase 
from $2 . 00 to $3.00/year, effective April 1, 1955. Foreign subs cost $3 . 60 regular 
mail. All back issues available at 2'5¢ each . We appreciate your clippings and bite of 
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EXCLUSIVE--ARGENTINA OFFICIALLY CLEARS "SAUCER" INCIDENT FOR CRIFO, 
WHILE INTERNATIONAL HUSH-HUSH PERSISTS: Recently, the London Sunday Dis­
patc~ reported, "The Air Ministry stated that the results of their five year investiga­
tion of UFO's is not to be made public. It is to be locked away and may not ever be 
released, for the Air Ministry is afraid it will encounter or promote much scepticism. " 
With this report, sent in by Harold Fulton of New Zealand, is another from Pretoria, 
South Africa, w here it was announced by the Defense Dept. , that all information about 
"flying saucers" , seen in that country, were labelled: "Top secret, not to be divulged. 1 1 

Equally hushed, but less blunt, is the U.S. Defense Dept. We quote from a letter, dated 
May 20, 55, signed by Capt. R. C. White, in reply to the writer' s request for clearance 
of sighting data: "I know of no plans to release information on individual sightings and 
doubt that such will take ~lace since we still have the same shortage of investigative 
personnel. " 

But, the bomb~hell s were exploding. On May 23, INS reported Dorothy Kilgallen's 
dispatch from London which quoted a British official of cabinet rank as saying, "We 
believe, on the basis of our inquiries thus far , that the saucers were staffed by small 
men, probably under four feet tall. It's frightening but there is no denying the flying 
saucers come fr om anotner planet. " 

An earlier bombshell arrived in the CRIFO mailbox. It came as registered. "Diplo­
matic Mail, 11 dated May 9, 155 ,from the Air Atta che of the Argentine Embassy in Wash­
ington, D. C. Inside was a courteous letter with stamped clearances and the signature 
of Saturnino G. Armenanzas, Brigadier General , Air Attache. Attached was a two 
page report describingUFO' s which appeared over the airport of Cordoba, Argentina, 
dated November 25, 1954. The report, translated from the Spanish by Miss Ellen H eis 
and Jose Almeida and confirmed by the Berl itz School of Languages, reads as follows: 
11 In the press office of this Ministry of Aeronautics there was made known to reporters 
the observation of two strange phenomena having characteristics such as one would 
suppose to be similar to the flying saucers which excite universal curiosity at present. 
The information advise s us that today they were encountered to advantage in the control 
tower of the Cordoba Airport, on the road to Pajas Blancas, within the radius of this 
city. Doctor Marcos Guerci , Chief of Meteorological Service of the airport, was, as 
we say, in the control tower, which has a height of 17 meters, when across one of the 
windows a strange body, or something similar, attracted his attention. It was fixed in 
the sky and it emitted a light , says Dr. Guerci, which has no comparison with known 
objects seen in the sky. White, gray, or bluish- - in effect, he was not able to define 
the color. 

Knowing through his habit of observing the heavens that he was not dealing with any­
thing ordinary, he paid more attention and at the same time noticed the hour: 5 :25. Ex­
amining the luminous point, he saw that it had a lengthened from , something like a half 
moon, but more open. Immediately, he communicated the remarkable occurrence to the 
operator of the tower, Carlos Hugo Bassoli , who was also surprised at the luminous 
body which seemed to be fixed. Immediately, using common lenses (telescopes), they 
were able to see with more detail the phenomenon which showed an intensely luminous 
nucle us and a less brilliant halo which surrounded it. 

It was attempted afterw:::..rds to give notice of this to the National Astronomical Obs er -
vatory for th'?: rurpose of obtaining photographs and ot :H~ r observations with more a ppro­
priate apparatu::;, ·uut owing to the hour, there was no personage there for that kind of 
work. So that the curious event might be appraised by the greatest number of persons , 
it was observed by Rodoifo Moreyra, of the flight section; Luis Rafael Gomez, radio­
operator, Antonio Cu villas and Alberto M . Baxter, employees of the airport, and Amadeo 
de la Cruz Farias, watchman, who comprised all the person there at that hour .. 
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All of them swear to having witnessed the strange event with simple vision and later 
with lenses, and they agree in all their narrations. The cigar or half moon or banana, 
which by the height of the cirrus which was in the sky at that time was calculated to be 
some 3000 meters in height, remained immovable over the aviation field. 

While all those named were interested in these observations, they were still more in­
tensely surprised upon observing at 5:45, or it may be twenty minutes after having ob­
served the presence in the sky of the cigar or half moon, in an easterly direction, an­
other luminous body similar to the first but different in its form. This one was cir­
cular, somewhat like a saucer, also with a very luminous nucleus which to all appear­
ances formed a halo giving it that circular form. Both phenomena were able to be 
seen with simple vision and it was not possihle to confuse them with stars on account 
of the strange brilliancy of their unknown light. 

Observed with lenses, this second body, as Professor Guerci expresses it, had the 
s ize of a football. The luminous nucleus was nearly on one edge and then there was 
noticed that kind of halo which the observer s do not have words sufficiently expres s ive 
to describe , a halo that was s ome four times larger than the nucleus. The two phe­
nomena remained fixed in the place where they were observed until 6:15, when they 
disappeared . The first, the one with the form of a half moon, was slowly displacing 
i faelf toward the west, and the second, the one with the form of a disc, was climbing, 
always slowly. The observers assume that they ceased to be visible mainly because 
of the appearance of the s un, which with its light put out their brilliance. Consequently, 
the first was visible around an hour and the second for a half hour, more or less. 

Profes s or Guerci showed us that it is not possible to confuse the observations made by 
them with stars on account of the hour and on account of their movements, apart from 
the fact that they had different forms, which, as we ascertain, it was possible to ob­
serve with simple vision. With respect to the possibility that they might be flying 
saucers or cigars, he saiC. , without being definite in giving an opinion that he believed 
he had observed something foreign to our knowledge. Professor Guerci is the Chief 
of the Meteorological Service of the Airport of Cordoba and he has belonged to the 
Ministry of Aeronautics for s ix years. The news of these curious observations, by the 
seriousness of the informative source and the unanimity of opinions of those who had 
the opportunity to evaluate the phenomena, scattered at midday in this area, has awak ­
ened extraordinary expectations. '1 

EDITOR: The Cordoba incid ent will be filed as Cas e 81. The date indicated on the re­
lease is Nov. 25, '54, but the incident may have actually occ•trred on Nov. 22, 154, a 
date w ', en B razil reported t \ at a formation of 19 saucers had flown perilously close to 
a commercial aircraft. See Case 59 . Reports from S. America are heavy, but none 
make the news wires. Coral Lorenzen, thru her APRO Bulletins, has revealed some 
startling material from a creditable s ource in Venezuela, which if true, means t hat a 
hideous, hairy, dwarf-like 11 biped 11 i1as already alighted on earth from extra-terre s ­
trial craft. Several incidents , involving these abominable creatures, occurred also 
in November of 1<;54. On s till another issue, the Cordoba incident, remembering its 
official clearance, should dismiss any notion that such devices involved, were secret 
U.S. , British or Russian missiles or neo-type aircraft . 

U.S. JETS FIRE ON UFO: (Case 82, Rockford, Ill. April, 1955) Another bombshell, 
and , more evidence dismissing t he idea that "saucers" are U .S. weapons! CRIFO' s 
source for this information is very reliable and we are endebted to Frank Gallagher, 
of Roseville, Mich ., fur passing on some of the details with a promi se of more to come. 
The account , according to Gallagher, center s around four GOC members, all business­
men in the Rockford area. Tog ether, on watch, they witnessed an UFO near t hei r post, 
and sent in a report to the Filter Center in Chicago. Within minutes, jets were u p on 
an intercept mission, and, according to the GOC members , fired on the mysterious ob­
ject, causing it to explode. Before t he explosion, however, GOC rep ortiyd that a smaller 
round object s:wt out of the side of the 11 parent11 device, then, in horizontal flight, passed 
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up the jets, after which it was seen to turn on edge and disappear straight up into the 
sky. Gallagher's informant said that Air Force personnel moved in quickly and warn­
ed the GOC members to say nothing about the incident. Howeve r, earlier, the local 
Civil Defense Chief of the Rockford area did report the 11firing 11 to the local press - -
who, in turn, explained away the affair by stating that jets had fired on a 11balloon11

• 

EDITOR: This incident of pursuit and firing upon an UFO by U.S. military aircraft 
is not without precedent. The writer has learned of several such incidents, one 
dating back to the Luke Field affair, 1945. We also under stand that, not too long ago, 
a guided missile installation near a certain AFB, fired a Nike at a "saucer'', hitting 
its target. 

SAUCERS OF YESTERYEAR--THE LINK TO CREDULITY: Let it now be said that the 
writer doubts the existence of Jonathan Leonard, Science Editor of Time I After hear­
ing Leonard's argument against the existence of saucers, during a TV debate , May 16 , 
in which he and Willie Ley sided against Major Keyhoe and M. K. Jessup, the writer 
nearly lost his faith in s cience . If we are to use Leonard's logic, then we cannot ac­
cept Leonard himself as a human entity, that is, until we have had the opportunity to 
examine and v ivisect hi s body i n the witne s s of three doctors of medicine who would 
be willing to swear in writing that Leonard exists I An extreme analogy , but it fits 
t h e diehard theorists who s till deny the existence of the saucer and with it the prob­
ability of it being an interplanetary machine on the premise that 1) saucers are a 
psychotic "hangover " resulting from Ken Arnold's sighting of nine 11mirages" in 1947, 
or, 2) saucers are secret U.S., British or Russian devices. 

Let it also be said that neither interpretation will hold up in court as against the evid­
ence supporting the interplanetary saucer--if a fair trial were held! And, in support 
of this writer's contention, we quote from a letter recently received from Capt. Edw. 
J. Ruppelt, formerly head of Project Blue Book, A TIC, Wright-Patterson Field, 11 

••• 

As for their (UF0 1 s) being a U.S., or any worldly development, I can categorically 
deny this. 11 

Aside from the fact that Ruppelt has very sound reasons for making this statement, it 
should also be remembered that he was in the position to investigate incidents and 
evaluate evidence collected by the Air Force during 1951 - 1953. His 11 categorical" 
denial s hould be unassailable testimony against the notion that the U.S. had a disc in 
working order, during or before his tenure with Project Blue Book. With equal as­
surance, we add that Russia or Germany had no saucer-like device dating back into 
the aeronautical Dark Age of 1926 or 18971 

Ted Bloecher , of N . Y. , writes us: "These early cases, prior to Ken Arnold's 
' trigger ' report, are most important, simply because it was a time when no 'attitude' 
had been established either by the public or official sources, thus eliminating the need 
to 'color 1 the report. 11 With these thoughts in mind we should like to review some 
"old" sightings occurring along the Eastern Seaboard, during Spring of 1946. 

Case 83, Bernardston, Mass., Hinsdale, N. Ha1nps hire, March, 1946) Following a 
lecture on "saucers" , Rev. Albert Baller, of Greenfield, Mass., was approached by 
a member of the audience., Fred J. Stange . He told Baller that he was in possession 
of a photograph that he took, showing discs, over Bernardston. "Two days later," 
writes Baller, "I received a letter from him (Stange) and with i~ a photograph." We 
quote Stange 1 s letter: 
11 • •• The photograph was taken in March of 1946 on a dark, cloudy day about four in the 
afternoon ... I saw first the three discs in a group hanging in the sky. Thought it strange, 
and hoping they would not fade out, I ran inside to get a camera. When I arrived out of 
doors, I looked up and saw another to the right moving slowly and stop; then far to the 
right a flash caught my eye and the other speck of light grew larger and also stopped. 
Shortly after I took the picture, the discs which were in the east traveled rapidly to the 
west and disa-11peared. 11 
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The writer has had the opportunity to examine the photograph, (taken by a box camera), 
and finds, in agreement with Baller , that it checks out Stange 1 s account. The photo 
shows a random bucolic scene, farmhouse surrounded by trees and a wide expanse of 
sky. To the left are three discs in tight V -formation of which the lead disc is the largest. 
To the right is a solitary luminosity of large diameter and to the right of this, still an­
other light, only s maller. When Baller re-visited Bernardston to see Stange for more 
details, he learned that Stange had seen a sixth saucer as large as the others, almost 
directly overhead. Stange said that when the objects started to leave , the large one at 
the head of the "V" started first and then the other s immediately followed. He described 
the objects a s "silver" and very bright against the overcast, moving without noise. 

Then Rev. Baller , adds in his letter, "A quite unexpected verification of S tange' s story 
and picture , came when I had lunch with a friend , Mrs. George Kendrick, of Greenfield. 
I showed her the photo . •. and she e x claimed: 'Those look just like the objects my hus­
band and I and a lot of neighbors watched when we were living in Hinsdale , N.H. , in 1946 .' 
She described how they had watched four or !::10re of these strange, silver-like discs 
move back and forth over the sky at about 'five o'clock' on a cloudy day in March, 1946 . 
She was sure it was March, but neither Stange or Mr s . Kendri c~;: could remember the 
date. Hinsdale is only a few miles northeast of Bernardston as your map will show. 1

' 

Case 84, Lafayette, N. Y., April or May, 1946) For this account we are endebted to 
Isabel Davis, of N. Y. who gathered the facts , and Ted Bloecher who assembled them 
on paper, a neat job of intelligience work. 

The sun had just past the zenith, the weather was clear with scattered clouds when 
Richard R. Hill and Stanl ey Ogdrzyiak were driving in an open convertibl e on the 
Lafayette Country Club Road. Suddenly, both men were attracted by a curious gleaming 
object in the s ky, which they at first mistook for a dirigible, but closer watch revealed 
details and a preternatural behaviorism which conclusively ruled out any normal expla­
nation. We, here, refer to Ted's letter for Hill' s description of the object and its be­
havior: "Cigar-shaped, horizontal to the ground, long axis north to south. Metallic 
appearance; s un reflected from it. Tapered to sharp point at each end. Perfectly 
smooth; no protrusions, fins, baskets , etc; no markings. Object was motionl ess when 
first seen, and remained motionless. Estimate of altitude difficult, probably 5, 000 to 
10, 000 ft. At that height, object must have been fairly large, as outline was very clear 
and distinct, not at all blurred by distance. At that estimated altitude , 300 -400 ft . long; 
maximum diameter one-third of length. A 2s•-cent piece held out against the object 
would more than cover the diameter, w ith perhaps 1/8 11 of coin overhanging clearly be ­
yond the outer limits of the object on either side. It would not obscure the object, how­
ever , a s part of the tapering portion of the object would extend past the coin on either 
end, equal to one-half of its total length. Object in view for two minutes without change 
in appearance or position. Object disappeared instantaneously- -impossible for it to 
have dropped behind the hills!" 

Case 85, La Grange, Florida, May, 1946) The research of Rev. Baller has uncovered 
many good s ightings , and we note the one following with emphasis on time and place. 
The incident involves Andrew A . Titcomb of Perkinsville, Vt., who at that time had 
just returned from the Pacific Theatre as Lt. j. g., U.S. N. R. While on duty, Titcomb 
was senior watch officer , gunnery and radar officer aboard a destroyer escort. In a 
letter to Baller and cleared for CRIFO, Titcomb writes: " I was picking oranges in the 
forenoon ... when a distinct, wavering, whistling noise of a fast moving body through 
the air made me look up. Directly overhead I saw a dark "flying football" flying from 
west to east at about 1000 ft. elevation, possibly less, at a speed of a light plane--say 
125 mph. It appeared dark against the bright cloud layer which had a ceiling of perhaps 
15 00 ft. There was no blue sky showing. There was no s ound of any engine , it had no 
wings or other appendages, no props, and no trail of smoke in back . It appeared about 
15 or 20 ft. long, perhaps less, and as I watched, it curved smoothly in an arc to the 
southeast and vanished in a cloud bank . . . The object did not emit any light or glow ... 
My wife and the rest of the family heard this queer noise and all rushed out to see what 
it v• as . My wife caught a glimpse of it as it vanished into the clouds, confirming my story." 
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EDITOR: We note in all four cases, the corroborative pattern of time incidence and 
geographical location- -the Atlantic Seaboard! Of significance, too, is the time link­
up with the earliest Swedish sightings, which began on May 24, 1946. See May, 1955 
Newsletter. We also note that all the seaboard sightings took place during the day­
light hours and all the objects were discoidal or ellipsoidal in shape. 

T E E ALTAI-E IMALAYA SIGHTING - -1926 (Case 86) While rumors were rife in Jan­
uary of this year that saucers were a U.S. weapon of German ancestry, the writer 
received a letter from Frank Edwards, which said in part, "The hokum about these 
things being of U . S. origin can be handled neatly if you will ask your informants how 
these •:u. S. 11 discs happened to be buzzing around Altai Himalaya in 1926 .... I was 
sprayed with it regularly - but the Himalaya question always left them high and dry." 
On Frank's tip, the writer procured the book, Altai-Himalaya, written by Nicholas 
Roerich, (copyrighted in 192 9), from the Public Library. Referring to pages 361-62, 
the text reads as follows : "August 5, 1926- -something remarkable! We were in our 
camp in the Kukunor district not far from the Humboldt chain. In the morning about 
half p ast nine some of our caravaneers noticed a remarkably big black eagle flying 
above u s . Seven of us began to watch this unusual bird. At this same moment an­
other of our caravaneers remarked, 'There is something far above the bird.' And he 
s houted in hi s astonishment. We all saw, in a direction from north to south, some­
t h ing big and s hiny reflecting the sun, like a huge oval moving at great speed. Cross­
i n g our camp this thing clL~ nged in its direction from south to southwest, and we saw 
how it d isappeared in the intense blue sky. We even had time to take our field glasses 
and s aw quite distinctly an oval form with s hiny surface, one side of which was bril­
liant from t h e sun. 11 

CIGAR-SHAPED "AIRSHIP'' SURVEYS UNITED STATES--1897 (Case 87) The writer 
has reviewed each of the following incidents in their complete coverage, but likes the 
concise, itinerant chronicling superbly handled by The Reader's Diges~ in their July, 
195 2 issue: We quote: " In April 18S7, U.S. newspapers from coast to coas t gave front 
p age s p ace to a huge, cigar-shaped "airship" cruising around Chicago. Late in March 
dispatches from the West had described a 'cigar-shaped' object, with no motive power, 
'certainly not steam,' first reported near Sacramento , then Denver. On March 2 9 , ac-
cord ing to the New York Herald, it was seen 'by a majority of the residents of Omaha. 
It w as in the shape of a bright light, too big for a balloon.' The New York Sun stated 
t hat Kansas Cl.ty trolley cars stopped' and soon the whole population was w a tching it 
fr om t h e street a~d rooftops. The light was as big as that produced by 20 stars.' 
Stories poured into the Chicago Tribune. 'Reputable citizens (of Eldora, Iowa) say t h ey 
o bserved the gigantic airship . One man said it resembled a immense bird of poli shed 
s ilver. 'In Milwaukee 'thousands of people saw it. The machine floated over the City 
Hall, where it stopped for a quarter of an hour. 11 

A CLASSICAL CASE OF CONTRADICTORY CLAPTRAP: (Case 88, Los Angeles area, 
M a ; 1 S , 55) A covey of jets returned to Norton AFB after a· "fruitress search" for t h ree 
s ilvery d isc- shaped objects · t hat entertained nun1erous people over a wide area, i n clud­
i "g Mt. Wilsqn, between 7 :15 and 8:15 p. m. Lt. Joh n Elliot of t h e Pasadena Police, w ~10 
we;1t to investigate after p hone calls began pouring in, said he could see the objects 
11 c h anging formation as if playing tag in t h e sky . 11 A nother witness said the objects seem­
e d to be "leaping over each o foer. 11 In Montrose, t h e Sh eriff Station's deputies reported 
seeing the objects clearly and said that from Montrose t h e )- appeared to be over t h e La 
Canada area and very high. Most observers, however, reported the objects as " s ilver 
a n d disc-s haped. 11 

T '.1en came t h e coun ter-blow and the double talk. T h e opinion that the objects were 
weather balloons heightened after a La Can ada women trained her binoculars s k yward 
and said they looked like " balloons carrying something. 11 The Weather Bureau, however, 
reported that no balloons were aloft . An earlier report said that the silvery objects di s ­
appeared when the jets arrived to investigate, y et later, a spokesman at t h e Norton AF B 
at San B ernardino, said t h ey had received a report from t h e Pasadena Filter Center, 
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" but did not plan to investigate". Then came the final and authoritative explanation that 
made these headlines: "THOSE FL YING DISCS OVER FOOTHILL AREA TURN OUT TO 
BE JUST INLAND PELICANS. 11 It all began when one, lone man, J. W. Hershberger, 
with binoculars looked up and said, 11 They looked silver to the naked eye, but through 
glasses you could tell they were birds". Checking with the State Div. , of Fish and 
Game, came Hershberger 1 s confirmation - - "Pelicanus Erythrorhychos". 

EDITOR: As my correspondent reminds me, "It seems odd that one man's opinion is 
supposed to void all others . . . Poor taxpayer, the cost of sending up jets to chase peli­
cans l" For collecting all the detailed reports on this case we wish to thank Mrs. W. 
J. Daily, also Harry Boynton and George M. Lew. Mrs. Daily also sends in a full­
page report of a tremendous and destructive aerial shock wave that spread alarm over 
the Los Angeles area the following day. The explosion, according to witnesses, was 
preceded by a "flash in the sky". The cause, unknown. 

UFO WITH LONG BLUE TAIL OVER JAPAN: Case 89, Shimizu, Japan, Feb. 5, 55) Early 
risers , at 5 a. m. saw it over Shimizu, a small port town. A newspaper delivery man, 
Yukio Tanaka, on bicycle , said the object, shaped like a disc, had a long blue tail, which 
illuminated the road. Other witnesses agreed, and added that they saw it streak toward 
t he Pacific. One witness said, as the disc moved out toward the sea, there was a sudden 
explosive sound and the obj ect disappeared from view. The story was carried in the 
Nippon Times,, Tokyo, and sent in by Harold Fulton, N. Z . (ED: Object may have been 
bolide, but if so, then we must admit on basis of the frequency of such reports, that the 
Earth is presently in the midst of the Great Bolide Age.) 

NEWSLETTER TO TAKE NEEDED VACATION: Finally and wearily, after two years of 
non-stop work, being Advertising Manager of large manufacturer by day and Researcher 
and Publisher of CRIFO by night, the writer and his family will start their vacation in 
the middle of June. Plans are to visit, relax and perhaps research a little in Louisiana. 
Being away, the writer therefore, will not be able to prepare material for the July News­
letter in time for the usual first Friday deadline which is July 1st. However, this copy 
should be ready by mid-July, but, in that it is so close to August, we have decided that 
the two issues, four pages each, will be mailed out together, that is, as soon as the 
August issue is completed. Quite a task, but by having both the July and August issues as 
separate issues, it will maintain the system of continuity and general convenience for 
those keeping reference files. Don't let our absence stop you from sending in mail, clip­
pings, news-bits and subscriptions. All mail will be checked and all items of importance 
will be forwarded to the writer, promptly, at his destination. We trust that all good mem­
bers will bear with us during the CRIFO lull period and that our publication policy for 
July meets with your approval. Perhaps, by the time we get to press again there will 
have burst many new bombshells into the sham and the silence surrounding the saucer. 
SUBSCRIPTION NOTICE: High cost of operations forced CRIFO in April to increase its 
rates from $2. 00 to $ 3. 00 per year. Foreign subs have been increased to $ 3. 60, regu­
lar mail. All back issues available at 25~ each. CRIFO's Newsletter is on file in the 
Library of Congress. 

SAUCER SUNDRIES : On May 24, Cincinnati was visited by a formation of four glowing, yell ; 
oval objects. Many scattered witnesses, and their descriptions all tally. No jets in the 
area said the Air Force .. . The May-June copy of Flying Saucer Review has just arrived 
from London, looking very professional and informative . We recommend : write to 1 Doughty 
St., London W. C. 1 , Engl and .. .. Gaining momentum is M. K. Jessup 's idea of a UFO-Cruise 
Convention to the Carribean in Sept., 55. Need about 500 enthusiasts, cost about $70. to 
$80 .00 per person. Write for details, Mr. M.A.Bassett, c / o Library Research Gr., 408 
International Bldg . Wash. 4, D.C . More information later .. • Photos showing shiny discs 
over Manhattan look good, but at this time, need mor·3 substantiation . Need more wit­
nesses . . . CRIFO enjoyed the recent visit of Rev. Leon LeVan, of Pittsburgh, Pa. He has 
collected through the years a veritable archive of material pertaining to the UFO which 
he believes is interplanetary . Rev . LeV~n has written letters to all corners of the 
globe seeking verification to "contact" stories. 
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WORLD'S AIR FORCES, IN JOINT OPERATIONS, CHALLENGE INCURSION OF UFO's. 
MYSTERIOUS JET DISASTERS MOUNT. G. 0 . C. ALERTED- TO COORDINATE IN SKY-. 

WATCH WITH RADAR 

Late word from correspondents outside the USA af­
firms uniquivicaliy the growing international alarm over 
the problem of the UFO. Most free nations, to meet 
these problems, have long been joined in a coordinated 
investigation program, but the plans of operation and the 
information, interchanged, is kept secret. Typical of this 
mutual endeavor was in the Royal Australian Air Force 
lending the USAF a film of UFO in flight over Port 
Moresby, New Guinea in 1953. A recent example: the 
U.S. rushing a sizeable team of scientists and investiga­
tors to Venezuela to check into that country's ominous 
rash of sightings and supposed landings. 

But the cumulative information is secret. T o help 
safeguard the evidence and prevent a frenetic mob-demand 
for the facts, which occurred in the summer of 1952, the 
newswire services were asked to cooperate by playing 
down "saucer" stories. They agreed-just as they had 
worked cooperatively during the war years and particu­
larly when the Manhattan Project was in force. A letter 
from a journalist in Peru confirms the recent UFO cen­
sorship, explaining that U.P., A.P. and 1.N.S., since March 
26, 1954, have cut all saucer information from North 
America. And, from CRIFO's experience, the same is true 
in reverse. News items, datelined from the Latin Ameri­
cas, were virtually nil. 

Late corroborative evidence of Pan-American censor­
ship is found in a statement reported by Coral Lorenzen 
of APRO. We quote from her April Bulletin: 

"It is indeed surprising that no mention has been made in the 
U. S. newspapers of the Petare, Carora, Valencia and Zulia en­
counters (Ed: with hairy bipeds, Venezuela) ... Stranger it seems, 
is the fact that Mr. Miller of Business Week, Mr. Arnold Dible of 
U.P. and Mr. John Schell of North American Newspaper Alliance 
were all 'coincidentally' in Caracas tW<J days after the Petare irJCi.. 
demi" 

CENSORSIDP AND A STRANGE KIND OF WAR 
However, all is not gloom! Although we may sometimes 

l?e perturbed by the fetters of censorship, or irked by its 
/esultant outcrop of fanciful tales or prophecies of doom, 

1 
we may also find some comfort in knowing that behind 
this curtain of censorship are the world's UFO-alerted 
air forces, some of which, fully briefed and equipped, 
have long engaged the interloper in a strange kind of 
war. Many pilots have returned from action safely to 
report their weird encounters, others not, but the real 
significance lies in the fact that despite the evidence of 
conflict in our skies, the planet, Earth, still pursues its 
normal course. 

While our terrestrial life seems relatively unchanged 
through many years of visitation, the future, however, is 
unpredictable. CRIFO, with limited information, does not 

pretend to know the masterplan, or the reasoning or 
emotions behind it. Nor do we know the meaning behind 
the curious surface transformations on the moon, on 
Mars1 or the mission of two artificial satellites circling 
earth. We do know that earth's skies and man's bound­
aries are not inviolate to the massing legions in space. 
That UFO's pose a serious problem for military aviation 
is marked by the drama of recent events, ( 1) adoption of 
closer military-civilian skywatch operations, (2) evidence 
of USAF defensive action, ( 3) the sudden rise in jet 
crashes-the causes of which are not satisfactorily ex­
plained. 

BEWND THE MASTERPLAN-MORE VICTIMS 
OF VIOLENCE? 

Inasmuch as we cannot prove that any one of the re­
cent air crashes was caused by UFO action we shall re­
view some of the incidents objectively, remembering pre­
vious clisasters2 which were caused by some methodical 
airborne agency. Reflectively, it is always plausible for 
two pilots, at the same moment, to misjudge their course, 
but the spontaneous or simultaneous crash or explosion of 
four, five or eight separate aircraft demands a more ra­
tionalized explanation than pilot misjudgment or routine 
failure. We may even suppose, on mathematical chance, 
that some extraordinary failure could simultaneously be­
fall four or six aircraft but, again, hardly with the shock­
ing frequency as noted in recent dispatches. 

Case 90, Stockholm, Sweden, May 2, 1955-Four super­
sonic Swedish "Flying Barrel" jet fighters crashed on the 
ice of Glottern Lake in rapid succession, killing all four 
pilots. Air Force officials said the four pilots apparently 
misjudged their distance above the frozen lake because 
of low, overhanging clouds.3 

(Ed: This case may be the exception, but considering the long 
record of UFO activity over Sweden, we cannot wholly rely on 
the innocence of the phraseology.) · 

Case 91, Near Madison, Wisconsin, May 22, 1955-
C. A. A. officials at Truax Field said the two F-80 jets 
left Ft. Wayne, Indiana at 2:28 p.m. on a training flight 
to Duluth, Minn. Flying at 35,000 ft. at 350 mph the 
F-80s entered bad weather. The pilot of one turned back 
over J anesville and returned safely to Ft. Wayne, the 
other disappeared without leaving a single clue. During 
the extensive search, a fisherman in Lafayette County re­
ported seeing a flash and hearing an explosion, but noth­
ing was found in that area. By June 1 Air Force officials 

1 See CRIFO NEWSLETTER April •5·5, page i, statement by Dr. R. s. 
Richardson. Also rer .. NEW FINDINGS ABOUT MARS, In Sky &. Tele­
scope, July, '55 Issue. 

2 See FLIGHT OF THE M'AC:ABRE, Marcll '55, CRlFO Newsletter. 
3 Credit, H. G. Rovner, Pblla., Pa. 
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There are more thi1~gs 11£ heave1~ a11d earth. HorMio, than are 
dreamt of i1~ your philosophy-Shakespeare. 

C.R.I.F.O., FACING TASK AHEAD, PRESENTS 
NEW LOOK 

Vacaitions are nice, and we're happy to be back home after a 
long d rive to and from Lake Charles, Louisiana. We feel rested, 
but had little time to feel the luxury of laziness when we returned 
home and found a mountain of mail- some letters needing prompt 
answers. Overwhelmed as to what to do next, I made a choice­
get out CRIFO's new ORBIT. The transition from offset printing 
to letterpress (with luggage still unpacked) is not easy, so we hope 
that you will understand the delay in .receivfog this .issue and hope 
you like our new look. We quite agree with Harold Fulton of 
New Zealand who writes " ... the very best on your vacaition, 
hope you have a deserving break. Really though; there is no rest 
for those in this game." 

C.R.I.F.O. ADOPTS CLASSIFICATION POLICY 

To help .protect you and ourselves in the future on the handling 
and disposition of information contained in your letters, we shail 
borrow an idea from Fred .Stone, presidenit of The Australian Fly­
ing Saucer Research Society. In his recent letter to us, he classified 
certain items of information by code letter. By this method we 
know how to treat such matters that are confidential, and whether 
or not we may be privileged to. publish. 

Effective immediately we shall adopt this CLASSIFICATION 
Policy in all correspondence. Following is the breakdown anc.! the 
coded Capitol letters to use in marking your letters or enclosures. 
TS-Top Secret-Not to be di1mlged in miy maimer-to be destroyed. 

S-Secret-N ot to be divulged i11 aiiy manner- for closed files only. 
C-Confidential-for research officials 01ily-11ot fO'Y pri11titig. 
R-Restricted-For open disrnssion, biit 11-01 for printitig. 

PI-Pttblic fo f ornwtion-For gmeral discussion a11d printing. 

Classified letters, notes, phorographs, documents should be 
marked clearly at top r ight hand corner of page by the proper 
Code Letter, preferably in red rnk or pencil. Classified excerpts 
snould be circled or underscored in red. Imormation not marked 
will be oonstrued as open for discussion or printing, except for in 
cases where previous, mutu'<ll agreements have been made. Clip­
pings will be treated as public information. 

(Continued from page 1) 

said they had given up the search. A spokesman said, 
"We have traced all available leads and they have turned 
out negative in every instance. We have searched 200 
miles west of Madison, 100 miles east, 300 miles north 
and south of this city and over Lake Michigan. The plane 
is still missing. . . .''4 
(Ed: Aircraft in the annals of the missing are many, some dis­
appear ing during UFO activity in the vicinity. See Case 58. Other 
cases, too numerous to mention.) 

Case 92, Over a Rhineland village, Germany, June 9, 
1955-A Sabrejet carrying a full load of ammunition 
exploded, killing the pilot, a German citizen and injurinr< 
four others. Flaming pieces of the plane struck two auto­
mobiles on a holiday-crowded highway. Three houses in 
the village of Rhens, five miles south on the same highway, 
were set afire. The USAF said the planes were on a 
"scramble" mission to intercept an unidentified plane at 
the time of the mishap. Lt. General Robert M. Lee, 
commander of the 12th A. F. at Ramstein, announced, 
"The Sabrejet was one of two scrambled to intercept the 
plane and investigate the (radar) report. The two jets 
were a part of a group of aircraft kept on the alert for 
such things.'' The General added, "It is not yet known 
whether it was an enemy plane. We frequently scramble 
to intercept unidentified aircraft picked up on radar. 
Sometimes they are just aircraft whose flight plans have 
gone astray.''6 
Ed: Having talked briefty with an Operations officer of a large 
SAC base, I had confirmed for me that the Air Force does not 
permit the mention of UFO. All is secret! In the above instance, 
we find that the General, knowing his orders, preferred calling the 
interloper an "unidentified plane". Perhaps so, but we would bet 
evenly that radar got blips that were of a different dimension. 
Surely the second Sabrejet h'<ld returned from its intercept by the 
time the General had phrased his statement, but he remarks, oddly, 
"It is not yet known whether it was an enemy plane." By this we 
deduce th'<lt the object of the scramble was not a U.S. aircraft which 
the general had conversely implied when he said, "Sometimes, they 
are just aircraft whose flight plans have gone astray." We under­
score, sometimes, which leaves us wondering what the jets chase 
when they are not U.S. or Russian aircraft. Finally, we note that 
the Philadelphia Enquirer headlines the "scramble" angle of the 
story, while the Cincinnati Enquirer cut out any suggestion of 
something being 1~111.dmtified.) 

Case 93. Coimbra, Northern Portugal, July 1, 1955-
Eight jet planes of the Portuguese Air Force, part of a 
formation of 12, crashed on Carvalho Mountain-the 
cause, bad visibility or a mid-air collision, military au­
thorities were not sure. The aircraft were taking part in 
Air Force Day q~lebrations, which were cancelled after 
the crashes. Military authorities closed the crash area to 
reporters. 6 

(Ed: We reserve comment) 

The cases listed do not cover all the aerial disasters 
for the same period. Another sinister incident reported. 
by NBC, June 17, minus details, involves the simul- 1 

taneous crash of five U.S. jets in a western state, two 
pilots rescued.7 Still another admittedly "million-to-one" 
disaster occurred during NATO atomic air war maneuvers 
over Germany, June 26. Here, an American Sabrejet 
rammed a four-engine ~.ritish bomber five miles up. All 
six crewmen of the British bomber were killed, while the 
U.S. pilot parachuted to safety. Said the pilot, "I can't 
remember a thing about what happened.''8 

4 Credit, TllOmas Olsen, Highlands Park, JU. 
5 Credit, H. G. Rovner, Phlla., Pa. 
6 Credit, Harold Fulton, CSI, New Zealand. 
7 Credit, Kenneth Smith, Knoxvllle. Tenn. 
8 Credit H,, G. Rovner .. Phlla., Pa. ; 



THE ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS INCIDENT­

MORE EVIDENCE 

In the light of these disasters, we may better understand 
the reason for secrecy and possibly a reason for the 
USAFs recent offensive-defensive action when intercep­
ting UFO's. We cannot say that secret orders exist, per­
mitting jet interceptors to fire on UFO's, but the Rock­
ford incident, Case 82, seems indicative of such action. 
Mr. Frank Gallagher of R oseville, Mich., has sent us addi­
tional information surrounding the incident, and we be­
l ieve that its review here is important. 

We quote from the Rockford Register-Republic, April 
8, 1955: 
"Three a ir force jets, a weather balloon and an interloper from out 
of nowhere added up to an aerial display between Rockford and 
Cherry Valley about 9 :30 a.m. today. John C. Gregory, ex ecutive 
of the Winnebago county civil defense council, said he witnessed 
the weather balloon blowing up between here and Cherry Valley 
after the jets made a pass at it. Just prior to the explosion, 
Gregory said he saw oa burst of Harne. After the balloon exploded, 
Gregory said, another flat spherical object described as a 'brilliant 
white' shot by the jets at a high speed, going from southeast to 
nor thwest. The jets were from O'Hare field at Park Ridge. Air 
Force offidals at the field said the weather balloon was sent up 
from Minneapolis. Gregory watched the show from atop the old 
city hall building after he had received a report from a Rockford 
resident who saw the same d isplay.'' 

This lurid write-up brings many questions to mind. In 
the first place, we question the target being a balloon for 
the following reasons : ( 1) the jets were scrambled to 
intercept an unidentified flying object, thus ruling out 
any prearranged engagement; (2) jets are not permitted 
to fire on meteorological balloons; (3) jets are not per­
mitted to fire on practice or random targets in or near 
residential areas. 

Also Gregory's mention of an "interloper" described as 
"flat, spherical and brilliant white" removes any lingering 
doubts as to the nature of the intercept mission. On good 
evidence it seems that early April was aerially busy.9 We 
also note that April 8, the date of the Rockford incident, 
other UFO's, of bizarre characteristics, were at large, not 
too many miles away. 

Case 94, Roseville, Mich., April 8, 1955-We quote 
from a letter, written by Dominic Sandy: 

"On Friday, Apri l 8, 1955, at 7 :15 p.m., I was looking west thru 
my front door and I saw a white bar which appeared sha rp, rigid 
and frosted. The ends were square and clearly denned. T he full 
~gth was perfectly straight. 

• I watched, thinking it was a vapor trail and compared the direc­
tion of clouds to the right and out o f the picture a rea. The wind 
was from the SW and the white bar did not disentegrate as a 
vapor trail would after 5 minutes. The white bar moved from 
NE to SW, against the wind and I noticed as it moved the angle 
changed. I immediately called Frank Gallagher w!w •li'yes about %. · 
mile to SW of me and he spotted it. I had my wife .w.atch ;. i~ .a.!ld : 
describe its movement toward the horizon and I ran back .and. forth . 

i f'" ) • • • 

between the telephone and the door. When first seen, I Judged the 
angle of the object to be about 30 degrees low and pointing North 
and Frank verified this. This means the object had to be very 
large and very high to look as if the angle was the same from a 
distance of %. mile between vantage points. 

9 See May, t 955 Issue, CR!FO Newsletter. Note dates or Incidents. 

'I'he object moved to the vert ical position and before it vanished 
over the horizon it moved past the vertical. From Frank's OP it 
seemed to glow an orange-red around the midsection. He had 
binoculars t rained on the object and could see it after it passed 
from my sight. My wife called two neighbors and they agree they 
saw basically what we did. 

The object was in my sight about 20 minutes. I judge it to have 
been about 1 mile long and about 10 miles high. It was not fuzzy 
or wispy in any sense of the word. 

In order to prepare this letter I pho tographed the area o f the 
sighting as soon as a day came along (about a week later) that 
had the same cloud haze (very slight) and I shot the picture at 
7 :30 p.m. This made a grey dull Aat negati,·e. I made several 
pr ints before getting one that gave us the closest grey tone as 
compared to the white of the object. 

I then used a ruling pen and chinese white positive C•) lo'r to give 
you as close a picture as we could to what we saw." 

Frank Gallagher writes, postscript: 
"P.S. Dear Len, I rehashed this event with Dom and as outlined in 

the at tached photo he saw this object at a 30 degree angle, however, 

my wife and I definitely saw ~t at a complete horizontal pos ition, 

plus the fact that l only saw it change colors . . . . Dom and I 
have decided .that perhaps he saw one object whereas my wife and 1 

saw another object o f the same description only perhaps in some­

what a different posit ion in the sky .. . . " 

In brief, the facts related, tell only part of the general, 

or global concern over the UFO encursion. Although we 

cannot cite, authoritatively, any overt signs which would 

indicate an extraterrestial plan of conquest, planeticide or 

even a menace borp of curiosity, we try and evaluate the 

straws in the wind, so to speak. One such straw in the 

turbulent wind of evidence is the adoption of a closer 

alliance between the military and the Ground Observer 

Corps in Operation Skywatch. We quote from S.O.P., No. 

13, May 17, 1955, pr ge 2, paragraph 5, entitled OPERA­

TIONS- TYPES OF AIRCRAFT TO REPORT. 

"fn case of u11/mow11 flying objects or aircraft in distress or any 

w111s11al occurre11ccs, a column 9 repo r t should be made. Give a de­

scription of the unknown object, its size, shape and speed; o r if an 

airc raft is in distress give complete detai ls. Air Force personnel on 

duty wi ll ask additional questions pertaining to >the object or aircra ft 

in distress or occurrence and any additional information you can 

give will be helpful." 

That the UFO is of perennial concern was exposed by 

Scripps-Howard writer, Jim G. Lucas, February 13, 1954. 

We quote in part from his article: 

" .. . Representatives of major airlines will meet in Los Angeles 
with Military Air T ransport (MATS) service intelligence officers 
to discuss speeding up saucer reporting procedures. T he idea will 
be to 'get the reports in the quickest possible way' so the Air 
Force can speed fast jet figh ters to investigate. Heretofore, com-

" mercial pilots have landed and then repor ted to MATS through 
.' :.~r companies. By that time, the trai l usually is cold . Now, 

pilots a re instructed to flash reports direct from the ai r to MAT S 
intelligence in Washington or to the nearest air force base . .. . 
Airline pilo ts arc asked not to discuss their sightings publicly o r 
give them to newspapers."10 

10 See s tatement by MaJor n. Keyboe, Sept . Issue, CRlFO Newsletter. 



SOUTH AFRICAN METEOROLOGIST'S REPORT 

Case 95, Cape Province, S. Africa, D ec. 7, 1954-

"0n December 7th, 1954," states Mr. R. H. Kleyweg, officer-in­
charge at the Meteorological Station, Upington, Cape Province, "I 
released a balloon fo r upper wind observat ion. I was shielding my 
eyes fro m the sun when I saw an object to the east of the sun 
moving slowly from the west. I thought this was my balloon and 
picked it up in the theodolite. As there was some cloud about I 
had released a red balloon, but this object was white not red; it 
was like a half-circle with the sun reflecting off the sloping top. 
I followed this object for about three minutes not knowing what 
to make of it. It was not m<>ving at all fast and was easy to fol­
low. I could see it through cloud owing to the reflection of the 
sun from it. My stop watch was still gQing and I decided to take 

theodolite observations. In the first reading the angles were 43.7 
azimuth from true north and the elevation 56.7. I had no sooner 
written this down than the object began to move at greater speed. 
I kept it in sight for another full minute and took another reading. 
This was 38 degrees from north and the elevation was also 38 
degrees. I scribbled the last two readings down on the pad bwt 
the object was moving so fa st that I could not find it again in the 
theodolite when I looked up. 

"I have followed thousands of meteorological balloons. This ob­
ject was no balloon. It did not look or behave like a balloon. The 
angular observations give a movement of the object of 30 degrees 
true ( i.e., from 210 degrees) in direction, and a speed of 75 m.p.h. 
for eacl1 10,000 feet of its height above ground."11 

111 Credi&, AUSTRALIAN SAUCER RECORD, quolect rrom NATAL 
MERCURY. 

'. .. : 
1·~',o j Le ' 

SAUCER SUNDRIES: Watch for an article on Mars in 

the Sept. issue of National Geo~raphic . ... We like Editor 
E. Biddle's saucer-subject candor in Uranus, a British pub­

lication. Write Markham H ouse P ress, Ltd., 31 Kings 

Rd., London, S.W. 3, England .... As always, much good 

material in New Zealand's C.S.I. publication, edited by 
H arold Fulton. Write C.S.I., P.O. Box 1914, Auckland, 

N.Z ... . A new letterpress publication with a sound or­

ganization behind it, is Australian Saucer R ecord. Write 

Fred Stone, 22 Northcote St., Kilburn, South Australia. 

. .. F rom a member in Naughton, Ontario, Canada, we 

received a letter describing a low hovering "saucer'' that 

t errified some children while at play. . . . Is the glass-pox 

L. H. STRINGFIELD, Dir. 
C.R.I.F.0. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 
CINCIN·NATI 27, OHIO 

plague back again? Got report and the evidence, now 
under study, from New York, and another report which 

tells of fire-dart piercing plate glass of store in New York 

town, then, miraculously, the glass sealing up its crack 

without the aid of human hand. Many witnesses. Ahem, 

we need more facts, please! . . . We recommend D erek 

D empster's FlyinA Saucer R eview, a new British slick 
mag. Write, 1 D oughty St, Lindon, W.C. 1, England ..•. 

Received advance copy of George Adamski's new book, 

Inside The Space Ship. New photos are revealed to back 
up his adventures in space. We prefer not to enter the 

Adamski controversy as we do not have sufficient evi­
dence to support or deny his experiences. 

Da William S. Daniela 
3218 Roscoe St. 
Dallas• '.l'exa:s 

FORM 3547 REQUESTED 
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IS "SAUCER" SHOWDOWN NEAR? UNPRECEDENTED PEACE TALKS MAY HAVE 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL COERCION 

C.R.I.F.O. does not operate a ru~ormongery: it prefers 
the fact-rooted story. However, there are instances where 
the line separating fact from fiction are tenuous-such is 
the story we have from Geneva. Our first impulse was 
to reject the item, in toto, but we . reconsidered our ap­
pra.isal upon receipt of an additional clipping1 which 
named the source of the information as Prof. Alfred 
Nahon of Lausanne, Switzerland.2 Having no knowledge 
of Nahon's irresponsible reporting in the past, we felt 
reasonably safe ilJ assuming that his details were in order, 
and, at once began connecting with it other pertinent 
evidence we had on file, all of which, lends still more 
credence to the professor's assertions. On these premises, 
we feel duty-bound to relate the evidence on hand for 
your own evaluation. We quote, first, from the A. P. re­
lease, datelined Geneva, July 16, 1955: 

"The World Interplanetary Association disclosed today the secret 
reason the heads of government of the world's fo ur major powers 
decided to meet here next week. This is it: To discuss how to deal 
with beings from other planets who have delivered a final warning 
to the world by destroying atomic plants in Britain3 and Russia. 
The association made this disclosure in a memorandum to the Big 
F-our, signed by its president, Prof. Alfred Nahon of Lausanne. 
The association's congress unanim?usly approved it last week, he 
said. The utilization of atomic energy-even for peaceful purposes 
- was about to cause the disintegration of the universe, the memo 
declared. The inhabitants of other planets realized the danger, and 
the only way to prevent attacks from outer space was to abando n 
the atom. The memo called o n the Big Four to tell the world the 
truth about aircraf.t from outer space, 'observed in al l count r ies 
since 1945' in order to avoid a 'stupid panic' when th.e facts finally 
become known."4 

1 Credit, Sam F'eldman. Cl1lcago, 111 .. H. G. Rovner. Phlla., Pa. 
2 Editor. LE COURRIER INTE:RPLANETAIRE. 
3 ~Ve know or several mysterious explosions over England which cte­

pan~ explana tion, (1 ) British mag., FLYI NG SAUCER REVIEW, May-
' ·June Issue. reports one over Hamps tead Heath area. March 16, 1955. 

<2 l See CRIFO case 73. Harold T. Wilkins lnrorms us, Incident Involved 
rour blas t bolts corning from four direc tions, one swinging In tlgnt 
circle, after entering the Isles rrom Land's End from Atlantic. It 1ben 
explo<lea violently on coast or Eire, causing landslide. (3) C:Sl, N. Z., 
sends us clip on mysterious London explosion, July 6, quotlns- in part: 
"The explosion- a double hang-awakened people over 50-mUe radius, 
rattl ing windows, setting orr burglar alarms and alerllng police anct fire 
departments. " It made a rolling, thundery noise" , said a Ministry 
spokesman, "which Is not at au like a supersonic bang." 

4 At press time, we received a letter, via air mall rrom Pror. Nahon. 
In our nasty translation from the French, we learn that Nahon•s ln­
rqrmatlon . on the explosions and the destruction or atomic centers In 
Russia and England, and the blackout of this news by the press, comes 
rrom a "good source". He says, ''the one or Which we are dealing 
mostly (for Information) ts an Italian diplomat or Rome ... (Ed: 
We have diplomat's name, but prefer withholding). Nahon adds, 
". . . I have never said that the Big Pour gathered to discuss the 
question or the UFO . . . they gathered BECAUSE OF THE ACTION 
following these ( UFO's) ." 

Needless for C.R.I.F.O. to offer its interpretation of the 
proceedings at Geneva, for at this writing the trend is 
nebulous, premature and deplete of the facts. However, 
the real trend appears to have been established before 
Geneva. Looking back into the potpourri of events in 
recent months, we have noted the build-up of a new East­
W est relationship, one in which not only the deeds of 

peaceful intentions are manifest, but with it the ungrudg­
ing handshake and wooing smile of visiting dignitaries. It 
is in these gestures that we find our double entendre, and, 
our suspicions for the fear-state which may have coerced 
the heads of government into a new and more cordial 
behavior. 

THE CONTAGION OF FEAR 

Then came the Geneva Conference, seeming almost too 
precipitant. Sparked by the Nahon report, we felt even 
more convinced that a contagion of fear, spreading stead­
ily behind the scenes, did have the precipitant influence, 
or, not to be discounted in the light of recent develop­
ments, that some new incident had ' occurred forcing the 
whole issue into a state of crisis! 

Even disregarding the "state of crisis" hypothesis, we 
still find credulity in the belief that the meeting of the 
Big Four may have served more than one good purpose, 
and we cite, ( 1) closed-door discussion of UFO problems, 
which at any time may precipitate into a world crisis, 
(2) concurrent and open discussion of East-West differ­
ences, which if effected, would mean a world of peaceful 
co-existence, and the necessary unified front in meeting 
any new cr isis. 

All in all, we must account in some way for the sudden 
warmth of diplomacy and the savior faire of the digni­
tary, · while still fresh in mind are the yesterdays of sabre­
rattling and the blood bath of Korea. The real issu.es ·at 
Geneva are not yet known, and may never be, but we are 
certain that away from the podium, panels were held in 
secrecy. One sundry note, touching on , the theme of 
secrecy, comes from ·Eddy Gilmore of A. P. 5 In his re­
port of July 21, he played up the "black snow" which 
swirled down over a ·Wide area around the headquarters 
of the U. S. delegation. He assures us, however, that the 
snow was nothing more than ashes of secret papers being 
burned by security men. . . . 

5 Credit, H. G. Rovner, Pblla., Pa. 
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SOLID BEDROCK 

The success <:> f anything must have a foundation o f something, 
and the som ething o f our success, is the steadfast spirit of coopera­
tiveness and loyalty shown by our thousands of readers. W ithout 
this solid bedrock, CRIFO W'Quld crumble. Proo f o f our content ion 
is in the mail we receive-over 15,000 letters in litt le more than a 
year=-and most all were letters o f kindness, encouragement, or 
those with information and clippings. Although all were graciously 
received, many went unanswered- the vict ims of time and its un~ 

relenting dilatation fact or. It is this o ne shortcoming in o ur modus 
operai1di that we par ticularly regret, and hope in .the future we 
may smooth it out, thus making us worthy o f your loyalty. 

IN COOPERATIVE FELLOWSHIP 
. We ·should like to add a special thanks to those " first o f a few", 
no\V edi ting saucer o r allied publications. Although we may differ 
in editorial approach or in sty le o f presentation," most all have 
been very fair in their dealings with CRIFO. Some have been 
generous contr ibutors of ·materia l and in formation. others, when 
time -permits, cord ially exchange letters, and, practically all have 
been more t han fa ir in respect to the rules o f copyright (to wh!ch 
we subscribe), that is, in observing a credit line. We feel that a 
show of o ur apprecia tion is well Jn order and res..i lve to keep· up 
our end.: · · · · 

OFFICIAL POSTSCRIPT TO THE ROCKFORD 
INCIDENT 

.Knowing the re$ounding importance of the Rockford 
Incident, Case 82, we wrote the Defense Department for 
information concerning Air Force policy which governs 
~uch action as described in July Orbit. We quote from 
their .reply of July 28, 1955 in a letter signed by Captain 
Robert C. White: "With regard to the Case 82 which you 
mentioned, we know of no instance where a military air­
~raft ha·s -fired on any unidentified object. Our llircraft 
dq not fire on balloons, nor· would they fire .on any 
target . in a residential area unless .we were invaded by 
~~~y~~ . 

Ed : Is it possible, in th is instance, •hat our aircraft m·ay have re­
garded the interloper as acting in " hosti le manner ;md therefnre 
considered it as a member o f an eaemy. force? . 

PAST SIGNS OF HIGH LEVEL CONCERN 

In the July issue of Orbit, we emphasized the world's 
·.concern over the UFO. This factor, alone, should be 
y ufficient reason to behoove nations to a unified course of 
action, but we have on hand other information, dating 
back, which shows evidence of a " lti~h level concern, and, 
we believe that such, although signific~nt in itself, may 
also have had some bearing on Geneva. Possibly because 
of tight security in diplomatic circles, little in the way 
of newsbits seep out publicly, but some of the evidence 
we know of has already made the circuit and ·needs only 
review. For instance, Dorothy Kilgallen, on February 1~·-

1954 gave bold-face type to this report: "Flying sauce~s ' 
are regarded as of such vital importance that they will be 
the subj~ct of a special hush-hush meeting of world mili­
tary heads next summer." 

When the summer of 1954 arrived, we heard nothing 
more on this meeting, ·but we learned that the real pur­
pose of Winston Churchill's visit to the U. S. that summer 
went beyond the announced discussion of Asian affoirs. 
His mission, we were told, was on the UFO! Although 
we cannot supply -proof of this assertion, we might recall, 
for what it's worth, that Churchill was one of the strong 
proponents for a meeting at the "summit''. Perhaps, a t 
that long-ago date, the astute Churchill knew that an 
E ast-West reconciliation was mandatory ' before ever cop­
ing with the still greater issue ·of the UFO. Now, reflec­
tively, we can only wonder what has occurred in or over 
Russia since the summer of 1954, and, why now, the 
growling Bear has turned to smiles, licking his· honeyi 

Russia, the enigma in the world of · politics; is no less 
enigmatic in the role of the UFO. All attempts by 
C.R.I.F.O. to burrow unde.r the Iron Curtain . for informa­
tion ·have been futile. However, we do have .one informa­
tive report, tha t removes any notion that the Russians are 
treating the subject with the apathy they pretend. We 
quote_ from the item, datelined Berlin, NANA, Novem­
ber 3,"1952: 

"A German scientist's daughter who lived 111 the Russian zone 
and · was conscripted for work in a Moscow laboratory escaped to 
the western zone, recently. - This g irl of 24 told ·the high commis­
sioner's office that the Russians had come to t he conclusion that 
flyi ng saucers a re not figments of imagination, but are something 
real. T he Russians, she. said, ;:ire resolved to lind out what they a re. 
Her father had work~d under the Nazis ai ·Peenemunde during 
W orld War IL In the beginning, she said, the· Russia ns d ismissed 
the heavenly object~. as propaganda released by the Western. worll. 1 
as· a scare in the hope of convincing t imid pe,rson~ of the grea·t 
·scientific might ·of the West. Later, howeve~; they began '-to · take 
a more serious view of the rtl<\tter when reliable . #oh~s of ' flying 
saucers were: repor ted over Turkey and s_outhern R ussja. " .. " · 

There are many other cor:obqrl:ltiv.e reports covering 
th~ inside concern6 of high level policy-makers, and, of 
co~r~e, we are ~ware o~ those reports, . t?o, that show the 
hand of the charlatan and rumormonger. In summary, 
we feel that the Geneva Conference. i!! very topjcal in 
~eiation .to the ·t,JFO, and, that all rrtention~d factors be 
·carefully evalu~ted, including Nahon's. memorandum.1 



· OPERATION SPACEWATCH AND COMETS..:_ 
ABELL, MRKOS AND "?" 

Astronomers today are busy keeping watch, their tele­
scopes and radio telescopes· probe the vast reaches of 
spacet·-acting as a kind of advance warning system. One 
of their prime functions is hunting and computing celestial 
unkowns, and particular attention is focused in the active 
region of space between Earth and the moon. Also of con­
cern, we may presume, is the orbital path of Mars and 
the circumnavigable space heading in toward the moon 
and · thence to Earth. Recently, in spacewatch opera­
tions, two new comets were ·discovered and their compu­
tations recorded. Sky and Telescope, July 1955 issue, 
{eported: 
1 

"On April 13, 1955 a new 15th magnitude comet was discovered 
in Canes :Venaticl; by G. 0. Abell on Sky Survey plates taken with 
the 48-inch Schmidt telescope at ·Mt. Palomar. A preliminary orbit 
calculation has been made by Dr. L. E. Cunningham, Leuschner· Ob­
servatory, on the basis of .positions on April 15, 17, and 23. The 
orbit is of very high eccentricity, and a parabolic solution leaves 
very small residuals from the observed positions. The remarkable 
feature of this comet is its great perihelion distance, 5.05· ~stron<>­
mical units, so that when the Comet Abell (1955b) was closest to 
the sun, on June 19, 1954, it was just within .the orbit of Jupiter." 

The discovery of the new comet, Mrkos was reported 
in Sky and Telescope, August 1955 issue, and we quote 
in pfl.rt: ·· 

"Recent years have been lean as far as bright comets are con­
cerned, and the .discovery of a naked-eye comet, 1955e, by Antonin 
Mrkos on June 12th was welcome news. At discov.ery, the comet 
was near Capella, and of magnitude 5 or 6. ft was described as a 
diffuse object with a central c~ndcnsation or nucleus, and a tail 

"·more than ·a degree in length. Moving northward and eastward, it 
was best seen before dawn in the NE sky. Word of Comet Mrkos 
was wired to the Copenhagen and Harvard Observatories. 
Reports have already · been received from several American ama­
teur.s .~vho have seen the object. ... " 

THE NEW ZEALAND "GHOST" COMET 
Unlike Comets, Abell and Mrkos, a third discovery, 

Comet "Mcintosh", did not ' win sdentific recognition. In­
stead, it became firs( 'an obje'ct . of cur:iosity, the~ one of 
heated controversy. Finally, we learn that Comet Mc­
Intosh was only a "ghost" on word of the authorities, · but 
in all fairness, we should like to review all the facts as 
told by Harold Fulton, of C.S.I., New Zealand. We quote: 

6 See Kllgallen's rer. to "official or cabinet rank" In statement, June 
'55 NEWSLETTER. 

7 !lard on the heels or Geneva, comes the official announcement. July 
29, or U.S. space satellite plans. Jn tacit conjunction Is NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPllIC'S well-timed articles on space In August issue, Just ar­
l'tvect, and Arthur Edson•s prepared A.P. article which ran In most 
all newspapers and said nothing new save perhaps, tt1e mention of 
''little men". However, the real points of Issue are as follows: (1) the 
satellites are r.or scientific pur1ioses. Although H was stressed that 
their uses would Include the study or cosmic rays and weather. we 
beUeve that the units may house radar designed to help plot the 
positions or pa·rent craft anel the approach or smaller objects. Perhaps 
In other units there will be llOused a new type or telescop~ . called, 
QUESTAR which would easily flt into a device the size or a basketball. 
Such would SEE better on the moon where !here Is extraordinary ac­
tivity. (2) Russian participation. AJth011gh contrary to Secretary 
Wilson's tighter security program, we now reel that ITEMS on the 
Geneva Agenda have altered our past policy. (3) the sudden tepidity 
or Communtst China and a letter received August 1 rrom a·anglrnk, 
Thalland which tells or Increased UFO activity In the Far East. 
( 4) The need for a better smokescreen, ror, If and when saucer slghl­
lngs Increase In 1956 as Mars approaches, the world's press may find a 
better ullbl than hallucination, temperature Inversion and balloon hoaxes. 

Case 96, in Si:'ACE, May 4-10, 1955-
·'A strange body in space first reported to have been seen from 

Rangiora, Christchurch, on May 4th, but not recognized, and then 
again by Mr. L. R. Beaumont, a local astronomer, on May 10th. Mr. 
Beaumont, being uncertain as to what the object represented, passed 
the information on .to Mr. R. A. Mcintosh, Director of the Meteor 
Section of the Royal New Zealand Astronomical Association. Mc­
Intosh, finally assme<l that the other people were n'>t seeing optical 
illusions in the lens of their instruments, took a look himself. Fol­
lowing his confirmation of the Qbject's actual existence, he claimed 
disco\·cry of a new comet. The 'object' was described as having an 
'elliptical head and short tail' or as a 'large blob of light with a faint 
tail'. It was visible only with telescopic aid, in a position close to 
the west of Jupiter. Its astronomical location was given by Mr. 
Mcintosh as ·right asce11sion 7 hrs. 451h m., declination 21 degrees 
37 m North. Mr. Mcintosh quickly computed the new comet's orbit, 
which promised to make cometary astronomical history, in that the 
comet is expected to come within three million miles of the Earth 
on .June 17th. On June 19th, on its outward journey from the 
Sun, the comet is expected to pass through the earth's orbit only 
three days ahead of the earth. The Earth in turn is expected to 
pass through the comet's wake on the 21st of June-thus meteor 
showers are due, we are told. 

"To Auckland '?aucer' ·investigators Mr. Mcintosh is recognized 
as our 'star' sceptical performer, who usually has no difficulty in 
demolishing or exploding o.ther astronomers' claims of 'Moon 
Bridges' and 'Martian Canali', or explaining the numerous sight­
ings of 'Saucers' as mainly meteors or other na·tural phenomena. 
He has adequate space and never hesitates to use it to this end in 
his weekly 'Aries', 'Newest in Science' column. What a cruel twist 
of fate and a shock it must have been to Mr. Mcintosh to have his 
sighting and possible comet discovery, so rudely written off by Mr. 
l. I.,. Thomsen, Director of the Carter Observatory with the fol­
lowing words, 'I do n't ·believe there is anything in the report, all 
at the Observatory have searched the location, but nothing has 
been seen. No further watch will be kept for the object as we 
don't believe there is anything in it.' To C,S.I., having received like 
treatment from Mr. Mcintosh, we c<>uld be excused for our tend­
ency to enjoy his embarrassment. Ho\vever, it is not our wish or 
policy to do so. We are informed that at least five people have 
seen the object through separate telescopes and Mr. Mcintosh 
claims to have observed it at least ten times to date. The observers 
are experienced with telescopic viewing and fully conversant with 
all the permanent p lanetary bodies and the seasonal star patterns of 
our local skies. Therefore w·e accept a local sighting of a strange 
'body ii1 space as being a reliable observation. We would lfke to 
voice our disapproval of the distasteful and embarrassing 'nothing 
'in ·it' remarks of Mr. Thomsen, Director of Carter Observatory. 
Such lack of discretion, support and fair hearing by professional 
men in like occupations is plain stupidity. 

"1'here is a possibility that the Auckland and Christchu~ch ama­
teur astrnnomers have sighted one of the strange ialien craft' that 
have been found frequenting earth's skies from extra-terrestrial 
sources. The description of the object differs from the ordinary 
run of comets. Also, the peculiar behaviour accredited it, by Mr. 
Mcintosh, .and .the l;ick oI _recognition by the Carter Observatory 
is suggestive o f something which many people in the Civilia·n 
Saucer Investigation business have long suspected. This is it, that 
the top astronomical ·people, together with the heads of govern­
ments, churches, etc,, are wise to the extra~terrestrial nature of th~., 
'Saucers', but to date have, by fair means or foul, deliberately 
withheld this astoni-shing truth from the masses. We grant of 
course that they firmly believe this the 'wisest move unfil their hand 
is forced or the peoples of the world are sufficiently c<>nditioned 
to receive such remarkable discovery. 

ADDENDUM BY HAROLD· FULTON: "It seems that the final 
round in the Comet query has been settled. The N.' Z. H era/d 
cabled Dr. Gerald Merton of Oxford University Observatory, 
England, for confirmation of the local comet claims. The English 
astronomer states that telescopic search had failed to locate the 
so-called comet so they believed the local men have been fooled 
by a telescopic 'ghost' image. I ph<>ned Mr. Mcintosh on the 10th 
of June, and he says tha·t he has just discovered the cause of his 
error- 'a tiny speck of silver missing frQm the rear of a reflector 
in the telescope, a most unusual fault to occur .at that time'. He 
put it down to strange coincidence that others had seen the same 
'ghost' through other telescopes, when I sprung the question. That 
at least three independent telescopes developed the same most un­
usual fau\.t .. at the same time seems asking too much of credence. 
Mr.'' Mcfotosh had previously stated that he made the most search­
ing and convincing tests for telescopic 'ghost' explanations before 
he made the claim to have discovered the new comet. My oondid 
opinion is that Mr. Mcintosh would sooner eat humble pie to a 
'ghost' explanation than hazard the chance of being accused of 
admitting to have 'sighted' a 'flying saucer'." 

(Continued on page four) 



ADDENDUM BY C.R.I.F.O.: In our desire to air the issue and 
to find new data on the questionable comet, we wrote to the U.S. 
Naval Observato ry in Washington, D.C. On July 29 we received 
the following reply signed by John S. Hall, Dir., o f the Equatorial 
Div. We quote: 

" In reply to your letter of J uly 26, 1955, we have had no reports 
o f the discovery of a new c-0met near the posit ion you mentioned. 
H owever, about the middle of April, periodic Comet Schwassmann· 
Wachmann 2 (1954g) was approximately at this position. By 
10 May it was nearly ten degrees east o f that point. Throughout 
this time this comet was thirteenth magnitude. Except for this, we 
know o f no other comets in the a rea." 

Summarily, we agree with F ulton in his contention that sighter 
Mcintosh and others did see a material object, not a comet. We 
add, there is nothing dishonorable in seeing these space craft, as 
Mcintosh seems to think, for we have numerous such cases on 
record. See Cases 30, 22 and 14, and we know of others, too, 
where objects were close t>.nough to the moon to cast tbeir shadows. 

July 23, entitled, A Ni~ht of Terror in Mexico . ... 
Have received word, the Telonic Research Center is 
being set up in Prescott, Arizona. They are experimenting 
with an Interstellar Communicator which "utilizes ultra­
violet and infra-red principles and optical/ electronic de­
vices. It is for direct planet to planet work." . . . Chances 
look bright for that UFO Cruise-Convention at Miami in 
October. It is being sponsored by M. K. Jessup, author 
of The Case For The UFO. The plan at present is to 
assemble directly on the ship and thus avoid expensive 
hotel bills. The idea is to have a pow-wow of East Coast 
and Midwest UFO fans on board a cruise ship operating 
in the waters of the saucer-haunted Gulf-Carribean-Ba­
hamas area. . . . With the cooperation of Citadel Press, 
Jessup, also expects to publish a UFO Reporter Annuaj. 

SAUCER SUNDRIES: I now have most of the astound- at the close of 1955. This will contain a wealth of h 
in~ details which describe an incident involving a crashed formation relative to UFO and the people actively in-
saucer, its strange "little men" found dead inside, and terested. If there is enough interest, Jessup will follow 
the witness- a person of very creditable character who this with a larger UFO Encyclopedia in which there will 
now lives in Venezuela. The incident occurred in Argen- be a directory of all UFO enthusiasts. The Encyclopedia 
tina, 1950, and considering our source for this informs- will also contain a digest of all major sightings and events 
tion, we believe the facts are true ... A parallelism to of the period 1947-55, and in this all fans are asked to 
the m e above was the Sdence-Fiction TV p<o.ontdbute old clippings and articles. 

ORBIT FINDS FAR-REACIDNG ACCEPTANCE Orbit. r have certainly come to depend upon the Letter consider­
ably fo r dependable matter on the UFO situation. This new format 
J>U ts C.R. I.F.0. right at the top."-Rev. Albert H. Baller, Greenfield, 
Mass. 

C.R. I.F.O. is happy to announce the successful debut and ac­
ceptance of its new publication, Orbit. W e quote from the first 
lette rs crossing our desk. 

" .. . pleased to receive your handsome new edition of Orbit ; 
it certainly is a 100% improvement in format over the old News­
IQtter ; however , most important, it still retains the high calibre 
content established in Newsletter."- Tcd Bloecher, New York, N.Y. 

"Congratulations on your first edi tion of Orbit. T his brings the 
appearance of your publ ication up to the level o f its consistently 
sane and sound editing. In these days o f deliberate and inexcusable 
official suppression of news, including that o f the UFO's, it is more 
important than ever that some outlet such as yours remain in circu­
lation as a focal p'lint for truth and discussion. Every sign indi· 
cates that the most significant days in human history lie not too 
far in the future and Orbit may well play an increasingly important 
role."- Frank Edwards, 4545 Connect icut, NW, Washington, D.C. 

"While I do not agree with your beliefs, I do wish to comr,li ­
ment you on the format and layout o f your new bulletin 
Captain R. C. White, USAF, O.P.I., Washington, D.C. 

"At the end of a very busy Sunday, I will take a few minutes to 
tell you how much I appreciate the new dress o f 1:he C.R.I.F.O. 

L. H. STRINGFIELD, Dir. 
C.R.I.F.O. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 

CINCINNATI 27, ·oHIO 

"Thank you for your letter ... and the copy of Orbit, a really 
handsome and interesting publication in its new fo rmat."- 'l'he 
American Weekly. 

"Thanks a ton fo r the J uly Orbit. You are certainly doing an 
outstanding job of objective reporting."- M. K. Jessup, New 
York, N.Y. 

"Congratulations, Len on the new format and title. One of the 
crying needs in this country was an impressive "saucer" periodical 
(together with properly spelled words) which Air Force personnel, 
physicists, astronomers and sober laymen would not be ashamed to 
lay on their desks. I have long been under the impression that the 
vocal group of the Air Force is perfectly satisfied to see the sub­
ject of flying saucers hang itself with the rope of prophesy, care· 
lessly edi ted periodica ls, and science-fiction yarns o f "meetings" 
with etheric guardians, mystical masters, and sultry maids from 
exotic planets I This hanging would make it unnecessary for the 
Air Force to (1 ) painfully admit the reali ty o f the Hying saucers 
to the public, or to (2) again commit itself foolishly by denying 
their reality."-John Philip Bessor , P ittsburgh, Pa. 

uQ William E. Danie~ 
3218 Roscoe St. 
Dallas, 'l'exas 
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THE QUESTION OF INTERPLANETARY WAR LANDINGS AND LITILE MEN. 
l) CINCINNATI IS SCENE OF UFO CONCENTRATION 

Cincinnati, sweltering under one of its hottest summers, 
had forgotten fiying · saucers. Even the local newspapers, 

' in· their seasonably· canned editorials, had neglected to 
remind the readers that saucers and the heat were de­
plorably synonymous. 

While the .press faithfully recoiled, leaving the un­
suspecting public aloft in their ivory towers, only a hand­
ful of Cincinnatians knew the real isues. Among these 
few were certain Civil Defense officials, who were, in the 
main, under security, and CRIFO, who had learned vital 

. inf.ormation the hard way. In essence, the truth presented 
. a sobering picture.. Drawing from recent information and 
<;g~relating it with the past, we concluded, ( 1 ~ -UFO's 
~~:ve turned from surveillance to aggressive action, ( 2 ) 
such action constitutes, ipso facto, a state of interplane­
. ta~ war, ( 3) the war is entering a critical period or 
turning point. and the world's military forces are uniting, 
defensively, ( 4) regional concentrations and landings of 
uFO's are in effect, (5) hntil the UFO's ultimate objec­
tive is determined, the fate of the world, as result of 
.~andinl?;s, singly or en masse, is unknown.1 

Like other key points, Cincinnati and environs were in 
the direct path of the gathering storm. Whether or not 
the· local press knew the grim facts, they were keeping 

·silent, but the thunderhead had already showed its ten­
tacling menace. Just north of the city, in the town of 
Loveland, members of the GOC were reporting a heavy 
concentration of UFO's to the Columbus Air Filter Cen­
ter~ ·Strange brilliant objects were frequently sighted hov-

. erin'g. low over the residential section, and on one occasion, 
: .. a ·l<;>ne metallic disc was seen during daylight hours hov-
1ering not far from the GOC observation tower. On July 
29, Cin~innati proper was swooped on by a neon-bright 
ball. Making a weird penetrating shrill sound, the object 
p~'rformed.. aerially in zig zags and square turns before dis­
appearing to the north. This incident occurred about 1: 00 
. a.m. in Madison Place, and according to reports, the object 

)
was also seen over Loveland by GOC members. However, 

( it,.-was not until August 5th that the public's eyes were 
opened and the press broke its silence. 

· Case 97, Northern Kentucky, Cincinnati, Columbus, 
·Lancaster, Ohio, Aug. 5, '55-At 8:40 p.m., a large brilliant 
~;~r-drop; shaped o~ject, flying south to north, crossed the 
city's skies. It moved swiftly and soundlessly in a straight 
liorizontal path Wi~hout visukr arc. Witnessed by th9U· 
sands, including the writer, who's view was excellent, the 
opject S:ppeared as large as a dime held at arm's length. 

1 The itemized }lypothses are CRIFO's and do .not rerer to or reflect 
upon omcl~l lnrornfatlon, but, In ralr warping, many loose en<ls or the 
roriptctalHe UFO puzzle qow are fitting., and such ts our lnterpretat!on. 

A notable feature was the sharply etched roundness of 
the device w11ich gleamed in a uniform brilliant white 
luminescence. Tapering abruptly behind this white mass 
was a short fiery tail of bluish-green-much like the 
tonguing flame of a rocket. Its speed, although constant, 
was too fast for any known aircraft, yet too ~low for a 
normal meteor. 

During the next few days I interviewed over fifty pther 
witnesses. Most all confirmed the description which I 
had phoned to the Columbus Air Filter Center and the 
newspapers. Some described the object as "cone-shaped", 
like a "pear" or, as my daughter told me, "a light bulb 
with a little blue tait'~ Reports poured in from every 
section of the city, mostly in the eastern half or from high 
ground in the west. One report from Cold Springs, Ken­
tucky claimed that the object was exceedingly low and 
appeared to have "wiiidows." ' ' 

While all three Cincinnati papers laughingly report~ 
the incident und~r banner headlines-blaming it on the 
heat· ot hallucination2--other accounts of the objecfs 
flight began filtering in from remote areas in central and 
northeastern Ohio. 

From Columbus came reports that residents there also 
saw a ball of fire streaking over the city. It was de~cribed 
as a bright yellow colored light with a red and green 
fringe or ·halation. The oJ;>ject silently disappeared in a 
cloud bank about 5000 ft. high; Over Lancaster, about 30 
miles southeast of ColumbuS; a similar object was re­
ported by many residents. C. M. Smitq of that city 
writes: " ... my family and I were sitting out on our ter­
race when we ~aw a giant fireball traveling very rapidly 
from south to north. It appeared as a pear-shaped object 
glowing white with-,a red and orange fiery tail." 
Ed: Several reports fton, , northwestern Cincinnati described the 
object as suddenly .Olffd silently exploding just north of the city . 
One \vitness said 'he •thought he . saw it hi·t the earth and burst into 
verticle streamers like a bomb. Curiously, the object was not seen 
in adjacent areas n.-ortheast of the city, which gives rise to the 
theory that tw,0 .- objects · were seen over Cincinnati alnwst at the 
same time. Lending weight to this theory is the fact that the 
m'ajority of l,vitne'sses represented two extreme ends of the ·city, 
and front two clpctreme ends · of Kentucky from which the objects 
were seen to .odglnate. BY. ;: this ·deduction, we can, therefore, ac­
count for· :the 1j'ne object . exploding iri nor-thwestern Cincinnati. 
and the othe'r1 pe-rhaps, changing course and flying ENE toward 
Lancaster wher.e ' the .description of the object tallies with the ob­
j.e<;t witnes~~d by p:iyself. If the later. case w~re t?Ot true, as. we 
have earlier suggested, ·On the ,assumption th~t · no one repol'lted a 
UFO in the outlying ateas of northeastern Cincinnati, then we may 
·believe that three and possibly four separate objects had traversed 
the skies over Ohio. 

2 In the light or recent developments, and ror the sake· or national 
sanity and security we reel that our responsible press bas exceeded Its 
bounds, when In debunking "saucers", It must also belittle the sflj'hters. 
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Many readers have written in asking ~ut the publishing date of 
Ma)or Keyhoe1s latest book1 The Flying Saucer Conspiracy. On 
AugusJ i 7th we got word from the Major and w' quote, in part: 

"My pook hlls been delayed by new and important developments 
which I felt should be included. At present I l!Jepeot · ~h!J lx>,ok to 
be published ·before the end of November." 

1'P;-!;, ! t · tl\lhk your tttw t .l}:l.I.F.0. lorfna.t=-Ofbit, is a grea.t 
http·ro\felft~tH. Cohgratulatlbns 1 
/ 'Sincerely, 

D. E. keyhoe> 
Major, U. $, Marine Corps., Ret." 

• l . 

ORBi'TAi. PROS AND CONS 

We apj>t~c'iatc th! fflahy addltional letters received trom readers 
giV:ihg pfai~ tQ th~ new btb~t. With tl\ese Were a few dissenters 
and we belie.Jt th!lt ~bjt~UOftli sht>\Jld b~ airetl, likewise. ane cOm­
plaibt contended that the Orbit contained less printed nia.terTh.1 
than tt\at contained in the Newsletter. Ans\Ver: actually, there is as 

. much or more tnaterial. Smaller type face and 'letterpress printibg, 
m fatt, gives us more 'tlbow room. Another reader complained that 
the type fe.ce was too 6rnall, especially in footnotes. Answer : On 
this we agree, but out limited space and haVlng so muc~ to ·say 
rottml> tttt size of the type fact1. At the m~tnt, sht>rta~ Qf 
time 11tld ex!)fn~ will not pttmit us tnlarging to additional pag-es. 
Sp~king of o)tpenlfes1 CRIFO',\ are 'V'ery high _and txcll-e'd!> that 
which W1? tUce in on our 1ubi'criptiorts. · Being that wt dt> nt>t meet 
1)ur high cost6 of t>peration~ bl acct!pt~ng commercial advertisitrg, 
wt must tlepend t)n subsaripttcn'S, In this dl!partment. \\re itnplo~e 
upon cut ~eadetti t'o help 'Sprcll.d the word...::.cmore subscrrb~rs 1 

. On t~e weekend of Aug, ~7--29, we were pi~'urabiy , v.isite4 "by 
"re<l B'!oecher et ,New York •. '..\'ed. a hard-woi:ki11g:, ~er.io-us um 

• resea.n:her, arrived at -a good tm1e :i.rtd learned 'fir:St hand. of the 
unusual activity in the Greater Cincinnati area. We wis11 there 
were more people like Ted in this business-it would make our 
work easier I 

t:e~& :giV'e bu:t &u~t't to :the Ct<>ufid 0Qserve!.S Coq>~. ~q<l_ io 
·the Air .f\::>1:~t ~ot lhcit untiirin~ work behind the s-tenes. . " · 

BRIGHT OVOID LANDS, TERRIFYING DOG 
AND MASTER 

Case 98, Northern Cincinnati, 1:00 a.m., Aug. 6, 1955-
The witness, E. F., prefers anonymity for good reason 
(public ridicule) and, according to CRIFO policy, we 
shall protect his name. E. F. was first awakened by his 
dog barking outside. Investigating, he was greeted by a 
blinding white ovoidal object, about 15 ft. wide resting on 
the grourtd at the end of his driveway. About 90 ft. away, 
E. F. could determine the object's size by comparing it 
with the known width of his drive which was 20 ft. He 

. watched the object for about five seconds in this position, 
noting a distinct pulsation which, according to E. F. se. 

• verely irritated his eyes. Suddenly, and like a ft.ash, tl.~ l 
object ascended soundlessly and streaked away with in­
credible speed toward the Fernald atomic plant in the 
northwest. ~. '.F. added that du.ring the excitement, be 
noticed a car had stopped just ahead of the idling object 
on the road which crossed in front of his driveway. The 
next day, E. F. said that his eyes were extremely sore and 
he had to consult a doctor. 

A little more than a week had passed before the next 
incident-an incident which seemed to be the spark to 
the powder keg. Not having space to cover each incident 
fully, we will attempt to brief them chronologically. 

Case 99, Cincinnati, Columbus, Ohio, August 14, 1955-
A bright kelly green fireball, streaking silently north to 
iCUth lighted Cincinnati ·skies about 9: 40 P . .m., sur­
prising residents iti several sections of the city. Walter 
Todd, ahd assistant, CAA officials on duty at Lunken 
Altpott, saw the fireball. Todd sai~ "It appeared about 
15 degrees abdve the horizon, was shaped like a drop of 
water and was flyiog through the air horizontally." 

Over Columbus, residents watched a "ball of fire" with 
a greehish tinge shoot swiftly from east to west about 

·the same time. Sighters agreed, the object had a long tail 
and made no sound. Spokesmen for Lockbourne Air 
Force Base said they knew of no planes that would cause 
such a phenomenon.s 

' Ed: 'l'he appearance of kelly green fireballs over Cincinnati is eX-
tremely rare. Until we know more a:bout these phenomena, we shall 
\vlthhold COtrtment. . 

ORlO'S A£ItlAL T'tMPEST 

Folll:)wihg the appeatance of the green fireball, Cincin­
nati's night skies virtually became a "battlefield." Strange 
lighted objects swal'rtled in, playing fitfutly over a wide 
a~a. Alerts were sounded, jet interceptors took chase, and 
in the confusion we hardly tould detennine who had be­
come the hunter and the hunted. On Aug. 17, strange 
Otatlge colored globes were witnessed over Reading 11nd 
later, same e\>'ening, o~r Mt. Washington. The Forestville 

· GOC posti later, reported to the };liter Center, an object 
trtov'ing in pendulum fashion before finally disappearing ~ ) 
Mrizontal flight.'4 On August 18, the writet's wife, Dell,' 
while adjusting the \>'enetian blinds in children'S' room, 
was amaz~d to see thru the window a large, brilliant ball 
ot li~h'1: hovering in the sky. ln that the writer was away 
11t the time, she awoke Mrs. Mildred Stringfield (writen 
'ttlt>th~'t) <wht> agr~d that ·~ch htid seen their first ~sau­
cer" The writer checkihg alt the details of the incident 
can vouch for the authenticity of tb:e ~UFO. On Aq&USt 
21 (same date as Hopkinsville landing and little green 
men) tne writer received an excited phone call from 
A.n-detsohl-s ~try, the wite b'teath\essly describing a bril­
liant object "landing in the back yard". Another voice 

~/It\, C. ~t Srflltb or tanc'Uter; .F. C. Oall~gber. llos.41vUle, Ml\:h. 
4 'Dutlng samll nlght we have nrst hand rel)ort, from Wimam CJ}Jt:t· 

man, o't ii slm'fla'r ob)'e'Ct wltl'les'lfetl over Toronto, t'anatla. ' 



with W"gency cut in, shouting-"something's coming out of 
the bottom-hurry!" There was a promise to phone back, 
but notle came. The writer's phone, unfortunately, re­
mained busy the remainder of the evening, but we can­
not help but wonder what had happened. 

Case 99, Cincinnati, Akron, Ohio and General Michi­e.a°' Aug. 22, '55-At 10:00 p.m. John Kluemper and 
other Woodlawn residents witnessed a brilliantly colored 
object in the sky-"definitely not a star". In view for 45 
minutes, occasionally pulsating, Kluemper described three 
distinct lights within the object-red at 1 o'clock, green 
at five and white at nine. Looking through 8 x 30 binocu­
~s, be said the object appeared as large as a "golf ball". 

< _.lhe star~ he said, through binoculars, looked like pin­
points-as they should. On one occasion the object's 
brilliance suddenly blinked out, then reappeared. Finally, 
it blinked and vanished. Same night over Akron, Ohio, 
George Popowitch and members of the GOC witnessed 
a bright, soundless orange ball flying from north to south 
reporting it to the Air Filter Center as a UFO. 

Also, that evening, a flashing, luminous object was 
sighted in the sky over central and western Michig~n by 
GOC and many residents in these areas. A repo~ was 
sent to the Air Filter Center, Grand Rapids, and air force 
planes went up to investigate. The object seen over 
Cutlerville was described by Sgt. Earl Kirkpatrick as red 
and green, moving in a counterclockwise arc, blfnking 
with a bobbing motion. GOC in Saginaw said the object 
had a bluish tinge. From Roseville, GOC members, 
Frank Gallagher and Dominic Sondy reported a sP-ange 
light following a jet preparing to land at Selfridge ·Field. 
The light was "round and pure white," according to Gal­
lagher. Calling the Filter Center, they had their sighting 

· cohfirtned, and learned that other GOC posts had reported 
similar objects. 

S.A.C. JETS "DOGFIGHT" THREE UFO'S . ' 

OVER CINCINNATI 

din of lo.w flying jets gave the writer a familiar- ehoking 
chill,. one that he hOO known during th& Pacific campaigns 
while waiting for the inevitable li)ttack. Incongruously; the 
public; a.sleep or perhaps wond_ering about the noisy jets, 
did not suapect. th& truth 

The following morning, jet aircraft were still aloft over 
greater Cincinnati, but it was' not until nightfall that 
UFO's again were spotted by GOC in Forestville. Herb 
Clark, Ralph Bardoff and Fred Pfeffer, on duty, de­
scribed the object as brilliant white and lJlaking nq !!Ound 
to the Filter Center. Confirming repoi:ts of U~O activ~ty 
came from GOC in Loveland and as far west ~ Vev~y, 
Indiana. · 

Case 101, Nc;irthwest of Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 25, 15S..­
A huge object described as ''bright, round and tannish in 
color" was witnessed by scores of people near the Fernald 
atomic plant north of Cincinnati. Two county polic~men 
in separate cruisers6, Sgt. Ralph Weber and PatrolmQn 
Ernest Neher, radioed dispatcher Thoma:1 M<iGuinn ~t 
approximately the same time--10: 40 p.m.~that t\ley 
were watching the object. Sgt. Weber estimated thi:i @ltj­
tude at 5,000 ft directly above the plant. Same night 
four teenagers, in the vicinity, were terrified by a "little 
green man." 

THE CONTROVERSIAL LITTLE GREEN MEN 
AND THE 'l'INGLING F~CTS 

Like their craft, the flying saucer, th~ little gr~n 
men recently have come in for a public showdoWJl. 
However, amid the sneers and chuckles, i;ire a few 
shocking facts. Studying these, we advise oqr reader$ to 
stop laughing. 

First, we have received numerous reports oJ "~a\lcer' 
landln~ and little men from points ot UFO cori<;eqtr~­
tion. Among these and not to be dfamis~d are tn9 i~ct­
dents occurring in Venezuela, Brazil a.nd Argen.t~n~h ,l!P..Q, 
from new evidence, those occurring in ~r(ll}ce an~ . J;faly 
in the late summer pf 1954. Altboygh the new~~rt:s 
have hushed the stories em1matin~ from the l.JSA, we 
know of several incident.S where the f~!=~s . <;6rrohor,ate 

Case 100, Cincinnati, Aug. 23, 'SS-About midnight, each other. In all known i,nciclents 9J.~ witne5S.e.ss, WJ-
residents throughout the city were jarred by the roar of fortunately, have been dubl>ed ~s lunatic!r-a s~bj.ectlve 
jets. Frdm S.A.C., Lockbourne Air Force Base. south of reason why more stories have Qever 'been re1ate~ es-
Columbus, the Air National Guard jets were alerted, specially so, wheie p_rom~nent people are involved! 
scrambled and were over Cincinnati in 12 minutes-,-a re- The Cincinnati Story is this month's feature not be-

·~1, 

markable performance. The alert began when three cause of dearth of material. Nor is it featured because of 
UFO's were sighted and confirmed by radar somewhere the UFO concentrations, which alone is interesting. Our 
between Columbus and Cincinnati. In the meanwhile, purpose is one of greater importance, for the facts show 
Walter Paner, Supt. of Hamilton County GOC, on duty that the fringe areas of Cincinnati have ,l>.een a repeated 
at the Mt. Healthy Post, phoned the wri~er of the site for landings and the appearance of the little green 
existent alert and relayed the word that jet interceptors men. The officials are aware of this new menace, and we 
were due over the area. He said the UFO's had. been know that more than a handfltl oi <?inqiooati~t.ts have be-
active over Mt. Healthy and could be seen clearly by come more than passively $r.med. 
observers from the tower. In short time, the jets, at ap- Before the Hopkinsville 'little green men" story broke 

{)proximately 20,000 ft., roared over Eastern Cincinnati, over the nation6, CRIFO had silently gathered some un-
'"'but poor visibility prevented the writer from seeit)g the publishable facts concerning such orgish encounters near 

UFO's, which had deployed over a wide area. Accord- Cincinnati. As it is our policy not to publish names in 
ing to radar, the interlopers had extended 3 7 miles south, coµnection with many of these events we should like to 
24 miles north of the city, and as far as 10 miles east cit'e a case involving a prominent business man, living in 
of Mt. Healthy. A later call from Paner disclosed that a Loveland. Occurring several weeks ago, this person, who 
UFO was seen hovering in'pendulum-like motio,qs (.W~~ptly is a ~on-drinker and church-goer (we must add these 
over the tower. At about 12: 10 a.m., the ' iliter5eptoi:,~ . :~; ;· virw{s, it seems, for credibility) saw four "strange little 
made contact, and swooping in, at about 20,000 ff. chas·ed"~ .. , ' ~elf .about three feet tall" under a certain bridge. He 
the UFO-which disappeared at incredible speeq. In"-' the ,, · +~pc)tted the bizarre affair to the police and we under-
meanwhile, the Forestville and Loveland GOC Posts re- stand that an armed guard was placed there. A similar 
ported the erratic flights of UFO's, to the Air Filter Cen- event supposedly had taken place near Batavia east of 
ter, describing them as round, brilliant white spheres and Cincinnati. 
discs. The writer remained on watch from Madison 
Place with binoculars, but heavy clouds prevailed, ob­
sctiring the activity. However, overhead, the continuous .. 

' ,. 
•" 

5 Later learned three pollcemen, in separate cruisers, witnessed the 
object. 

6 CRIFO received dozens or clippings ,or tti.e JJ)', 1'el~ !llTM>. _ptl 
maJor u. S. cities. The lncldent Is too wen known to reprint . 



Tfle Hopkinsville incident broke after these events and 
no tlvo p~ knew each other. But, if the Hopkinsville 
case is not sufficient evidence of verdi sapiens extraterres­
trialjs being now amongst us on earth, we have still an­
other case that erases any doubt in our mind. We cannot 
event hint as to the identity of these people, but we can 
say that it involved three persons holding crucial positions 
in the city. The incident occurred near Indianapolis, 
July, 1954. The encounter was enough to terrify these 
people and break up their planned vacation! 

But, we have more recent evidence and each story 
lends credence to the other for we have checked each 
person involved and got their personal account. One case 
occurring near Stockton, Ga., on July 2, 1955, terrified 
Mrs. Margaret Symmonds who at the time was driving 
to Florida. The hour was 3: 30 a.m. and in the back seat 
of the car her husband lay . asleep. Suddenly Mrs. 
Symmonds jerked the car away to the side of the road, 
almost careening. She screamed, awakening her· husband 
and drove away as fast as she could. To CRIFO, Mrs. 
Symmonds explains that she saw four little men glowing 

Symmonds. Her doubting husband wanted to return to 
the scene, but Mrs. Symmonds said she was "too petri­
fied." Mr. Symmonds admits that his wife was terrified 
by something and was awakened by the car spinning to 
the side of the· road. 

The most recent "little men" episode occurred ·near 
Gr~enhills, August 25, t~e same evening when the huge 
object was seen hovering over Fernald atomic plant. 
Four teenagers, interviewed by CRIFO told of their .har­
rowing experience with a little green man, standing by 
some .b1;1shes. All were "cert~in" as to what they had seen, 
explammg that the car's bghts shown directly on the 
creature. They all agreed that the little man, about three 
or four feet tall, had large, bright "yellow" eyes, a d~k 
face behind, and a "sort of shimmering greenish bod,,) 
The creature wore an odd garment and they saw a "claw 
like hand." One witness said that the biped took ~'three 
steps toward the car" but . no one waited to see what 
would happen. The driver of the car, Bill Wallace, 18 
years of age, drove away in a state of terror. Without 
hesitation they informed the police department of their 

. . ~· .gr~~n. She s~id their eyes .~ere huge and ~iercin~ th · unter and the area wa! later investigated, but noth-
~. I' 

_, 'j • ._ 
-~ ...... . 

faces dark. They wore some strange-looking garments i 
' .... (j 

2 CENTS 2 ' n the way of evidence was found. Wallace's mother, 
'Wnotn we later interviewed, claimed that her son had 
never been so frightened. He was shaking when he':came 
home and "locked all the doors". One of the girls of the 

a "cape" and were carrying a rod that looked metallic m 
the reflection of the car's lights. "They did not move at 
first," she said, 'but as the car approached, one moved 
one step backwards." They looked hideq4s, said Mrs. 

THE CASE OF THE DEADLY RED R~ 
Case 102, Cincinnati, July · 22, 'SS-Coming to light, 

hard on the heels of .current activity, is the bizarre . ip.ci­
dent involving a low flying pear-shaped object; a peach 
tree and deadly red rain. The scene is ne.ar .. the heart of 
Cincinnati on the property of a person whose name we 
prefer not mentioning at this writing. This person, "E.M." 
had been mowing his terraced lawn, ab9ut 5: 30 p.m. and 
had kneeled down near a peach tree. "AU the · sudden," 
he recalled, " a peculiar liquid substance, dark' red in 
color began pelting me and the tree." E.M. explained to 
CRIFO that, looking up he saw a peat-shaped object 
about 1000 ft. high, moving slowly from west to east. 
While watching the strange object, E.¥:, siµd that his 
hands and bared arms began to burn, like pouring kero-. . 

L. H. STRINGFIELD, Dir. 
C.R.J.F.O. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 
CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 

gn:mp became hysterical. "" . 

sene _into an open wound. A quick washing, however, 
eased the pain. The next morning, E.M. went outdoors 
and examined the peach tree, finding to his amazement 
that it was dead! Overnight most of the leaves had 
turned brown and had fallen. The twigs and limbs we.re 
as brittle as when frozen to the roots. And, even more 
startling was the fact that the crop of peaches had be.. 
come petrified, and, just as mysterious, the main trunk, 
so hard that E.M. had difliculty driving a nail in it. Be 
low,· the grass, too, had died. In all, it was like something 
from Edgar Allen Poe, and perhaps soon we shall be 
able to tell more. 

Ed : W e wonder if this sinister event has any bearing on the "red 
S[>ray" cases, men.tioned by Major Keyhoe occurring in 1948 near 
Albuquerque. 

~ . 
;(.) 

··: ! . 

•William E. Daniels 
·. )218'. lios®e ~t.· 
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THE FANTASY OF FACTS IN A FOG OF UFOBIA 
' The writer, looking upon the mundane man-on~the-street of 
today finds a likeness of himself sever-al years back when he 
viewed flying saucers incredulously. Looking back, he remembers 
the' first sensational reports, the crazy theories, a few people get­
ti1;g jittery, the brainwash of snipes, sniggers and silence. This 
cycle repeated several times, made it understandable why the writer, 
then, was aswim in a fog of UFObia.1 This fog has not yet 
lifted above the man~n-the-street. Essentially, he has failed to 
recognize a simple mathematical trnth-two UFO facts, plus two 
UFO facts, equal Interplanetary FOUR I Perhaps too late, but 
today, the fog's deleterious murk hangs over the world danger­
ously. 

Since the advent of CRIFO, the writer has watched the fours 
,,m/tiply, and today he stands firmly convinced that the true UFO 
is interplanetary. However, only in recent months, has• he learned 
certain ill1~strative a11d con-oborative "proofs" which confirm in 
his mind that the interplanetary theory is no longer theory, but a 
fact. In fairness to the "show me" skeptic, the writer has never 
seen or touched a saucer in captivity, nor has he witnessed any of 
the multifarious species of homo extraterrestrialis. Not being a 
conventional physical scientist (who must perforce base their con­
clusions on narrowly restricted material evidence) the writer has 
arrived at his convictions through a comprehensive viewing of 
an overwhelming mass· of interrelated and, we repeat, highly illus­
trative evidence. Such evidence, coming as it does from a multi­
plicity o f sources, free of bias or self-interest, must necessarily 
carry more weight and be entitled to more credence than would 
any one isolated "fact" or claim. 

Failure of wo,-ld govermnetits, f ollowi11g their i11vestigatio11s, to 
reveal the trne facts or eve11 hillt at the possibility that s1"h facts 
stlPPort the interplanetary theory, suggests that a co11cl1'Sion has 
already been reached and that it is befog willffllly hidden from the 
people for fear of patiic.2 

At this writing, the writer 1s 111 possession of such facts', based 
on interrelated, illustrative evidence, and, therefore, submits his 
conclusion without the slightest fear that somebody may try and 
prove him wrong. Most of CRIFO's information comes through 
normal channels as news dippings. By synthesizing these items we 
frequently find .the integrating link to a chain of events and thus 
we learn a simple .truth. Other segments of vital information come 
Jintingly or winkingly from informed private sources. '!\he re-

mainder comes as a matter of personal observation and investiga­
tion. Although some of our recent information must remain con­
fidential we have selected for this issue .s·uch material, covering 
world-wide events, that convey certain of these important UFO 
truths. 

1 Coined by wrller rrom UFO and phobia. 
2 We recommend reading tbe chapt., Panic: Tbe Men rrom Mars, 

In GRAND DECEPTION by Alexander Kleen. It describes, vividly, tbe 
panic caused by tM Orson Welles radio broadcast, October 30, t 938. 
By way or rootnote, tbe author says: "In t 939 an adaptation or Tbe 
~fen from J\lars broadcast In Ecuador, caused similar panic. After­
wards, an angry mob burned down the radio station, killing six or tbe 
sbow•s participants." 

THE CINCINNATI SCENE-STILL ·UFO-JNFE~TED 

. • ~ ' 1 • . :" . ~,, • 
Greater Cincinnati, like ot~er · cities in the' midwest, 

continued to be a point of UFO concenfration. Aµgust 

29, at 3: 15 p.m., a metallic disc, reflecti.ng sunlight, was 

seen hovering over the Ohio River. It shot :away o~ the 
approach of an airliner heading toward ;Boone County 

Airport. In the days following, t~e city's perimeter ar~as 
were frequently visited, centering mainly in the weste~n 
section at Cleves, Bridgetown and Hooven. Adrian. Con­

n~lly, who' knows ~his ~ection well, h,as :repeatedlY, ~all~~ 
the writer, repbrtmg strange· fights appearing as discs· and 

' ' 
spheres sometimes hovering, making square turns,.. swing­

ing like pendulums or bouncing like tile popular ''song­
fest ball". Landings have also been reported in these 

areas-not many miles away from the Fertiald Atomic 

Plant! Coricerned, the Air Force; we . were Jold, investi­
gated. On Sept. 20, Connelly reported a 1 br~ght red and 
green object flying low and soundlessly over his home. 

•. ·1 

An . hour later, reports of UFO's came in from tormented 
Mt. Healthy. Charles D eininger, member of GOC, phoned 
the writer1 describing two large, brilliant red objects to 

his northeast. A later call, singled out one red object, 
which the observers agreed bounced like a ball. A ·final 
report told of an aircraft appearing on the scene and 
the object changing from red to white, shooting swiftly 
and soundlessly to the southwest. On Sept. 23, the 
suburb of Mt. Washington had a similar experie~ce. 
Mrs. Kenneth Martin, disturbed by two large bright red 
lights in the sky called her neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Robertson and daughter. Together, they watched 
the glowing objects maneuver in toward a hilltop ·pla~eau 

about a quarter of a mile from their homes. At this point 
.the objects stopped suddenly, and Mrs. Martfu said .they 
looked as large as ''traffic lights". Once in this position, 
all observers agreed that the objects began to move 
independently, jumping up and down. ·Mr. Robertson ·said 
one object continually moved away at a 45 degree angle, 
then returned to its original position. Moving soundlessly, 
the objects then dropped down behind a· flank · of trees 
and disappeared. Frightened, Mrs. Martin phoned the 
sheriff and the GOC who promptly investigated. All 
witnesses agreed that a large dog leashed to a trailer. in. 
the area where the objects oscillated, barked furiously. 
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"The s·ilmce of all co11ve11tio11a.l cotmm111icario11 media on the 
subject of the UFO has <>nightmare quality. Three days after read­
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Isabel K. Hagglu11d, 
Palo Alto, California. 

CRIFO HAS FINANCIAL CRISIS 

We have been holding our breath, but it had to come. Rearing 
its ugly head is ·the bogey, common to all, whose prey is money. 
In recent months he has voraciously swallowed more than we have 
taken in- a very unhealthy trend. Seems like our reserve has gone 
into equipment 1that we need, such as typewriter, addressograph, 
higher printing costs, bookkeeping expenses, telephone .bills and 
everything else it takes to run a ~)usiness. We are 11ot yet 
desperate, in fact, the past week has been encouraging, but, we 
find we must stress the fact, we need more and more subscribers 
-or all is lost! 

CALLING WELLS~F ARGO! 

Wells-Fargo bad a slogan-the mail must go through! CRIFO 
wonders sometimes if things, postal-wise, weren't better in those 
days, for today, our mail is not going through. Seems like the 
Post Offices, here and there, just don't care. Maybe that's why 
they sit on it for days and weeks before it's delivered, or re­
turned because the addressee cannot be located. Typical ex­
ample is one locally. We sent the Orbit to a new subscriber in 
Cleves, adjacent to Cincinnati. We had the right street address, a 
well known thoroughfare. However, we egregiously marked the 
cover, Cincinnati, instead of Cleves (often done) so three weeks 
later the letter was returned for a better address. We can cite 
hundreds of cruies, but would rather not-it makes us sick! 

WE GOOFED! 

Apart from the ~everal misspelled words we let slip into the last 
issue, we also goofed in properly assigning a case number. For 
those keeping record, please correct the latter case, 99 of the two 
having the same number, by giving it the new number as follows: 
Ca~·e 103. I guess making errors proves that I'm ·human and not 
\)xtrat~rrestrial where errors n~v~r occ;ur ! 

METALLIC BALL LANDS IN YARD-DEPARTS ON 
SOUND OF VOICE 

Case 104, Cincinnati, 9: lS p.m., Sept. 3, 'SS-Driving 
slowly over dark Boomer Road, west of the city, Frank 
Flaig and wife were startled to see through the wind­
shield, a round airborne object, appearing metallic gray, 
descending slowly before them. Awe-struck, Flaig stopped 
his car for a better look. Reflecting the moonlight, the 
spheroid had no protruding parts or lights. Its down­
ward verticle course, although slow, was constant and 
free of swerve, fl.utter or suspension. Flaig desperately 
tried to follow the object, but it dropped out of sight 
behind an unlighted house, about 12S ft. away. Leaving 
his car, Flaig then went to the side of the house to in­
vestigate and to his surprise found the object suspended 
about a foot above the ground. About this time, his wife, 
alone and frightened, called out. At that very instant, 
according to Flaig, the spheroid began to rise, and, mak­
ing no sound, continued its upward flight at a 4S degree 
angle. The object, Flaig estimated, was about four feet 
in diameter. The Flaigs told the writer that they thought 
the object was at first a balloon, but the absence of 
attachments and its singular behavior ruled out that 
explanation. 

MYSTERIOUS HELMET-LIKE OBJECT 
DISCOVERED IN OFFICIAL H-BOMB 

FILM 
Case 105, Place and Date Unknown-At this writing, 

we will not permit ourselves to be carried away, nor will 
we make a committal statement. Nonetheless, the photo­
graph and negative before us look convincing! Sent to 
CRIFO, by Jesse ]. Leaf of Brooklyn, the print and nega­
tive each show a clear-cut object so often described as 
a true flying saucer. In fact, the photographs are un­
usually clear and unmuddied considering that Leaf 
trained his camera on a TV newsreel film which was 
showing the recent H-Bomb tests. 

While watching the TV film, Leaf claims that he was 
unable to detect the object. He was surprised, when his 
roll of developed film came back, and in one of the prints 
and negative was the UFO. The print in question shows 
a rolling mass of black smoke rising diagonally above 
the curvature of the earth. Next to the cloud, almost 
touching, is the object. It is distinctly cle·ar and shows 
an outline much like a helmet-almost pyramidal. Per­
haps it is not too far removed from the objects depictecl 
in the famous farmer Trent photos taken in McMinn­
ville, Oregon, or perhaps, like the Adamski "light fixture" 
photos. 

We can understand why the object may have been 
missed by the official censors. Remembering that the 
original film was a movie, we must also remember that 
the motion of the swirling clouds in juxtaposition to the 
motionary object may have tricked the viewer-just lik~ 
the magician whose hand is quicker than the eye! Pei _J 
haps, too, the object, upon departure, may have escaped 
the censor's eye by flying in a direction away from the 
camera in opposition to the smoke cloud. The object's 
underbelly is dark, the same tone value as the· darkest 
portion of cloud visible. The camber or outer rim is 
bright and reflective of the sun while the dome is of 
neutral tone. Consulting several photographers the writer 
finds encouragement. All agree, to date, that "something" 
besides the H-cloud appears in the picture. The writer 
is not surprised, for if the object -proves to be a UFO 
in the final analysis, the event certainly is in keeping 
with other .information which suggests that space craft 
are. watchins the world's nuclear developments. 



PILOT OF ROYAL THAI AIR FORCE DESCRIBES 
ENCOUNTER WITH UFO OVER KORAT 

Case 106, Korat, Thailand, May, 1954- CRIFO's Asian 
correspondent, J. N. Crockett, of Korat, Thailand sends 
us this excellent report, written by Captain Uthai Luna­
yatjata. 

"In May, 1954, I was an inst ructor in the Royal Thai Air Force 
in Korat. That month, the advanced training course was instruc­
tion in nig ht flying. Three T6's with students went up one night, 
the night was clear with no moon or clouds. 

"About midnight my student and I took off and climbed to 
3,000 feet. After leveling o ff we set a course to the west ... later 
making a 180 degree left-turn to the eas t and flew d irect tow.ard 

'~1e town of Korat. When we had almost reached the town I sa.w 
.;omething strange in the sky. It appeared to be an orange fire­
ball about six feet in diameter. I first saw it about 1,500 ft. ahead 
and approaching o ur plane on a parallel course to our r ight, and 
at the same alt itude. T he fireball seemed to move at a very great 
speed and when it pas~ed our plane I calculated its speed at 800 
to 1000 mph. Thinking that it may have been another kind of 
plane I phoned the contro l tower and was told no other planes 
were in t he area. To make sure I had seen something I asked my 
student if he saw the fireball and he replied that he had. 

"[n order to keep the fireball in sight we began making a 180 
degree right-hand turn, and it was then that T noticed a smaller 
fireball, blue in color, which appeared to .be attached to the right 
s ide of the large orange ball. Both appeared to move together. 
Before we had completed our turn the fireball made a fast hal £­
circle and appeared about 600 ft. o ff our tail. It reduced speed and 
accompanied us for a sbort distance. Our normal speed was about 
140 .to 160 mph., and it ~cemed very strange that this ball of fire 
could travel at such a tremendous speed aiu:l then reduce to a 
slow speed. 

"At such close range we were able to see that the center of the 
orange fireball was quite . dark, as though nothing were there, 
whereas the blue-colored light appeared to be round the rim of 
w~atever was in the center. The glow was too brig ht to dcter-
111111e any shape or substance. After 20 seconds it increased its 
speed and flew ahead and made a r ight-hand climbing turn. I 
followed, with full throttle and gave chase up to 5,000 ft. but could 
not get .near it. .I h.ad to t~trn back ~ecause T had no oxygen mask. 
The obiect contmued to climb and 1t ap·peared to gain speed until 
it became invisible to !'he eye." 
Ect,; ~ha9es o.f L,~· George Gorman and his classical dogfight with 
a t\11nk1.n~ twh~ ovei: Fargo, N. _Dak. AccordiTJg to Crockett, 
UFO activity 1s mcreasmg over Thailand. He writes "Al l reports 
to date, r eveal that 'saucers' appear interested in the' eo uthern part 
or Thailand, a r ich tin mining area". 

RATIONALIZING THE LITTLE GREEN MEN 

The response to Orbit's revelations on the little green 
men bas been heavy. Most readers are objective, and 
seek more facts. A few wish they never got interested 
in saucers, claiming the subject has gone to pot! The 
writer, like most readers, is digging for more facts. 

No new cases have occurred to the writer's knowledge, 
however, an · incident recently came to light which in­
volved a police officer, while on patrol along the Miami 
River near Cincinnati, observed four "little men", about 
three feet tall. They were huddled in a group and de­
s~ribed as having features and making gestures not at 
, , J human. The officer could hardly believe his eyes. 
Upon talking privately with people having kindred ex­
periences the writer now feels safe in assuming that a 
living entity as ugly, by our standards, as the fabled 
gnome, does exist and may be at large in the Americas. 
Again, our only "proof' is in illustrative evid~~~$~.i P.!'!s, 
the fact that independent and corroborative test!~qn~ ·. :1 

comes from more. than on~ reputable . observer. Tq~~e . , 
people have nothing to gain by reporting such encourt~-· 
ters, for in most cases the person prefers anonymity. 

Theories about the nativity of the little biped are in­
teresting. For instance a letter from Desmond Leslie, in 
Ireland, postulates that the green creatures are related 
to the Irish Leprechaun. Leslie points out certain his-

toric evidence as illustrative proof, and adds, "they are 
of an order of evolution in their own right, existing in a 
slightly different density or 'octave of matter' from our 
own." Commenting on Cincinnati's little green men, Leslie 
suggests, "they are not space people but natives of this 
planet who have been excited by the vibrations of the 
UFO's, into appearing." 

The writer entertains another theory. Referring to the 
evidence on hand, we cannot dismiss the possibility that 
our visiting bipeds are members of a highly specialized 
extraterrestrial race embracing many orders of intelli­
gence and sub-intelligence. Perhaps our biped is of a 
lower order of one of the subfamilies whose intelligence, 
while sub-standard to the extraterrestrial higher order, 
and thus subservient to his will, is, by human standards, 
of a higher degree but one which is made unrecognizable 
by the being's inscrutable emotional barrier. Or, per­
haps the biped is, itself, the highest order and we are 
blindly wrong in postulating that his animalism and 
emotional behavior are subhuman, therefore sub-intelligent. 
Or, who knows, like in science-fiction, our biped beast 
may be a hybrid strain, biochemically developed to re­
sist earth's atmosphere. If so, we find a clue and a pos­
sible explanation for the creature appearing without pro­
tective gear, unless, of course, the aura of greenness is 
its "force field". We do not pretend to know the answer, 
but we may reason, using human standards, that such a 
creature may be exploited by a higher intelligence for 
missionary or experimental purposes just as our scientists, 
today, employ monkeys, guinea pigs, ·white mice and the 
fruit fly in rocket test flights into the stratosphere. 

Thus, in our hypothesis, we see no reason why a 
higher intelligence, in his expedition to earth, should be 
restricted to the use of only one subfamily or any of 
the genera or species therein. If such is the case, then 
we may find a rationalization for the heterogeneous va­
riety of creatures, big and small, that supposedly landed 
in France and Italy in the late summer of 1954.3 

If, on the other hand, these European stories are 
mainly hoaxes, we still cannot dismiss the sightings of 
"hairy dttle bipeds" in Venezuela. In almost every par­
ticular, they help confirm the existence of the little 
"green" bipeds seen in the U. S. A. Save in coloration', 
the two bipedal entities have the following basic similari­
ties: ( 1) gregariousness, usually seen in groups of threes 
and fours, (2) a likeness for fondling dirt or gravel and 
being near water, (3) agility of body movement and the 
capability of taking leaping or floating strides , ( 4) like­
ness in height, having webbed or claw-like "hands". having 
large eyes, muteness and hirsuteness. Striking is the testi­
mony of one teenage girl who saw the green creature in 
Greenhills. In her sworn statement to CRIFO, she said 
that it looked as though the skin was covered with 
"grass". Use of the impressionistic word, grass, is signi­
ficant for it suggests hairiness, a positive physical prop­
erty observed in the South American types. 

Going back once more for evidence supporting the 
"heterogeneous" theory, we find the following report, 
August 3, '55, from Dawson, Georgia.5 A young forestry 

• .i. • I 

; ;; 3 ~Afe~~dcr Mebane or New York bas translated many such accounts 
rroll} file ,French and Jtalian. Accorcllng to his OncJlngs, the " spacemen" 

,. ate..:l'li'l!J[tilll'IY dissimilar In their rcportecJ cJescrlptlons. 

4 The greenness or the so-callecJ Cincinnati Biped may be aitrlb11 t­
able to a natural phenomenon possessive in all bipeds, becoming visible 
only when thP. creature Is excited, or possibly, as a spasmodic condi­
tion like In our nreny. Or perhaps the green luminosi ty Is only appar­
ent when a light has been directed on the blpecl's body as in the 
cases or Greenhills, Ohio and Stockton, Ga. Review the September 
Issue, Orbit. 

5 Crecllt: Norbert Gariety, Coral Gables, Fla. 
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worker reported that a strange, savage., hairy creature 
with tusk-like teeth attacked and injured him in Terrell 
County woods near Bronwood. This account from J oseph 
Whaley of Dawson, followed reports of a similar crea­
ture near Edison, about 30 miles southwest. Whaley said 
he was working alone in the woods when he was pounced 
upon by a beast over six feet tall, hairy all over like a 
wire-haired terrier, with tusk-like teeth and pointed ears. 
Its arms were heavy but its hands small. Whaley said 
he swung his grass blade against the creature's paws and 
chest but it kept coming. "Then", he said, "something 
hit me on the left shoulder, tore my shirt and scratched 
my shoulder." Whaley then ran to his jeep but it would 
not start. He hopped out and started running around it. 
Finally, he darted back inside and this time it started 
and he sped away. Reports from Edison claim that the 
marauding monster had claw-like hands and runs and 
walks upright. The authorities are investigating.6 

Here we find the Dawson and Edison Men having 
analogous features to the hairy little biped specie of 
Venezuela, differing mainly in its height and robust 
physique. Similar species to Dawson Man have been 
observed in Malaya, terrifying natives there. Also enter­
ing the picture is the possible kinship of the "Abomin­
able Snowmen'', whose traces have been found in the 
foothills of the Himalayas in Asia. Recently, footprints 
of this beastial giant, whom Tibetans call Yeti, have been 
photographed by members of the Hillary-Mt. Everest 
expedition.7 

6 We note that In recent weeks Georgia, too, bas coinc In ror a 
rash or Uf'O's and ogrish creatures. Aside rrom the Stockton "green 
men" story, Charles Paisley or Columbia, sends us a newscllp telllng 
or a posstble UFO lall<llng near Sumter, August 20, and, tbe ntght <'' 
a UFO over Atlanta. July 30. It was ctescrlbect by ctozens or observe' 
as being large, ovoid and glowtng light green. 

7 See Photo In new book, '!'!GER OF THE SNOW, by James R. 
IJllman. Also, see Case 8 6-a possible tic In as to tne origin or the 
Yell. 

I* 1111 
SAUCER SUNDRIES 

Recently received is letter and many clippings from Ernesto 
Thayaht, o f CIRNOS, who operates private observatory in Marina 
Di Pictrasanta, Fiumetto, Italy. He remarks, "It seems significant, 
lately, that several sightings in Sicily and in Italy have been re­
ported by the local papers". One clipping tells' of a "disco volante" 
observed over the Mt. Etna crater. In a recent letter to Thayaht, 
the writer asked about "little men" in his country. He replies, 
in brief, " ... there have been four cases but we had no chance 
of direct personal investigation. The facts at Bucine seem to hold, 
and the press sent several ~ecia l observers. Same sort o f thing 
at Erba. What strikes us as more than coincidence is the similarity 
of the stories from persons quite independent and without knowl­
edge of each other's observations. The other two cases were 
vague-yet similar 1 ... " Through the courtesy of Coral Lorenzen, 
director of APIRO, we have this advanced information from corre­
spondent, Horacio Gonzales of Venezuela: "At a meeting of pilots 
held here recently, at least eight mentioned that they had seen 
UFO's over Venezuela and between this country and the USA. 

L. H. STRINGFIELD, Dir. 
C.R.I.F.0. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 

CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 

One interesting case is that of a plane carrying 40 passengers. The 
captain saw a lighted disc which zigzagged in front of the plan~ 
for 20 kilometers. He then asked the co-pilot to switch on and 
off the wing tip lights as if they were going to land. He said 
his hair stood on end when they both saw that the disc returned 
the signal by putting on a red light in the dome and a' violet light 
at the bottom at intermittent intervals as if in reply I The curious 
thing about these pilot cases is• that none of the group reported 
these sightings to the press. " ... Harold Fulton of CSI, N.Z .. tells 
us that UFO sightings in England, like his native land, are in­
creasing. He describes a good report made by a Denis Thursfield, 
in England, former Royal Navy Officer with witnesses. Fulton 
writes, "Thursfield watched 15 glowing pencil-like objects, late 
afternoon, pass o'Verhead from his home in' Birmingham, August 
25, 1955. The objects came over in formations of three ... Coming 
in line <\!.tern, lasting 80 minutes. The same type objects were 
reported over Edinburgh, Scotland, and a good report was made 
by Sir John Erskine who studied objects with bino·culars ... " 

Da William E. Daniela 
) 218 Roscoe St. 
Dallas, l 'axaa .. 

FORM 3547 REQUESTED 
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THE CASE FOR I NTERPLAN ET ARY 11WAR" 

Why Operation Earth? What great urgency guides the saucer 
to the third planet in increasing number ? What of the ''mind" 
behind these operations and what happens when it encounters man 
and his machine? These are vita l questions facing a benighted 
world public. To date, only a few have reared back their heads 
from the sand to seek the answers and fewer still, to proffer a 
theory. On the other hand many in a professional position who 
could help clear up some <if the confu3ion, prefer to remain a loo f 
(pretending not to be interested) or indicate their connection with 
military security and thus are incommunicable. Perhaps a small 
group of international military officials know all the answers, but 
more likely they know only some-and wish for all! For the rest 
o f us embarked on the witch hunt, finding a solution could well be 
lost forever in the Babel of claim and co unter-claim if it were 
not for the fact that we do have a few directional hints from in­
formed people.. T hese, backed with workable evidence suggest that 
the saucer's mission to earth is not benevolent. 

SPACE WAR POSSmLE IS MacARTHUR WNT 

Supporting CRIFO's beliefs are the timely and sober­
ing words voiced by General Douglas McArthur, before 
visiting Mayor of Naples, Achille Lauro on October 7, 
1955 at the Waldorf-Astoria, New York. The Mayor re­
vealed the General's statements to theN ew York Times as 
follows: " .. . He thinks that another war would be double 
suicide and that there is enough sense on both sides of 
the Iron Curtain to avoid it .... He believes that because 
of the developments of science all countries on earth will 
have to unite to survive and to make a common front 
against attack by people from other planets. . . ." The 
Mayor added that in the General's opinion the politics 
of the future will be cosmic or interplanetary.1 

ED : The General made no reference to the UFO, but he cer­
tainly spoke unmincing ly about the possibility of attack from an­
other world. A pipe dream? Hardly, for the General is respected 
for both his military prestige and his civilian leadership and would 
not, therefore, express himself so foolishly if he did not have 
qualified facts as a basis fo r his statement. The writer further 
believes the General's fact- rooted "prnphecy" may have been a 
subtle play for a niche in the History books. Another guess­
saucers were discussed by the General and the Mayor, but the 
word being universally taboo, was squelched from print. In short, 
the statements are significant fo r they drop a hint of top-drawer 
th inking.2 

The General's statements are merely hints but the 
supporting evidence, of which we speak (in form of inci­
dents and the like), is overwhelming. However, before 
putting it to test in support of our theory we hasten to say 
that our evidence and that supporting opposite views 
are not, by themselves, the final proof of the UFO's dis­
position. Recognizing this is a condition under which the 
theoretician must work and so stake out his interpretative 
claim. 

1 Credit: Mrs. Josepb Sieger, Cedar Grove. N.J., Richard Hall, New 
Orleans, La., and Peter B'artkus, Rockford, Ill. 

2 Mrs. Walton Concord John, editor or the Little Listening Post sent 
ORIFO a copy or a Dill fn the House of Representatves (H.R. 78'43) 
which reads In part, " ... Be It enacted by the Senate and House or 
Representatives . . . tbat there Is hereby establlshed a Joint Com· 
mlttee on Extraterrest.rial Exploration. . . . '!'be Joint conunitteEI shall 
make continuing studies or activities and problems relating to tile de­
velopment of . extraterrestrial exploration and travel. , , ," We \CCom· 
mend the LLP ror tis catch-all capsu.1, reporting anti etiltlng. · Senti 
$1.00 to 4811 Illinois Ave., N.W., .. washln'gl-On, D.q. 

THE PHANTOM WAR 

Interpretatively, the writer claimed in September Orbit, 
. . ( 1) UFO's have turned from surveillance to aggres­

sive action, (2) such action constitutes, ipso facto, a state 
of interplanetary war ... " Let it be said the writer stands 
by his earlier statements, but believes an explanation for 
his suppositions is in order. First we must refer to 
Merriam-Webster and find the authoritative definition for 
our intended meaning of the key word, "war". We cite 
Item 3 which reads, "The state or fact of being in conflict 
with, or actively opposed to, each other . . . a contest or 
struggle for supremacy, revenge, or the like. . ." Thus, in 
having defined our meaning of war, we cite CRIFO Case 
100 as just one isolated example of our military forces 
being "actively opposed to" the UFO. On such knowledge­
able grounds, plus being informed, reliably, of aerial mis­
haps resulting from UFO activity, we therefore postulate 
that interplanetary war, or, "a state of being in conflict" 
with extraterrestrial forces does exist! 

A war of this kind is new to human experience; it is a 
war without precedence, without land armies and minus 
the conventional bombs and rockets used to destroy cities. 
Such a war, so phantasmal, could well exist under a tight 
censorship and no one, save for a few military heads would 
know of it as a fact, or, of its scope. Pilots scrambled to 
intercept UFO's may also be ignorant of this fact even 
though they are participating perilously in defensive ac­
tion, while innocently in the conspiracy. 

While such a phantom war may continue indefinitely 
and never become an outright "shooting war" (as de­
picted in H. G. Wells' War of the Worlds) we cannot 
speak assuringly, for a sudden and novel attack and 
catastrophe always loom as a possibility. Conversely, 
such war may never be fully understood by man, for the 
barrier separating his intelligence and emotions from the 
foe's may be as impervious as that between man and the 
rattlesnake. In this anomalous struggle, the warring 
planets, hopelessly unconscionable to each other's design 
or duty, may never resolve themselves peacefully, or, by 
their stratagem of hide-and-seek, show a conquest or a 
defeat. If this be the case then we may have an ex­
planation for the world-wide aerial mishaps attributed to 
the UFO, and, a more plausible reason to explain them 
away as "accidental". But we are guessing. Whether 
acci~ental or J>r~meditate<i, the mishaJ?s are continuing. 

/ 
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" ... we believe that no . objects .such as those pop·iilarly described 
as flying .saucers have overflow1i tht: U11ited States."- Sec. of the 
A ir Force, Donald A. Quarles, in official sta.teme11t, Oct. 25, '55. 

"Well, the vocal factio11 of the U.S.A.F. h.a.r laid cmother_ egg! 
What in tl:e name of Jupil er are they plaimiiig to accomplish by 
deliberate fabric11tio11?"-J oht~ P. Bessor, Pittsb1irgh, Pa. 

"Co1ild it be that tlze A.F. is doi1ig this as a means of antici­
pating i11creascd sightings. . . . Or, can they be doing this in 
anticipatio11 of Ke31/i.oe's or Edward's books shortly to be oi~t?"­
R cv. A lberf Baller, Gree11field, Mass. 

Tltc answer to the la.tier · q11estio1i is, yes !-Editor. 
'·My new book, The Flyi11g Saucer Conspiracy, is com-it~g ot~t 

Dec. 5th. fo it is proof t/tot the recent Afr Force statemmt is a 
complete cover-up, cv11 ceali11g ·vital fa·cts from the p11blic: The Air 
Force r emC1i11s serio.u.sly co1uerned about UFO's!"-Ma1or Donald 
Li. Keyhoe, v ia telephone, Oct. 91, '55. 

A LITTLE DOWN-TO-EARTH TALK 
We're getting to pr~s late this issue because of the tremendous 

workload. Preparation of copy is restricted to th~ evenings and we 
find the hours in that period far too short considering what a ll 
must be done: Another time-consuming factor is o ur local job of 
running down-. UFO r-eports which sometimes tie~ down the writer 
for the e'ntire evening. Speaking of UFO's locally, 1>lenty still is 
go ing on a nd in one section of · the city sighti11gs· are so numerous 
they prodded the Cincinnat i Astronomical Society into making an 
on-the-spot ·check. o·n another subject, howe~er, and a vital one, 
is the Orbit's fi nancial status. ' Well, things look a little brighter 
this month- thanks to· the· many readers who br-ought in new sub­
scl'ibers, and, o f cmirse, those who went beyond call of duty to 
help ! ft ii: th is show of interest and zeal together with your many 

, letters offer ing .encouragement that kee;i.s the writer's spirit afire. 

WERE 'l'HESJ<; BALLOONS, MR. QUARLES? 
The S~crctary of the Ai1: Fore~ had no troµble in sweeping all 

the bona fide saucer reports· iilto· the circular file, but we doubt that 
he could use the old balloon trick in t;i lking us out of this unique 
sighting. Our sour°ce· is E1pil Slaboda, columnist for The Tre11-
tonian, of Trenton, . N.-. J .. }fo .. says : in. his Sept. s .. '55 column, 
"J·hu:ricane ,O.ia}1e_ is .. almo~t forg.otten1 but there. was on~ incident 
d poi'ted to 1ne ~by' ·a rel ta lite· Jou re;¢· that ' pr9v_ed · interesting. During 
·the- .f ur.i0~.:-falit and"·wirUls;-'.at.•:apiiro,UmateJy:..3.:A: M. -- two. t!FO'.s 
_were. sigh,ted. ·.OVff- E:amiJ~on .TowQ,shi.p s)q~s . . '.l'hey. ·.were described 
a$ oblonfi aiid bdlliant~ Tfie \.V'il:nes·s . fold me 'tile obiec.ts . seemed to 
be signallii1g to each other: r 'realize most' flying saucer . sightings 
normally can be e{\·plained away as weather balloons and high 
flying pfanes. But through no stretch oI Jhe imagination can I be­
~ ieve that two airplanes; -on"'for that matter, weather balloons, 
br;\\·:e.~Jl1e .f!i.r>o.Y:s · stQfp:l!: t~ .. i,>~~ .. op ~'.'l>Y.rPt<;<;hn.i~ display:'.'· (Credit: 
George H. tucas, 'Bordentown, N. J.) · 

EXCLUSIVE: STATEMENT BY HIGH-RANKING 
AIR FORCE GENERAL IS BARED, POINTING TO 

SAUCER MENACE 

Robert C. Gardner3, lecturer and private UFO investi­
gator, in a recent visit, gave the writer a statement, 
hitherto unpublished, which quotes a top-ranking officer 
in the Air Force. Needless to say it supports the CRIFO 
theory, and we quote: "In the later part of February 
1953, I carried a letter of introduction and recommenda­
tion from a New York official in charge of our E astern 
Air Defense to General Benjamin Chidlaw, then in charge 
of all our continental air defenses at Ent Air Force Base 
in Colorado. The letter concerned a plan I had which the 
Eastern Air Defense considered important to our na­
tional defense. Out of courtesy to General Chidlaw, who 
has since retired, I have withheld until now the vitally 
important information herewith revealed. In the course 
of the half hour private interview the General mentioned, 
among many other interesting items, the following, 'we 
have stacks of reports about lying saucers. We take them 
seriously when you consider we have lost many men and 
planes trying to intercept them'." 

VIOLENCE IN RETROSPECT 

.B;eyond estimation -is the number of aircraft, military 
and otherwise, that have been lost to the UFO. Surely, 
the earliest date for such occurrences goes back farther 
than the classical Mantell "death chase" of 1948.4 In this 
category, we once again refer to the files of Robert Gard­
ner which reveal for us this unusual incident dating back 
to 1939- just before the outbreak of World War II. 

Case 107, &tween San Diego and Honolulu. Late 
Summer 1939- At 3:30 p.m., a military transport plane 
with thirteen men aboard left the Marine Naval Air Sta­
tion in San Diego for a routine flight to Honolulu. When 
three hours at sea the aircraft was in dire distress. May· 
day calls were radioed back to the base, then suddenly 
nothing more was heard until the craft came limping 
back and executed an emerg~ncy landing. T he first men 
to reach the craft were shocked by what they saw-all 
thirteen members of the crew were dead, save for the 
co-pilot who managed, miraculously, to steer his charge 
in safely. Three minutes later he was also dead! Ex­
amination of the bodies showed remarkably large gaping 
wounds, not unlike those received by the surface of t lw 
craft, which indicated the impact of missiles. A second 
amazing discovery was that the service pieces, 45 Colt 
automatics, carried by the pilot and co-pilot, had been 
emptied and their shells found lying on the floor of the 
cockpit. Lastly, and possibly akin to saucer phenomena, 
was the characteristic rotten egg odor which pervaded the 
chamber's atmosphere. It was also learned regarding the 
incident that personnel who handled parts of the aircraft 
shqwed a mysterious skin infection. Security measures, 
Gardner was told, immediately blanketed the affair and 
cameras restricted. Corpsmen were barred from removing 
the bodies and the job of identification and diagnosis was 
limited to three medical officers only. 
ED : The fi rst explanation .that comes to mind is an act of vio­
lence by the flaunting Japanese as displayed in the Panay affa ir 'Qf 
1937, .but this theory is weak when we consider that the event was 
a.ei:ial aud such. .woul.d r.eq..u ire . the . unqetectable . presence of :Japiiii­
ese· aircraff'cafrlers ·anq escor·t vessels. '..-For .. -tJiese -to ·be »sailing i11 
U.S. controlled · waters at that time would have been provoking war 

3 See Saucer Sundries back page. 
4 "Must" fea(ling Is Desmond Leslie's artlclo, ' 'New Light on the 

M°.antell C~e". which, is reatured t~ Clips, · O·~? tes. and .. co~ents,. ~ssue 
E -7, Cla~ed O.ct .. is .. 55 .. W,rlte, B.S.~·r\..:• 3g_-~ ~Clams Ave., S~p Dte.~o 
16. Cal. Twelve lssuei; •5.-0·0;··sl:i:-,:·:~~:uO·; ~w.o,. $f·,!)(r. · P: . - r .. -. : 



prematurely which was not a part of the Japanese plan as we 
learned at ~earl Harb9r. Another possibility was internal trouble 
such as mutmy, but this does not explain the missile scars on the 
outer surface of. the plane, theref_ore the evidence of empty shells 
suggests a retaliatory effort against hostile and mysterious out­
side forces. But dead men tell no tales and we shall never know 
who or what caused the disaster for certain. 

THE MYSTERY AT MEDICINE BOW PEAK 

. Although ~viational mishaps are frequent and some­
times mysterious, we cannot blame them all on the UFO. 
While most are due to operational causes, others forever 
look suspicious in spite of their written-off explanations 
which evades certain evidence.5 For example, in recent 
months we have grown a little curious about the increas­
ing number of military planes colliding in midair6 and 
wonder if the proverbial blanket of security is really 
hiding the true circumstances. Other cases, however, leave 
even greater doubt as to the cause such as the incident 
occ~rring at . Medicine Bow Peak, Wyoming, a disaster 
costing the hves of 66 people. For analysis of the evi­
dence, known to date, we return to Herbert E. Clark, Jr. 
who is well-informed in the field of aviation. 

Case 108, Medicine Bow Peak, Wyo., Oct. 6, 1955-To 
begin, Clark does not necessarily blame the disaster on a 
UFO, but merely points out some of the unexplained 
mysteries and flaws in the announced circumstances sur­
rounding the affair. We quote from Clark's analysis: 
"The DC-4, flying 200 mph. + crashed 30 minutes after 
take-off from Denver. Reports indicate the plane was 
35 miles off course but no information has been given as 
to which direction the craft was flying. The weather re­
ports at the time were contradictory. The plane was not 
to fly over 11,000 ft. because of lack of pressurization, 
however, the plane was flying at 11,800 ft., and thus hit 
the peak which was 12,005 ft. high. The pilots certainly 
had knowledge of this terrain. The plane had full radio 
equipment which presumably was in operation, but there 
was no record of any radio message sent from the plane. 
The plane was also equipped with OMNI, a radio direc­
tion finding apparatus which sends signals to range sta­
tions, which in tum, reply by radio. When such stations 
reply the pilot knows exactly the position of his plane. 
There are three airports that the DC-4 would have passed 
over in normal flight, namely, Ft. Collins, Laramie and 
Medicine Bow. None of these towns reported seeing the 
DC-4." 

Logically, Clark concludes: "Where, why and how could the 
plane get o ff course? How could all o f the instruments and the 
radio gotten out o f o rder? There are only three conclusions for 
the group of data available at this time, (1) It was a clear cut 
case of pi lot error,· (2) the instrumentation and radio was thrown 
out. of kilt~r because of 31rtificial mag~etic influences, (3) the plane 
collided with or came 111 contact with the magnetic field of an 
UFO." (Ed: Sec Case 24.) 

THE MYSTERY OF THE MISSING 

Just as mysterious as the incident at Medicine Bow 
are others which involve the disappearance of aircraft 
Some disappear leaving only a shredded clue, others with­
out trace. In our work we have heard of many unveri­
fiable incidents, but there are as many that do have sub­
stantiation and are minus only in detail. In mind are the 
two jets disappearing without trace over Lake Michigan 

5 Recommcnc:lcd rending Is ''Fireball or Saucer" by Abraham Ausman 
reaturecl 1n the Sept. Issue o r SAUCERS. Write Max B. M!J)er, P.O. 
Box 35034, Los Angeles, Cal. $3.00 per year or 25c per ·copy. 

6 We know or at least eight cases or mfc:l-afr collfsfon occurring In 
the past three months. fl. 0. novner sent us seven clippings de­
scribing these unique aisnsters rrom the Phfla.delpllfa papers p.lone. 
James Ollfngham or Alamcaa, Cal., sent us another. 

in February of 1955, and, the Navy Corsair which van­
ished, while flying in formation through heavy clouds 
over the Rock of Gibraltar several years ago. But ther~ 
are more recent cases. On September 29, 1955, three 
F-84-F fighter bombers from Langley Air Force Base 
Va., were announced as missing after extensive search i~ 
their area o~ operation, Chesapeake Bay. A Langley 
spok~sman said an oyster boat dredged up a mud-stained 
c~othmg bag marked with the name of one of the 
pilots- the only clue. The Air Force would not com­
ment on the cause of the disaster.7 

Another mystery surrounds the recent case of the 
missing Air Force plane flying on a training mission from 
McClellan Air Force Base, Sacramento, to Hamilton Air 
F<?rc.e Ba~e, 30 miles north. The father of one of the 
m1ssmg pilots (Lt. Koren Kolligan, Jr.) has offered a 
$~5,000.00 r~ward for help in finding his son, but the 
Air Force said there was virtually no chance the reward 
could ever be claimed. The writer asks, why is the Air 
Force so sure?S 

Case 109, Shinnecock Inlet, L. Is., N. Y., Aug. 26, 1955 
- A veteran. test i;>ilot for Republic Aviation Corp., Earl 
~ane, was killed violently when his Thunderflash myster­
iously exploded in a routine flight. The blast tore his 
pl~ne apart and bits of wreckage were sprayed over the 
surf and beac;h-his body was blown to bits. A Republic 
spokesman said Kane had radioed to the tower five min­
utes before the blast, reporting "minor difficulties'', but 
that was the last they heard. Just what happened was 
not clear. Investigating reporters found a cloak of security 
dropped over the tragedy. Significant, however was the 
report. of "an eyewitness, John Borucke of Southhampton. 
He said, I saw two planes flying over the beach then I 
heard a terrific explosion." But Republic official; denied 
the report of a second plane. Also, curiously coincidental 
was the fact that another plane, a private single-engined 
Cessna, had crash-landed in the surf at Montauk Point 
about three hours later. The occupants, unhurt, said their 
craft developed engine trouble. 
Ed: J ferc',s real confusion to say the least! Of most concern 
however, is the seco11d pla11e described by eyewitness Borucke 
Was ~epublie's denial of the second plane a statement o'f fact, and 
the ObJect Borucke saw, actually a UFO? My informant comments 
further, "T. talke~ with employee. o f Republic. Accord ing to him 
cveryho~y 1s try111~ to f111d out 1 ust what happened. The accepted 
theory 1~ that c11g111 ~ ceasure took 1>lace, piling up fuel-air mix­
ture wh1rh blew ship apart. Pilot is said to have reported a 
flame -out, !hough. T ower at Republic tried cont<1ct five f111/ 111in-
11lcs after pilot's last message without success. H ow did tire'' 
~mow wlrm. slrip /Jkw up? Assumption is, pilot tried to bring- ship 
Ill for land111g on beach. If so, why did he not answer- or wh,, 
dues tire radio alwaJ•s go dead whc11 most needed? T oh;erved 
n/Jo1:c ~11n: 111nl ie.t activity on day of crash." My informant asked 
Republic 1£ the Jets were theirs and the a11swer was negative. See 
Case 21. 

NEW EVIDENCE ON SWEDISH 4-WAY DISASTER 
Looking back over the list of macabre cases mentioned 

by CRIF09 we should like to review some new evidence 
concerning Case 90. It comes by way of an AP dispatch, 
appearing in New York Post. We quote in part, " ... the 
aircraft disappeared soon after take-off from a base at 
Norrkoping, 14 miles south of the lake ... the air force 
coul? not explain the incident. The formation had just 
received and acknowledged permission to pass through 
clouds that should have sent them upward." Our corre­
spondent, Max Schaeffer of New York, speculates "But 
if they were 14 miles from take-off and going up, the dis­
tance of the melting surface of the lake below them could 
not have caused the accident. 

7 Credit: Chnrles Seibold, Plkesville, Md. 
8 Creatt: Frank C. Oallagbon, Rosev!Jle, Mfcb. 
9 See Marcil Issue Newsletter, July Issue Orbit. 



''SPACE FIREBALL BLOWS UP, SETS OFF grated in seconds and there was nothing.' Witnesses in 
LOUISIANA FIRES" Michoud saw the fireball come over their heads ... with 

Case 110, At least five southern states, 10:00 a.m. Oct. blue fire from the rear. Suddenly, the fire seemed to go 
14, 'SS-Quoted above are the giant headlines which out and the object dropped near the Chrysler Plant. 
appeared in the New Orleans States. The story itself Dennis Lanaux of Lucy, L a., said the meteor left a vapor 
filled two columns. Clippings received from other cities trail in the sky for 45 minutes." Quoting the States 

again, "Hundreds of miles out in the Gulf of Mexico indicate similar concern, but for an abridgment we refer 
to a report sent in by Richard Hall of New Orleans. We ships altered their courses to search for planes they be-
paraphrase H alls' report in which he quotes from the lieved crashed." The Sun, Baltimore, reported, "Control 
N ew Orleans Item. "Mysterious fireball ... set off a tower operators at Brookley AFB, M obile said they saw 
flurry of plane crash reports from Brownsville, Texas to a 'fireball' explode on the edge of the military reserva-
Mobile, Alabama. One object, described as a single- tion. Pilots of three military aircraft near Mobile reported 

seeing a 'red rocket' about the same time."10 
engine plane, was reported down in Lake Pontchartrain Ed: Dr. F razer Thompson of T ulane University observatory 
as the fiery things streaked through the air in daylight when asked about meteor explosions, commented, "This would b~ 
Spokesman at New Orleans Airport said the fireball unusual in the daytime but fireball explosions have been sighted 
'definitely was a meteor.' New Orleans police searched dur ing the day." T he wr iter believes the exploding object was a 
lo ·1 f h b f .. h f h bolide, but notes that none of the reports indicate that a sound 

sq. m1 es or two .ours e ore giving up searc or t e accompanied the fireba ll, which, as Dr. Lincoln LaPaz has pointed 
object at 2: 05 p.m. Near Vacherie they reported smoke o ut from his meteoritical research, are "generally as noisy as a 
from the crashed object and state police sent troopers freig ht train." We further note the a larming frequency o f the 
into the swamps to search for it. A spokesman at Cal- incomi~)g ',' li re~alls" once k~own as rar,e.11 I:Tall comments. in ~is 
lender Field said 'plane crash' reports had been received letter, Points .111 common with July 11 , . 55 cyl.111der over <;ahforma, 

. . T ' ( 1) vapor trai l, (2) reports o f low:Ay1ng .o~Ject, (3) lmght Aash, 
there from Luhng, Marrero, the .Atchafalaya R.ver, ••1 of '" •nd •nwk•, (s) obJtt" lnttmg •'••md, (G) w;d•· 

water, Buras, L afitte and Leesvtlle. H enry Bowers, wl~ ..... ~~ v• a rea in which seen." We add to this California incident 
reported the Lake Pontchartrain object near Irish Bayou, the fact that United,, Airl ine~ pilots, . flying over Ba~e;,sfie ld, re-
said he watched the crash from the roof of a building. ported the~ saw a r.ed cyllnd~r with a va.por ,!rai!. As far 

. . , . . . lOOO f north as 1 01101>ah, Nevada a w1t11ess reported a cylmder glow-
He described it as a smgle engme plane, flymg at t. inu red that plunged out of the sky and exploded in a shower 
It caught fire and we saw smoke billowing out behind it.' ot' flame."12 
A pilot who landed at the Naval Air Station said he saw 
a fiery object in the air near M cComb, Miss., and that 
'it looked like a burning aircraft at first but it disinte-

SAUCER SU NDRIES: Space does not allow our reviewing the 
recent series o f sky quakes over San Francisco and the Bay area 
which remain unexplained, a nd, not to be co11fnsed witll the more 
rccc11t cart/Iqua.Iles . ... A word about Robert C. Ga rdner who 
gave us the Gen. Chidlaw statement. He told us in his recent visit 
that he is available for lecturing. Gardner, world-traveled and well­
informed on the U 1:0, has lectured to Air Force groups, uni­
,·ersities, and clubs. He features with his talk, motion pictures 
showing UFO's which he upholds are rea l. W rite for lecture ar ­
rangements to Lexington Ave., Dayton 7, Ohio. Phone Randolph 
G2!l6 . ... Until the international monetary exchange system improves 
we suggest that U.S. readers, desiring to subscribe to fo reign 
publications, send cash ( not checks) or fnternational Mot~ ey Or­
ders. We have received the latter successfully from Australia, New 

L. H. STRINGFIELD, Dir. 
C.R.I.F.O. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 

CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 

10 Cred it : Charles Selbold. 
11 See Case~. 26, 33, so, 7 1, H. 
lZ Credi t : Mrs. n. S. Rlcbarctson , Sau Lake City, Utall. 

Zealand and E ngland. Although we have had trouble keeping up 
with the cxchauge value of the do llar, we list fo r your convenience 
the fo llowing recommended overseas publications with latest an­
nounced prices: Flyi11g Sa.11cers, edited by Haro ld F ulton. ·w rite 
C.S.I., 1 Nissan Place, Onehunga S.E. 5, Auckland, New Zealand. 
P r ice $1.40 .... The A1istra/ ia11 Sa11cer Record, write Fred Stone, 
22 Northcote St., Kilburn, South Australia. For this magazine 
ch~k your bank for U.S. exchange on 2/- Sterling per copy . . .. 
T he Flyi11g Sa11ccr Re'l!iew, write Derek Dempster, 1 Doughty St., 
London, W. C. 1, England. P r ice $:\.50/year. ... Ura1111s edited 
by E. Diddle, 31 Kings Rd., London, S. W. 3, England. P rice 
$1.50/year. Le Co11rrier foter(1/a11etaire edited by P ro f. Alfred 
Nahon in French. Write to 2·1, avenue Denatou, Lausanne, Swit­
zerland. Announced price is equivalent to 35 French francs. 

Da William E. Daniels 
3218 Roscoe St. 
Dallas, 'l'exas 

FORM 3547 REQUESTED 

t>iUfEU. 
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BEDROCK OF FACT - 11THE FLYING SAUCER CONSPIRACY11 

Major Donald E . Keyhoe's latest book, The Flying 
Saucer Conspiracy, successor to Flying Saucers from 
Outer Space and Flying Saucers are Real, is now before 
public review. It is, in brief, a monumental work built 
on the solid bedrock of fact-and it's CRIFO belief that 
facts, whether good or bad, should be inseparable from 
the public mind. 

An Air Force officer recently told the writer when 
discussing the views expressed in Orbit-"It's time some­
body made a stand." On a larger scale, Keyhoe has done 
just that in his new book. In it he has created for the 
newcomer (of which there are too many) and the "old 
hand" a book on par with encyclopedia, history, text 
book and a Book of Revelations. In it perhaps is com­
monplace material for the writer of the 21st century, 
but at that time, the book which we now praise, will 
be a collector's item and the sages will marvel at its 
precocity and foresight. 

In The Flying Saucer Conspiracy, Keyhoe has hurt no 
one or any governmental agency. Some may wish to 
misinterpret the word, "conspiracy," but Keyhoe has 
assured the writer that he did not mean for it to be 
construed in its uglier sense. Seems that the writer has 
had the same trouble with the word, "war" but to put 
the record straight, we quote from Keyhoe's Foreword, 
"In revealing this censorship, I am not attacking the Air 
Force as a who~e. Most of the officers and officials I 
have encountered are simply obeying orders. Nor do I 
attribute unpatriotic motives to the 'silence group' mem­
bers w~o originate these orders. 'Undoubtedly they are 

.. acfu,ated by a high motive-the need, as they see it, to 
'- protect the public from possible hysteria." 

Following is a written statement received from Major 
Keyhoe, November 27, 1955: 

"Dear Mr. Stringfield: 

"An advance copy of my new book, The Flying Saucer Con­
spiracy, is being sent to you today. ·1 hope that the evidence it 
contains will .be of assistance to you in your investigation of 
the flying saucer problem. 
"Through the CRIFO Orbit you have an ·excel!ent opportunity 

· to help end the censorship of flying saucer reports. I beliCV.e 
that wide dissemination of the facts, and careful avoidance of all 
dubious rumors, will eventually lead to a showdown. Many. 
readers will undoubtedly demand, through their Senators and 
Congressmen, that the Pentagon release all the hidden flying 
saucer information. 

"Meantime, please accept my thanks for the UFO sightings and 
other reports you have sent me during the past 18 months. 

Sincerely yours, 

Donald E. Keyhoe 

Major, U.S. Marine Corps, Ret." 

We list by name the nineteen chapters : (1) Blackout, (2) The 

First Clue, (3) The Silence Group Strikes, (4) Unknown Worlds, 

(5) Enigma on the Moon, (6) The Hidden Orders, (7) Cover-up 

at Quantico, (8) Satellite Search, (9) Mystery . on Mars, (10) 

"Ground All Planes I", (11) Breaks in the Blackout, (12) "Shadowed 

LJ Putting it mildly, FSC is must reading. If yours is a 
f~ily interested in its sanity ~d well-being, then we sug­
g~st you lay off TV for two evi::nings and gather round 

. from Space'', (13) The Wilmington Expose, (14) 'l'he Burning 

Road, (15) The Invisible Saucers, (16) "Angel's ' H;air", (17) 

<?berth and the G-Field, (18) Redell Explains a Ridqle, (19) The 

Vanishing Planes. 

l 

- while dad reaqs aloud all 19 chapters. In each is long.-
suppressed material which should stir every alert family 
into vorpal discussiop. an<;i vigilance. The. writer has 
known Major Keyhoe. for Jlearly two years and he can 
vouch for the author's assiduity and care in handling 
material. Most of it, without ba8is or substantiation. is 
rejected. Knowing this, 1lhe writ~r unequivocally re'com­
mends all readers to buy The Flying Saucer Conspiracy 
.. . and to thank our freedoms for the privilege of letting 
the book be printed and rea9. by all · who wish to be en­
lightened! 

.... : 

.Pul:>lisher, Henry Holt & Co., New York. Price $3.50. 

GIVE THE ORBIT TO FRIENDS FOR CHRISTMAS 

. Encouraged by last year's success, we· again welcome the id~ of 
r~aders giving a friend one year's subscription of Orllit. For this 
occasion we will · have printed a special slip which announces the 
gift and its dono< Suggest you act quickly. 
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"On Criswell's TV show, Oct. 29, he made some startling pre­
dictions concerning the state of Ohio. Mother nature will strike, 
causing the rivers to rise ... spreadi~g havoc."-Note sent special 
delivery from Florence Kalan, San Diego, Cal. . . . 

"Cincinnati and Hamilton County . . . communities last night 
were hit by one of the most violent local storms in recent years. 
Flash floods, gusty winds, lightning and hailstones ranging in size 
frotn marbles to ·golf balls caused widespread damage."-The Cin­
cinnati Enquirer, Nov. 16 edition. 

The house and home of the Stringfields and of CRIFO were in 
the surly path of it 1111; subsequently, it took CRIFO one full week 
to reorgr.ni:i:e. Some. people believe that ;aucers may have ~ hand 
in the earth's changmg weather: we cant say, but when violence 
hit home we thought of Criswell.-The Editor. 

"FLYING SOCCER" OR SOMETIDNG 
We ·regret that a few readers upset themselves by misinterpreting 

the November Orbit and its forboding headlines. What we have 
done so egregiously is call a spade a spade, or more precisely, put 
a label on the present action of saucer chase and counter-chase. 
We called this action, ":war", actually for the want of a better term, 
for as we see it it is a matter of termiliology. Perhaps we should 
have been wise1~ had we chosen a less brutal word, like "conflict" 
or "contest" but these are as awkward as- "game" or "sport"­
which btings to inind, "flying soccer." Oh well, whatever the 
choice the writer still maintains that all is not peaches and cream 
with ti1e saucers, and as long as we send up armed jet interceptors 
to chase the UFO (for reasons known only to the Air Force) we 
are ,iu a military sense acting in a defensive 111a1111er. By such per­
form ante, the USAF is an active participant in a 'Contest (of un­
lrnown dim~nsions) with an opposing force. We have little choice 
but to recogriiie that this opposing force is acting offensively (for 
good or bad) for it is a force coming to earth in increasing num­
ber in complete disregard for our defensive action-but these issues 
are interminably argumentative. Perhaps we may do best by bor­
rowing a page from the Korean Affair for it was called a "police 
action' when it was tttily a \var, so !l'laybe the interplanetary "war" 
of which we speak is truly a police ac.tion. One thing for certain 
-there is action! 

1956 - A LOOK lNTO THE UNKNOWN 
With the approach of 1956, CRIFO finds saucer and man at a 

crossroad. To many, saucers still don't exist, to others they are 
terrestrial and, of course, there is the smattering of non-conformists 
who still believe that saucers come from outer space. And, even 
among these few, opinions are sharply divided. Perhaps 1956 will 
produce the long-awaited shocker-the truth punch! As most of 
us know 1956 is the promised year when Mars comes to earth in 
its closest opposition, but it may also be the year when the U.S. 
or Britain or Russia may choose to unveil something discoidal of 
their own-who knows? We can only wait and see. Those of us 
who bow saticers best also know lt would be foolish to predict .the 
turn of events, for the Fate bearing Truth is m(lnipulated by man. 
In his hands, we may never fully kn<lw 'the real story unless an­
other irttelligence chooses to · act first. But cheer up, saucers have 
been around for a long time and we're all still kickin'. For sure, 
there'll always be taxes and a Pentagon! It is in this lightsome 
mood that we wish to extend .to each reader a Very Merry Christ­
ma:s and a Happy New Year I 

THROUGH THE TELESCOPE - LIGHTS ON 
THE MOON 

we are not in a scientific position to pass judgment on 
the strange continuum of events happening in space: 
ours is merely to collect and report these events and 
whenever possible show their relationship to analogous 
events, and perhaps, point out a speculative clue whidh 
fits our hypotheses. Pertinent are two letters quoted from 
the November, 1955 issue of Sky & Telescope: 

"On August 26, 1955, I was observing the moon with my home­
built 6-inch reflector, using an Erfle eyepiece and Goodwin Barlow 
lens which gave a magnification of 200x and a 20-minute field. At 
7 :51 p.111. CST, while examining the neighborhood of the Apen­
nines, I saw on the dark portion of the moon a bright flare that 
remained visible for about 35 sec<>11ds. It appeared roughly as 
bright as a 2nd magnitude star does to the naked eye. The termina­
tor region of the moon had. been under survey for about an hour, 
and I am certain that the flare was 11ot {'resent for many seconds 
before I first saw it. The position of the flare, as estimated in 
terms of the diameter of the field of view, was in the neighborhood 
of the Carpathian Mts. This seemed to be too far inside the dark 
portion of the moon for the object to have been an isolated moun­
tain peak catching the sunlight. The flare remained fairly steady in 
brightness, fading only slightly before it abrnptly disappeared ... "1 

"Shortly after sunrise on September 8, 1955, I was looking at 
the moon, high in the sky, through a small 20x telescope. My 
attention was directed to the Taurus Mts., at the western edge of 
Mare Serenitatis when, at 7 :35 a.m., EDT, I saw two distinct flashes 
of light, about a quarter second apart, that seemed to come from 
the edge o( these mountains. There appeared to be nothing that 
could have caused reflections in my telescope. The sun was hidden 
behind trees at the time, and there were no aircraft in the sky."Z 

THROUGH THE TELESCOPE - LIGHTS 

IN SPACE 

Case lli, Observatory in Abbeylakes, Lancashire, Eng­
land, July 8, -1954-Contrary to "the oft-told charge that 
astronomers have never seen a "flying saucer" we wish to 
quote, in summary, a case of tr.emendous significance from 
Vega~ Vol: 2, No: 25. · Mr. Ha~old Hill, 1Jhe observer, is 
a well~known lunar· astr'onomer of more than 20 years 
and is a member. of the. British Astronomical Association. 

"On July 8 near 20h 3Qm.U.T. at his observatory in Abbeylakes, 
Mr. Hill suddenly notjced at an altitude of about 55 degrees in the 
southern sky a brighfi apl)arei:Jt1y stationary, star-like object. Wi>th 
33x and 50x on a. 12 inch reflector the "star" was resolved into 
a btight silvery object of i'ndefinite shape, accompanied to the left 
by a loose cluster, with perhaps 15 o r 20 members of what ap­
peared to be minute· stars of varying magnitudes. These were con­
stantly moving about, a "hive of activity." After a short break 
caused by clouds, Mt. Hill saw two bright objects close together. 
The cluster had vanished, though perhaps merely outside the field 
of view of the telescope. "My attention was directed to the two 
bright objects which showed sensible motion. They were separating 
as I watched and not only appeared to be gyrating and flashing but 
also exhibited a slow pendulum movement about each other in a 
manner similar to dancing partners l The increased movements of 
the objects made ~t difficuh to follow with the 12 inch and they 
passed out of the field as an adjustment had to be made of the 
telescope." 

Mr. Hill adds, "The two principal members defied description; 
they flashed as they gyrated as though n1etallic -surfaces were re­
flecting the rays of the s1111 (now below the horizon). Probably ~e 
closest analogy to what was $een is to be found in the flashing 
of the facets of a diamond as . it is turned ·in strong light."3 

Mr. Desmond Leslie, or London, inquired into the case and re­
ceived the following reply front Mr. Hill, and we quote: "What l 
could not understand was why the principal silvery object I first 
saw appeared double in the later stages of my twenty-five minute 
observation. It was much later that same night when I hit on the 
feasible explanation. l believe that \vhat was seen was a cylindrical 

1 Signed, K. E. MoCorkle, Memphis, 'fenn. 
2 Signed, W. c. Lambert, Ironton, Ohio. 
3 The VEGA report was carried In the STROLLING ASTRONOMER 

from which F. J. Kelley of Binghampton, N.Y., copied the accouni. 
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or cigar-shaped object viewed end-on at first. In the later stages 
the craft turned sideways, so that I c-0uld see both ends which 
were either illuminated or reflecting the light of the setiting sun, 
so giving the impression of two separate objects. The much 
smaller 'stellar' objects might well have been the s-0-called scout 
craft having a rendezv-0us with the mother ship."4 

ED: Mr. Hill's report parallels others on file, and more­
over, bears similarity in certain details to one singular 
case known to the writer whose facts are so startling and 
incontestable (and confidential) that if all other cases 
were dismissed, it would prove that flying saucers are 
intelligently controlled devices, peculiar to earth! See 
case 10, Aug. 1954 Newsletter for the rudimentary facts 
.. . pe~haps in some future issue of Orbit the story will 
be told in full. 

SAUCERS STIR PENNSYLVANIA QUffiT6 
Other cases with less detail are just as provocative 

and also deserve airing. CRIFO has many on file and we 
cite three recent isolated incidents occurring in Penn­
sylvania. 

Case 112, Lancaster Pa., Oct. 9, 'SS- Amateur astrono­
mer Henry Howell, peering through his Unitron telescope 
which magnifies 40 times, watched a fiery elliptical object 
moving in a huge arc in the sky. He said it made no 
sound and traveled from west to the southeast. Howell 
was certain the object was not an airplane or a meteor, 
adding, "I don't know what it was."6 

ED : Same night, a soundless red object crossed from Northern 
Kentucky into Western Cincinnati, niaki1ig a mdden right angle 
turn. Following day, strands and sheets of the mysterious angel 
hair were found strewn over the flight area of the UFO. The 
fiery object seen by Howell may have been the same object, for it 
is significant that Howell saw it coming from the west. 

Case 113, Philadelphia, Pa., l'{ov. 9, '55-Philadelphians 
looking skyward at 6: 08 p.m. were treated to a brief 
bewildering sight· of twelve white wingless objects. Mov­
ing silently at tremendous speed, the objects were de­
scribed by most observers as· appearing to about the size 
of a half-dollar. (Ed: Some said "dimes'' but descriptions 
of size such as these are meaningless unless a com­
parison is made, such as holding the coin up to the flying 
object at arm's lerrgth, etc.) All observers were agreed 
however on one point--:-t.he objects were traveling in a 
V formation then switched to an A One former Air Force 
observer said he estimated their altitude at about 3000 ft. 
and their speed about 200 mph.7 CRIFO correspondent, 
H. G. Rovner interviewed one of the observers, Charles 
W. James, Inquirer photographer. James told Rovner the 
objects were white or silvery, round and wingless, flew 
in a straight line without undulating or odd motions and 
without sound. They did not change color in their hasty 
flight and quickly changed from a V to an A formation. 
Jam es watched the UFO's with a photographer from the 
Bulletin, but could not get pictures, (according to J.§imes ), 
because of the haziness. For professional advice, Dr. I. M. 
Levitt, director of Fels P lanetarium was called. Dr. 
Levitt, who did not see the UFO's, said, "The only pos­
sible explanation is that they were a formation of mili­
tary aircraft." 

Case 114, Drexel Hill, Pa., Nov. 13, '55- The object 
was first seen by Mr. Harry Leisenring and his son, 
Ronnie, age seventeen. They called their neighbor, Mere­
dith L. Evons, who describes the incident, thus: ". ·. . c 
Ronnie first observed the object in the Northwest at 
about 10 p.m., E.S.T. I would place this in Cygnus. He 

4 Quoted from July-Aug. '55 issue, FLY'ING SAUCER REVIEW, Lon_ 
don, England. 

5 Since preparing copy, additional UFO r eports !lave reached CRIFO 
from Pennsylvania, one occurring near the Eisenhower Farm in Gettys­
burg. 

6 Credit, Glenn C. lmber, Denver, Pa. 
7 CredU, Mrs. Thelma Uhle, Allentown; Charles Pontius, Phlla. 

stated it was two or three times as bright as the under­
light of the large planes that pass over frequently. He 
described the object as proceeding in a Southeast direc­
tion, occasionally circumscribing a small arc in a counter­
clockwise manner. It passed between Casseopeia and the 
North Star. About 10:05 I was called. When I first saw 
the object, it was close to the first magnitude star, Ca­
pella. Clouds intermittently hid the stars (including the 
brightest) but not the object, which seemed to have a 
steady glow, now about 2nd or 3rd magnitude. In about 
five minutes the object had passed on to the SE, passing 
east of Orion. At intervals it seemed to stop and make a 
small counterclockwise circle. No noise, no trail-just a 
steady glow, white or yellowish. The clouds did not 
hide it." 

DENVER'S DEVILISH DISC 
Case 115, Denver Colorado, Oct. 3, 17, 18, 20, 21, '55-

UFO's often behave deviliShly but the case of the Denver 
disc exemplifies both devilishness and a pattern. The 
report was sent to CRIFO by Mr. C. H. Marek from 
which we summarize as follows: The UFO would always 
appear around 8: 00 p.m. M.S.T. and would always come 
from the Southeast at an altitude of 20,000 ft. or more, 
then travel to the east then climb at a tremendous speed. 
On several occasions, Mr. Marck's father, mother and 
sister were visual witnesses while lhe watched some of 
the performance through his 4-inch reflector telescope 
with 17 Sx eyepiece. 

Visua1Iy, according to Marek, the object looked like 
a brilliant yellow-orange star. When viewed through tele­
scope it appeared round. It had a light yellow center 
and was surrounded by a field of orange, tinged with a 
blue-green. On one evening (date not mentioned) Marek 
describes the object's behavior as follows: it blinked so 
rapidly it seemed to be pulsating; it made square turns 
at tremendous speed; it would suddenly accelerate from 
slow speed to fast speed, then come to a sudden stop; 
it would travel at tremendous speed, stop dead, then 
completely reverse its direction in a split second. This 
performance lasted about 12 minutes. Marek comments, 
"I wish Sec. Donald Quarles could have seen this UFO; 
his eyes would have popped!" 

MYSTERY LIGHT TAILS NEW ZEALAND AIR­
LINER - CAUSES HEATED DEBATE 

Case 116, Wellington to Auckland New Zealand, Oct. 
31, '55- A bright "flying light'' traveling alongside a 
National Airways DC3 completely ignored the recent 
U. S. Air Force statement blacklisting saucers. The ob­
ject was seen by the pilot, co-pilot and several of the 
passengers. The New Zealand Herald reported the incident 
as follows, "The plane was piloted by Capt. W. T. Rain­
bow: his co-pilot, S. G. Trounce. Rainbow described it 
as an 'eerie experience' and, 'definitely not a comet or 
meteor . . . we see them often on night flights.' The 
mysterious light was first seen well behind the aircraft. 
I t was flying along the coast on a parallel course and 
gradually overtook the aircraft, flew alongside it but 15 
miles distant for a short period and then disappeared 
ahead. In the five minutes it was in view it traveled 
from Waitara to tlhe Waikato River mouth, a distance of 
about 72 ait ,ffiiles. 'It was just above a layer of cloud 
and we . could see it traveling against the white mass', 
said Rainb0w. 'The night was clear and visibility ex­
cellent.' The light was fluctuating in intensity and 
changing from red to yellow and orange. A call to flight 
control in Wellington confirmed that there were no air­
craft in the area, but the speed of the object, estimated 
at 850 mph. ruled out aircraft. An ex-pilot passenger 
commented, "I have never seen anything like it before:'' 



In a separate item the Herald reported, Nov. 2nd: ''Two 
men fishing on the upper reaches of the Raglan Harbor 
late Monday night claim to have sighted a mysterious 
light hovering close to an aircraft that passed over them. 
... Immediately they noticed a bright white light waving 
from side to side around the aircraft and keeping pace 
with it. Mr. Dryland, one of the sighters, said he was 
astounded to read that a similar light had been seen by 
a National Airways DC3 crew. No N.A.C. aircraft were 
over Raglan at 11 p.m. on Monday, but a Tasman Air­
ways DC6 was djverted from Auckland to Ohakea and 
'?'as in the vicinity of Raglan about 10:30 p.m. 

But, the plot thickens. It turned out that Air Commo­
dore, R. J. Cohen was aboard the N.A.C. airliner-fast 
asleep! Concerned, the Royal New Zealand Air Force 
called on the Commodore as a star witness in the top­
level inquiry. Said he, "I was asleep when the pilot, 
(See copy below) 

Capt. Rainbow shook me awake. He told me he had 
seen something strange. I looked out . . . and told him 
it was a planet-and promptly went back to sleep." The 
air commodore slept on. When he landed he checked with 
reference and decided positively that what he saw was 
Venus · 1ow down on the horizon. In the meantime, how­
ever,· the Minister in charge of Civil Aviation, Mr. Shand, 
had ordered an inquiry, while tftte acting-Minister of 
Defense, Mr. Halstead instructed that the Air Force co­
operate. 

The Herald, Nov. 7th reported: " ... The Air Force 
intelligence officers have spent hours probing reports 
and their only conclusion so far is that the object was 
not the planet Venus. Not only had Venus retired for 
the nig!ht at the time of the sighting-even taking into 
account the height of the plane (8000 ft.)-but low 
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cloud on the horizon would also have obscured her for 
minutes before that. During investigations, it turned out 
that the air traffic control officer at Hobsonville was also 
on the N.A.C. plane, and he too, had observed tlhe ob­
ject The officer, Mr. A. R. Tuckett, a pilot with 2500 
hours in his flying log, said the object appeared "orange 
red at first, then it turned steel blue." It moved away 
quickly and disappeared in a moment. "In all my fly­
ing I've never seen anything like it," he said. 
ED: The writer is indebted to Harold H. Fulton of C.S.I., New 
Zealand for the massive clippings and information he sent to 
CRIFO for a story on the controversial "flying Venus" case. Speak­
ing of Ven us, it seems that she has become the proverbial "whip­
ping girl." Can it be that the Venus-answer is so indoctrinated in 
the minds of officials that it may be used in split-second emergencies 
such as typified by the awakening CommO<lore? Fulton states in 
one of his letters, following a phone interview with Capt. Rainbow, 
that when the Commodore was informed of the fast-moving light 
he took one quick look and said, "probably a planet", then sat 
down and refused to look further-even when told of <he light's 
progress I 

' ... . . 

SAUCER SUNDRIES: Visiting CRIFO in November was Gray 
Barker, editor of SAUCERIA.N. Gray, the finest of the finest, 
does credit to objective saucer thinking. For many hours we dis­
cussed the inside angles and of course came to no positive conclu­
sion, but it was fun for two publishers to talk things over. . . . 
Also in Cincinnati was Desmond Leslie, of London, England. Spon­
sored by Mrs. Laura Marxer of Detroit, Leslie spoke eloquently 
before a group of 600, supporting the view that saucers are peace­
ful. In a private "session" Leslie told the writer about saucers­
behind-the-scenes in England .... We are more than curious about 
the l oyi.ta incident and what happened to her crew of 25-and 
what caused the semi-drcular burned-out section on topside. More 
later on this .... We're still compiling n<>tes, already massive, on 
the mysterious sky-quakes over San Francisco and the Bay area. 
Earthquakes and jet sonic booms don't seem t'O be the answer for 
those which are rousing the public. ... My wife wishes to remind 
readers who drop us cards complaining that their current issue of . . • 
Orbit has not yet arrived to also let us know if and when it does 
arrive-helps bookkeeping and expenses. 

-:.: -~ 

ia William E. Daniels 
3218 Ro.scoe St. · 
~Uas. 'l'exas 
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FLYING SAUCERS AND CENSORISM 
The Cincinnati Enqui1'e1·, November 9, 1955, had this to say edi­

torially . . . "Once again, and in the most unqualified terms, we 
have the word of the Afr Force that the flying saucers seen by 
so many people in so · many places were not there at all. Whatever 
all these people saw, they were not aircraft, missiles or spaceships 
from this or any other planet, according to 'Donald A. Quarles, 
Secretary of the Air Force .... 

"Even if the story stopped the•e, we could expect a good many 
flying saucer enthusiasts to igno•e the dictum of the Air Force and 
to go right on accumulating their sightings, their theories and 
their campaigns to persuade the public that these saucer-shape space 
ships are real. . . ." 

Our first thought, when reading the above editorial, was that its 
writer was drunk, but we soon realized that it was written ac­
cording to the dictum of the Air Force, and was thus playing its 
vital role in the dramatic nation-wide smear campaign, designed 
to kill saucers in the mind of the public. Acco•ding to this dic­
tum, cf which the Enquirer speaks, the true saucer facts had to be 
smothered quickly for two reasons, (1) To beat Major Keyhoe's 
new book, The Flying S<mcer Conspiracy, to the punch, (Z) To 
set the stage before 1956, when saucer sightings were expected to 
reach an all-time high. 

The Enquirer editorial is typical of the attitude shared by many 
of the nation's great newspapers. While we know of no federal 
directive which muzzles saucer stories from print (as one editor 
told the writer, he "never saw an edict") there is, however, valid 
reason t'o believe that a clandestine "gentleman's agreement" has 
been effected, for rarely, and only weakly, have our truth-hunting 
editors challenged the agency concealing the true saucer facts. In­
stead, it seems, that some have gone beyond any "agreement" and 
for autonomous or other selfish reasons have conspired with the 
silence group; this done by snuffing out local sightings ap.d tagging 
sighters as screwballs. 
• 'l'he writer's activities have frequently taken him behind scenes 
of the press. Here, most shrewd newsmen have a conversant re­
spect for the saucer mystery, but, curiously, few, since 1952 have 
dared write up their beliefs, even though the facts at their com­
mand should have provided the trigger. On one occasion, while 
tracking down an Associated Press release, the writer was told by 
a top staff writer and columnist of a local paper that, while at­
tending a press me.eting in Washington, he learned that officials 
"were· taking more than a casual interest" in the UFO problem. 
But, we have noted that this same staff writer has not reviewed 
or mentioned saucers in his columns since 1952. 

THE STRANGULATION OF CASE 100 

Another telltale incident took place during the saucer spree over 
Cincinnati in the late summer of 1955. The writer, in the Septem-

1 ber issue of Orbit, had reviewed these local activities and was 
particularly proud of Case 100, the facts in which had been cleared 
by an official. Thinking that it would be of interest to Cincin­
natiaris, especially since jets had been increasingly active over the 
city, the writer phoned one of the local papers. 

Luckily, the very ·reporter I had in mind, answered. Knowing 
his sympathy to the saucer problem, I got to the point, first citing 
the highlights in Case 100 then reading it verbatim as it appeared 
in Orbit. I could sense his excitement, for without hesitation, he 
started taking notes for a story. In the meanwhile, others at the 
city desk had learned the news; their voices occasionally breaking 
in, to which the reporter would stop and answer. But, as the 
minutes ticked by, the interruptions became more noisome, and 
not infrequently, the reporter's cupped hand, while making his 
reply, made me feel uneasy. Finally, when the reporter returned to 
complete his questioning, he promised that a messenger would be 
sent out right away to pick up Orbit. It seemed incredible; for 
the. first time, saucers would get a break, and the public would 

know about the jet interception. But the dream bubble didn't last 
long for after another period of silence, with muffled voices, the 
reporter's voice again piped in, this time sounding like it was 
dragging. He said the messenger deal was called off. In so many 
words, he explained that Case 100 had been re-examined at the 
City Editor's desk-there it was killed! 

IN THE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION 

Still another sign of cooperative agreement became evident in 
Lake Charles, La. While vacationing there during June of 1955, 
the writer visited the office of the local paper, the American. Press. 
During the interview, which was set up for a possible feature 
story on CRIFO (tying it in with my wife having been born and 
raised in Lake Charles), we were told by the Managing Editor 
that PIO's from the adjacent SAC base had visited his office and 
asked that all saucer reports be directed to the base. We also 
noted that although the editor seemed warm to the idea of a 
feature story during the interview, nothing ever appeared save 
a notice that the Stringfields were vacationing. 

One final and ironical note. This one illustrates how a censorious 
newspaper can even censure its editor. From a very reliable source 
we learned that the editor-in-censure, had, with his own eyes, seen 
a UFO coursing Cincinnati skies. But, he, like others among us, 
was deceived, for his own paper's editorial says it was "not there 
at all." Summarily, armed with a vast knowledge of such machin­
ations, CRIFO fully intends to go right on accumulating sightings, 
theories and will continue to camr.aign "to persuade the public that 
saucer-shape space ships are real." Let us proceed! 

LIGHTS OUT - A MYSTERY DRAMA 

Case 117, Danville, Cal., Dec. 2-3, · 1955--0ftentimes 
we receive bits of information, which, by themselves, look 
ostensibly free of any UFO connection, but, when, corre-·· 
lated show a remarkable Fortean pattern. Such is the 
"jig-saw" pieces of material sent to us by Dr. J. B. of 
Danville. Fitting together these pieces for evaluation we 
discovered that the finished picture bore a startling like­
ness to others on file. In light of this, we hasten to put the 
case on record. First, we summarize the clipping sent us, 
as follows: 

"A $40,000 project to provide emergency electrical power to the 
Danville area will begin nex,t week, according ·to Pacific Gas & 
Electric officials who Sunday supervised efforts to remedy a 24' 
hour blackout.. presumably caused by a low-flying plane which cut 
a 22,000-volt line in Pine Valley Canyon ... . Under consideration 
for ·several months, the new project was spurred by the sudden 
power failure at 3 p.m. Saturday, which plunged more than 2000 
homes and businesses in blackness .... Television station KOVR 
with its transmitter on Mt. Diablo went off the air, and power 
company officials were besieged with calls from anxious and irri­
tated citizens who wanted to know what the matter was. The 
"matter" was a big, three-strand power line, which carries 2Z,OOO 
volts of power some 1800 feet across Pine Valley Canyon, abo~t 
500 feet above the ground .... Hard-pressed utility crews which 
toiled up steep slopes to the almost inaccessable region, found evi­
dence that two of the three strands had been snapped somehow, by 
a plane or possibly a gun shot.. Earlier, a low-flying plane had 
been seen in the canyon, according to witnesses in the area .... " 

(Continued page :z, Col . .z) 
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. . . I am 'fed' 11P' and d1.sgtt$l f d, with the mendacity the Air 
Poree and other govermn~n(. agencies are disp/ayi11g about the 
UFO's a11d I k11ow I speak for 111a11y others who nroer will get 
womid lo writing yo11. America is a lomd . of freedom a11d free­
dom of the ·press <ind sNech arc two of the basic liberties co111-
pri'.si11g· that freedom. But what do yoit mppose we Americans feel 
towar-d oiir leaders when we ~now we are being deceived, that the 
press is only' given hoax stories 011 saticers to 'blow iip' and the 
1·ea:l ones ark- 1'U/(1,tered down' and 'p111 otl 'page 39' at tlie bottom 
of the want ad colmmi. : .. " 

-Excerpt from letter seni to Secy. of the Air Force, 
Dec. 5, 1955 by Helen P. Ct11Yrier, Sta:111for&, Com1. 

LORD DOWDING SPEAKS A WISE PHU10SOPHY 
'l'he letter below, dated December 12, 1955, •was addressed to the 

writer frorn Air Chief Marshall Lord Dowding of England. It 
is of_ special iDter<;st at this t ime for it expresses a deep and hu­
manitarian appreci'ation of the UFO problem. 

"Thank you fo r sending copies of your paper, Orbit. I <lm inter­
ested to hear that you had dinner wlth Desmond Leslie; I am 
ho.ping to see him. soon- after his return to this country and to 
hear his la\cst news· and . impressions fr:om America. 

"I must congratulate you ·on coining the word Ufobia, it is witty 
and apt, I am s.orry th~ugh to· note that the general tone of your 
paper is to encourage this ph::ibia-"Interplanetary War" and "Little 
Green Men", etc. There is quite ·enough fear abr-0ad in the world 
today and if people arc encouraged to fear contacts with plane­
tary visitors it inclines them to attack those who may come in 
peace ancl friendliness. 

"Even from the · lowest point .of view : If an interplanetary war 
should cpl.lle. about, we sh9uld · have. no chance against the forces 
which could be directed agjinst u~. .So, why act in a way c~Jcu-
lated tq s?rt such, a . war'?~ ' 

While 'i'.ord Po\~ding scQ~s the_ bre~ders of Ufobla, he alw cen­
sures Orbit for suggestin'g the possiDil\~ of interplanetary 1war. 
He, inde~d, is ' not alone, 'however/ the. ·write; believes ~hat while 
only a handful of the world'.s peop e ate cognizant of bemg on the 
threshold ' o'f a new age, i!)troducei:! by saucers, that all avenues of 
iriter(.lretation, good or bad, should 'be' equally aired until proof of 
one or the other is in evidence. While this wholesale "airing" may 
not lend itself f~vorably through the nation's great news media at 
this time, we 'do believe that a discourse of the pros and cons are 
safe in papers .of limite.d circul!ltion ~O'ch as Orbit. But, in Lord 
Dowding's letter there ' is much wisdom for all of us to heed, 
therefore;·· we feel' it man'datory that his interpretation be objec­
tively reviewed and, we hope, his advice applied if open contact 

.. , - , _ ·- . • - ··-- • . : _ : .... _ · · - _t. - · · ' . t 1.. • ct'- • .&- • .J 

In response to this public inconvenience, the Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co., drafted a letter, sending all Danville resi­
dents a copy. Our correspondent sent us his, and from it 
we quote in part as follows: 

"P., G. & E. deeply regrets the inconvenience caused you by the 
long interruption in electric service on December 2 and 3. I 
know t hat in a g reat many instances the inconvenience was serious. 
The interruption was caused by a break in two of three wires on 
the side of Mt. Diablo .... T·wo witnesses have told us they saw 
an airplane in the immediate area just before the break .. . . Our 
own examination of the broken ends of the win~s indicates that 
co11tact by some f oreig11 object was responsible. We arc searching 
for evidence to help us determine the exact cause of the break .. " 

To which our cor respondent adds, " ... it was a beautiful clear 
day and I was on a nearby golf course, not knowing about the 
break. Nevertheless, the sight of five interceptors, streaking from 
a nearby base. caused one to stop and watch between golf shots. 
After 35 minutes they slo·wly returned towards home, not in for- ' 
mation, evidently having Jost their elusive IFO. Incidentally, the 
tower that carried the lines was broken across the upper third, 
which was the reason of delay in restringing the lines. As of date 
(Dec. 11), there has been no logical explanation offered. . . ." 

Case 118, Marion, Va., Sept. 16, 1954-Being of simi­
lar character, we quote the following story from the Lan­
caster, Pa., Intelligencer-Journal of Sept. 17, '54: 

"Sam P eavler, manager of a department store, said, he 
saw a round chrome-colored o·bject about 10-15 feet in 
diameter whirling east toward Roanoke about 6 .a.m. 
Peavler said the object, traveling swiftly and quietly at 
an altitude of about 200 feet, was in view for only a few 
seconds. He said a bluish streak of fire about 10 fe.et 
lQng extended behind the object. Officials at radio ·sta­
tion WMEV said their transmitter failed to operate 
properly when the station went on the air at 6 a.m; 
Peavler said the object passed near the station's towers'." 

Ed : Although no wires were broken in Case 118, we believe it 
noteworthy that the object passed uear the station's towers, which, 
io our analogy, might also explain the nature of the "foreign 
object" that passed near or iiito the Danville lines. These incidents 
also recall similar mysterious power failures, one in Seattle, Wash­
ington, several years ago, when UFO's were seen passing low ovei 
the city, «nd, in Monroe, La., on Aug. 28, '55-a date during a 
period when UFO activity was extremely heavy in the midwest,, 
and vresumably elsewhere. 

THE "GHOST PLANE" INCIDENT 

The full story, if indeed, there is a story, may never 
be known- or, at least understood. That's the best way 
we can put it at this writing, for the facts surrounding 
the incident seem to touch more on the app_aritional. .. lt;l 
eight date-lined clippings sent to CRIFO by Ted Bloecher 
of New York, which completely cover the incident until 
officially closed1, there is not one clue that a saucer was 
involved, but again, we cannot be quite sure that what 
was seen, was not a saucer, so we shall let the case rest 
with the reader. 

Case 119, D ark Hollow, Pa., Nov. 18, 1955- The fir.st 
reports told of extensive search parties combing the 
mountainous region of Dark Hollow looking for a plane 
believed crashed. The search began after Dale Murphy, 
civil defense coordinator of Cumberland County, said he 
received reports from ten GOC members of either hearing 
or seeing a plane, "probably in trouble'', flying about 
1000 feet. One spotter said she saw it go out of sight 
behind a hill, then heard something like an explosion. 
However, checks with various air control agencies· failed 
to turn up any reports of either a plane missin,g or in 

1 cred.lt, H. G. Rovner for supplying additional lnformatlon In clips 
rrom Phlla Bulletin, amt, Mrs. Fred Zimmerman, trom Tamaqua E'Venlng 
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trouble. On Nov. 21st, the Harrisburg Evenina News 
reported that air·sea rescue planes were dispatched by 
Westover AFB in Massachusetts to aid ground crews in 
the search. The planes were requested by Murphy after 
two flares were reported over a deep ravine in Dark 
Hollow. But, the aerial search by the Air Force and 
the Civil Air Patrol along with nearly 300 firemen, police, 
civil defense workers and volunteers found no trace of a 
crashed plane. But the persistence of flares renewed the 
searchers efforts. On the 20th, yellow flares were reported 
at 1 : 30 a.m. and '6 p.m. At 9: 30 that night Murphy 
ordered sirens blown on all fire equipment in the region. 
Fifteen minutes later, another flare arched into the sky. 
Murphy said the two flares fired at 9: 45 p.m. on two 
successive nights "might have some significance." 

Finally, on the 22nd Nov., the search was halted, and 
the "ghost plane" became a legend. "We didn't find a 
trace of a plane" reported Murphy. 'We've checked all 
rumors, all reports, and we've come up with nothing." 
Reports of flares, bonfires and cries for "help" remained 
a mystery as the search ended. Last report of flares 
came from searchers on the 21st. The first, glowing green, 
was at 9: 45 and three more were reported between 11: 30 
and 11: 45. All told, seven distress flares were reported 
seen since Sunday, Nov. 20th. 

&I : Unmistakably, ten people sa.w and heard something over 
Dark IIollow, Nov. 18, and we cannot doubt that "lights", de­
scribed as flares, were seen on the following nights. Yet, the 
search expeditions found not a single clue of a crashed· plane or 
its distressed crew. If these contradictory fa.ctors are in the final 
analysis true, then we must either accept a supranatural expla!la­
tion or its alternative that the phenomena are Fortean. Assuming 
that it were the latter,' we· may rightfully ask, borrowing words from 
Ted Bloechcr, "were the observers quite sure they didn't mistake 
a noisy saucer for the alleged plane?" A step further, is it not 
also possible that the "flares", described as yellow and green, were 
11ot distress signals but, instead, the departure of expeditionary 
saucers? Sometimes referred to as "scanners", this rare type of 
small, lumino us globe has been seen haunting the wooded ravines 
west o r Cincinnati during 1955, their disappearances sometimes ver­
tical like a flare. Perhaps timely, is the report or mystery flares 
seen' JO miles o ff the inner Massachusetts coast on Dec. 6. Re­
ported by the sea-going tug El Sol, the Coast Guard sent two 
ships to investigate, but military and civil airports in the area 
said none of their planes were missing or overclue.2 

HOVERING SAUCER REGISTERS SOUND 

Case 120, Spirit Lake, Iowa, Nov. 23, 1955-We quote 
from the November 24 issue of the Des Moines (Iowa) 
Register as follows: 

"Two GOC members on duty about a mile west of 
Spirit Lake reported seeing a brilliant object hovering in 
the area for about 20 minutes. Earl Rose, a state fisheries 
biologist, and Gay Orr, superintendent of schools, said 
they noticed the object about 5:45 p.m. half a mile from 
their post, after they heard "a multi-motor sound" over 
an amplifying pickup system. Rose said the object ap­
peared to be at an elevation of about 750 feet, moving 
in an erratic southwesterly direction. They followed the 
''thing" with binoculars as it moved forward, went up 
and down, then hovered over Center Lake about 10 min­
utes. Rose said the two felt certain it wasn't a balloon 
because its lighting changed from white to bluish white, 
green and red and it was moving against the wind." 

Correspondent R. C. T . Wright observes, "There appear 
to be several significant points in this report: ( 1) the 
noise heard over the amplifying system, (2) color change 
of the object, and (3) movement ·against the wind." 

2 CredH, Rev. A. Baller ror sea-narc clip rrom Sprlnglleld (Mass.) 
i;Jnlon. 

GREEN FIREBALL SOARS LOW OVER CINCINNATI 

Case 121, Cincinnati, 0., Dec. 15, 1955-A chemical 
engineering student who saw a giant green fireball with 
a short, bright red tail, like a flame, reported his sighting 
in full to CRIFO. H e said he was getting out of his car 
about 7 p.m. near his home in Bridgetown when he 
looked up and spotted the object streaking low toward 
the southwest. Spotting it first at about 40 degrees above 
the horizon, he said the fireball shot down incredibly 
fast, and without sound, looking as "though it might have 
landed." When asked about the color of the object, the 
observer said it appeared like a "hot fiery ball-definitely 
the green of burning copper." Although the observer could 
not estimate the fireball's altitude, the writer, remembering 
the heayy overcast for that evening, checked with the 
Weather Bureau. H e learned that the humidity for 7 p.m., 
December 15 was 68% while the ceiling was marked at 
3400 feet. 

Ed: Judging by the Weather Bureau's figures, the fireball was 
traveling low. While it was also Kelly green and soundless, as 
described by a competent observer, we may therefore conclude that 
the object was not the usual meteor. Beyond this we c.in only 
speculate, for while fireballs frequently slip into our atmosphere, 
breaking up like a bolide, they sometimes crash into eartlt. Just 
recently, we learned, two such objects crashed at a certain point in 
Ohio. Also recently, a large fireball was seen over Providence, 
R. I., before dusk. The first-hand report sent to CRJFO by 
Wayne Fenner, describes the object, seen by his brother and mother, 
as follows: " ... It looked like it was on fire. When it got almost 
overhead, it began to come down in a flat dive-and it kind of 
broke apart ... then, when it was almost broken in half, it went 
out-disappeared without sound. " Sec also Cases 110, 71, 50, 33, 20, 
19, 18. 

THIS ONE IDT ... 

Case 122, Eastern Kansas and Northern Oklahoma, 
Dec. 17, 1955- H ard on the heels of the Cincinnati fire­
ball, comes the report of one hitting the dirt. In fact 
this timely news item from the Topeka Daily Capitol ar­
rived just in time to make this issue, thanks to L. S. 
P arker of Topeka. We quote from the item in part, 
" ... The bright fireballs were reported at 7 p.m. in Okla­
homa, 7:30 p.m. in Northeast Kansas and at 8 p.m. in 
East Central Kansas. Two men reported they saw 
fragments from a meteorite strike the ground near Yates 
Center about 8 p.m. Two others said they saw a giant 
fireball about that time while they were driving near 
Ottawa. Numerous Tdpekans saw the meteorite at 7: 30 
p.m. flash down through the sky northwest of Topeka. 
Reports on this one came also from Emporia, Ft. Riley, 
Holton, Ottawa and Kansas City. A commercial pilot 
from Manhattan reported he saw the meteorite at 7: 30 
p.m. while driving near Iota. He said he estimated it 
dropped below 20,000 feet befgre it disappeared. H e 
said it developed from brilliant white to green before it 
disintegrated. It 'lit up the ground', he said. Topeka 
appeared to be the center of a circle about 100 miles in 
diameter in which this meteorite was sighted. The fire­
ball was traveling westward. The Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol said several reports were received from residents 
of that state on the meteorite sighted at 7 p.m. Patrol­
men said this one was travelin~ northward into Kansas." 



SAUCERS RETURN TO .GREENFIELD AREA 

On December 8, Rev. Albert Baller of Greenfield, 
Mass., wrote to CRIFO these words, " ... after a lapse 
of a year and a half, the saucers are back again." The 
clippings he enclosed and those he sent us later, confirm 
his statement. First we quote from The Greenfield 
Recorder-Gazette as follows: 

Case 123, Ashfield, Mass., Dec. 6, 1955-"Several per­
sons in far-flung parts of the city reported seeing a 
strange aircraft about 4: 15 p.m. All seemed agreed on 
the description. At first thought an airplane on fire, it 
was a cigar-shaped craft with long rows of brilliant, 
reddish lights, apparently one row on each side. A 
South Ashfield viewer also reported seeing a single light 
at each side of the "fuselage". Two trails of smoke fol­
lowed the object. There was no noise accompanying the 
ship on its southward journey and its progress was ex­
tremely slow. One viewer estimated at least five minutes 

described it as 'silver, cigar-shaped and trailing four 
short tails' which tails she thought could have been short 
jets of black exhaust. The trails served to hide the end 
of the object so that she wasn't sure it tapered or just 
ended abruptly at the point of the emergence of the 
tails." 

From Shutesbury came more substantiation. In a re­
port later filed with the Recorder-Gazette, a man and 
wife, reported they saw a "peculiar cucumber-shaped 
object'' in the south sky, brilliantly lighted up. The ob­
ject, they said, floated slowly just above the tree tops 
and finally disappeared. The same couple also reported 
seeing two fiery balls shooting across the sky at 9 p.m. 
on December 13. But the story continues. 

Case 124, Greenfield, Mass., 7:40 p.m., Dec. 15, 1955-
From the Recorder-Gazette we have the following: Leo 
Bousquet, Jr., and James Graves, Jr., informed Rev. Albert 
Baller that they spotted the slow-moving, long craft re-

- ' 
' 

• 

were required for the craft to float on a straight course 
before disappearing from view." Rev. Baller adds, in his 
letter "This is the second report, in as many weeks, of 
stran~e objects not far from Greenfield. The earlier re­
port was from the neighborhood of Bernardston and on 
the same night two independent sighters reported some­
thing strange in the sky from South Deerfield and from 
Sunderland." 

In his . letter of Dec. 12, Rev. Baller revealed more 
detail to the Ashfield ·sighting and we quote, " ... I have 
found a person here in Greenfield who also saw this 
strange object. The sighter, Mrs. Lillian Steiner, told me 
that . . . she looked up at the blue sky (and saw the 
object) moving slowly toward the north and almost 
directly overhead. She said it may have been noiseless, 
but thought she heard a distant sound like a 'jet'. She 

L. H. STRINGF1ELD, Dir. 
C.R.I.F.O. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 
CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 

sembling those sighted earlier in the county. Rev. Baller 
questioned the boys closely and obtained a description 
of the object which was shaped like a cigar or frank­
furter, long and rounded on both ends. An extremely 
bright red light glowed on the front end. A row of 
white liihts, perhaps seven or eight, were seen along the 
center side and at the rear there was a cluster of white 
lights. The boys said there was no sign of any wings. 
The craft made a noise similar to a jet plane, but trav­
eled very slowly. 

Tn Rev. Baller's letter of December 17 he cites the names and 
testimony of others who ·had seen the object. Significantly he adds 
the following comments : "This thing might possibly have been the 
new A.F. giant helicopter, if one were to depend only upon the 
evening sightings, since it is conceivable that the whirling blades 
would not have shown up in the dark. However, it has beeti seeti 
several times in the da.ytime and the sighters ma&~t<Ji~i that there 
were iio wi11gs or blades to be see11. They certainly would have 
shown up with the sun on them." 

n~.William ~ . Daniels 
3218 Roscoe St. 
Dallas, 1exas 
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JETS CHASE SAUCERS, HERALDING IN 1956 
'\ Twenty six hours after the new year broke, a lone, 
' soundless saucer circled over Northwestern Cincinnati. 

Charles Deininger, member of GOC, described the object 
as a bright white light, its motion like that of a "fishtail." 
Closing out the old year, December 29, Ohio again came 
into the Ufological1 spotlight, but like Case 119, it is ab­
stract. The report was sent to CRIFO from Mrs. C. G. 
Schlesselman of Hammondsport, N. Y., who made notes 
from a local radio broadcast. She writes, ". . . I was 
1-istening to the radio. A report came on at 2 p.m. stating 
that the AP and UP had just released the news of a plane 
crashing in the hills near Cadiz, Ohio. A farmer had seen 
it explode just above the ground. Searchers were organ­
ized to investigate. The news program said details would 
be given at 3:30. However, at 3:30 no mention was inade 
of the incident. Also, nothing was said on any of the 
TV news reports that night. . . ." 

Earlier in December (see Editor's remark under Case 
121) two fiery objects were reported to have crashed 
near Newark, Ohio. Here, also, search parties were or­
ganized, but no evidence of a plane crash was found Un­
able to secure additional information regarding either the 
Cadiz or Newark cases, we cannot help but wonder about 
the nature of the crashing objects, and, whether the 
proximity of time and place was a matter of coincidence. 
As the "saucer flies" Cadiz and Newark are only 75 miles 
apart. 

Lending weight to the recent Ohio activity, comes word 
from neighboring Indiana. Frank Edwards, News Director 
for WTTV, Indianapolis, sent CRIFO the following note, 
"There was a sighting near Lafayette last Sunday night 
which was reported in the local papers here, believe it or 
not, and a very unusual sighting on January 9 by the 
GOC people near Bedford, Indiana. Jets from Louisville 
were sent to chase the objects which turned out to be 
highspeed hallucinations, capable of out-maneuvering 
the jets." 

Confirming the Lafayette sighting is an item appearing 
in the Marion Chronicle, dated January 9. It said respon­
sible witnesses, including three officers of the state police 
post at Lafayette, told of seeing the object for 15 min­
utes. Said the Chronicle, "Maurice Moody, communica­
tions officer, said the light passed in color from. red to 
green then white and after 15 minutes in a fixed posi­
tion, moved over the southwest horizon and disappeared."2 

Case 125, Honolulu, Hawaii, Jan. 7, 1956-While Ohio 
and Indiana seemed to be the usual focal point for 
saucer concentration, they were not alone in ushering in 

1 Recenny Ted Bloecber or C.S.I. ·or New York gave us "Ufology" 
wblcb helps get around tbe banal word, saucer. 

2 Credit, H. B. Williams, IndiallllpOllS. 

the new ¥ear. Riley Crabb, of Honolulu, sent CRIFO 
the followmg report, "A glowing object hovered over one 
of the residential districts of Honolulu at an altitude of 
1~00 _ft. for half an hour January 7. An army sergeant, 
his wife and f?ur other people watched it through binocu­
lars from their home, .about a mile or so away and at 
almost the same level m the mountains back of the city. 
When a plane flew by at a higher altitude the saucer 
settl~ down in an uninhabited area, then took off fast 
l~avmg a shower of sparks. To the sergeant it appeared 
disc-shap~d,. perhaps 100 ft across and had unusual color 
characteristics. I read his three page report before it was 
turned in to the Air Force, Sunday. He was asked not to 
make a statement. to the press. Afterward, a group of us 
sei;trched the landing area but found nothing unusual. A 
ge1ger counter was also used." 

FIREBALLS FLASH OVER OREGON IN DAYLIGHT 

Case 126, Central Oregon, Jan. 9, 195·6-0n the same 
date sauc~rs and jets c~vorted over Bedford, Indiana, an­
~th~r variety of mystery object, fast, fiery and perhaps 
flSSile, soared over Oregon. The Eugene Register-Guard 
January 9, reported, quoting in part, " ... Associated 
P.ress reports said residents in Klamath Falls and Lake­
view saw the first fireball about 5 p.m. It was described 
as a green ball traveling at terrific speed. That one van­
ished over the mountains west of Klamath Falls. Two 
more reports of a second fireball were made a short time 
later to Phil Brogan at Bend, the new Northwest director 
for the American Meteor Society. The second flash was 
first seen as it sped south between Bend and Burns about 
5: 20 p.m. What was believed to be the same fireball 
was reported in Eugene by Eileen Dunn, deputy county 
clerk. She said she was driving to town when the fireball 
flashed across the sky. The object was green when she 
first saw it, then it turned to orange and red as it dis­
appeared over the horizon. . . ,"3 

Ed : Looking at our Oregon map we find two factors, geography 
and time, which point to the possibility that three objects traversed 
Oregon. The fireball passing between Klamath Falls and Lakeview 
in the south was clocked at 5 p.m. We note that 20 minutes later 
a second object was reported flying south between Bend and 
Burns which are towns about 120 miles to the north. Unmistakably, 
two fireballs vollied south during this ~O minute span in Central 
Oregon, but the fireball sighted over Eugene, at least 80 miles west 
of Bend may have been the third missile, for between Bend ·and 
Eugene rise ·the Cascade Mountains Range, whose flanking peaks 
reach as high as 10,352 feet.. Considering the mountain range and 
the reported low altitude flying of the usual green fireball (see Case 
121) we believe that the fireball seen by Miss· Dunn could not have 
been the same object seen between Bend and Burns-regardless ~f 
the time coincidence. See also Case 71. 

9 Credit, Dennis Kier, Eugene, Oregon. 
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"The London News Chronicle, 3rd January reports on the ar­
rival· of Professor Richard V'!n de Reil . Woolley fr.am C<;.neerr'a, 
Australia, to take up his ;,ew position as the Astronomer Royal. J 
see he has already qualified for his 11ew jab by stating that flights 
to the moot~ and flying saucers are 'utter bilge.' · '• 

"Honestly, it is high time these top arroga1it · quasi-sci~'i1tilts took 
a pull of themselves and brought their ideas 1tp ·to date. Someone 
should recommend to the At.omic Cotnt1nissi01~ that that body 
study the sc-ulls of such men-their investigations may revea-l 'a 
most effective screen' against cosmic and · radiodchve contamina­
tions.'' 

~Harold H. Fulton, President of 
G'ivilian Saucer · Investigation;, 
New Zealand. 

NEW BOOKS ~OR THE LIBRARY OF 
SECRETARY QUARLES 

Reports to date indicate thqt Major Keyhoe's new book, Tht 
Flyi1ig Saucer Conspiracy will .bre;ik all records. Cincjnnati sold 
out the first week, likewise many' other cities: If you don't have 
y-:>urs, don't give up-it's absolutely must· rea.ding. 

On the current market is Ci!ptain Edward Rupp~lt's new book, 
The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects, published by · Double­
day & Co. Ruppelt, now a research engineer.for Northrop Aircraft, 
was formerly chief of Project Blue Book -set. up fo r Air, Force in­
v·estigation of saucer reports. In his book. Ruppelt cites many in­
controvertible sighting cases which proves that UFO's are intelli­
gently controlled devices. One such case was a light in the Sagi­
naw Bay area of central Michigan, which was picked (lp by radar 
and pursued by a Lockheed F-94 night fighter, May 29, 1952. Said 
Ruppelt, "A lot of people I kn.cw were absolutely "convinced-. this 
report was the key-the final proof. E'ven if the thousands of 
other UFO reports could be <lis<!artled on a'· teehrlicality; this orie 
couldn't be. These people believed that this report in itself was 
proof enough to officially accept the fact that UFO's were inter­
planetary space ships." 

Coming soo.n is a book with a new slant by Gray Barker, of 
Clarksburg, W. Va., publisher of the Saucerian. The .publication 
date is tentatively set for April 20 and the title is They Knew Too 
Much About Flyin•g Saucers. 

On schedule for January or February is the VFO Annual by 
M. K. Jessup, publisher, Citadel Press. Jessup is the author. of 
The Case For the UFO, a recent best-seller. , . 

Concurrent is H. T. Wilkins' Flying Saucers Uncmsored, a 
'R ... ;+t~h .,,,f-l,n..., .,, ... hn n11"'1"\f.A ~111.:Hl'T <::nornJYt> l'\M fl.h Ao,..,..J.. "Pnht ; ,.l-,.,,.,.. 

METALLIC FRAGMENTS SPRAY OVER FIJI 
Case 127, Yakobu, Vatulele, Fiji Islands, reported 

becember 27, 1955-Whatever the origin and purpose of 
the ffreball and its inexplicable behavior, i.e.,· much like 

: a ranging missile, we look searchingly to other ·relative 
events for a possible clue. Such a clue may be found in 
the report reaching us from Suva in the Fiji Islands. The 
Auckland Star, December 27, '55 reported, "During a 
lightning storm, the village of Y akobu, in Vatulele, was 
showered with metallic fragments of all sizes. Nobody 
was hurt. A possible explanation, said the Star, "was 
that a meteorite exploded at a low level, causing a flash 
tnought by the islanders to be lightning. Such an ex­
plosion could have caused a shower of meteorite fi:ag­
ments. Samples of the metallic shower are to be sent. to ; ) 
the Fiji Mines Department." 

Harold Fulton, of C.S.I., New Zealand, who sent 
C:RIFO the news .item, noted, "I am writing to Vatulele 
authorities for samples of the metallic shower."' Perhaps 
remote, in connection with the Fiji incident, but not 
so remote by nautical miles is the bizarre affair of 'the 
]oyita. This 70 ton cruiser, which steamed out of Apia 
in Western· Samoa: for the Tokelau Islands, Oct. 3, 1955, 
had 25 people aboard, but for some mysterious .reason 
the vessel did not reach the Tokelaus. It was found on 
November 10 "wallowing lifelessly in a light sea" re­
ported Life magazine, but no one was aboard. Unac­
countable was the burned-out semi-circular section on 
topside. We have no way of knowing, but the Joyita 
may have experienced ·a similar "lightning storm" like 
that over Y akobu. 

FIREBALL FINDS RANGE, WRECKS WORKSHOP 
Case .. 128, Adelaide, Australia, June 15, 1955-Par­

don the idiom, but let's face it, something's screwy! In a special report prepared by the Australian Astrono­
mical Society, June 1955, we learn more about the 
ubiquity and. character of the fireball. The report reads 
as follows, ~'There seems little doubt · that the mysterious 
explosion that totally wrecked a shop in the Adelaide 
suburb of Flinders Park at 2: 20 a.m. on June 15 was 
caused by a meteorite. The shop measuring 15' x 20' 
had its :walls blown out, r'oof blown off and contents de­
stroyed:. Authori_ties have ruled out normal causes. In­
vestigating the site before the dangerous walls and roof 
had Been de111olished, the secretary found no marks that 
co'Uld have been tributable 'to a meteorite striking the 
buitdirig. Later ·a watch was mf:J.de as several tons of 
brick and mottar rubble · was removed, much of it charred 
by .the fire phat followed .the explosion. But, no trace of 
ahYthing meteoric was found or could be seen. From the 
large amount of debris present, however, it was possible 
that the meteorite shattered i~to small fragments upon i • 
impact. Evidence favoring the meteprite theory· was given. 
by an eyewitness accoun,t . by a. neighbor who stated that 
before th~ explosion she had seen .a bright fireball flash l_'J 
across the ;;ky in . that direction. . . . The direction of the 
fall".of' the fireball described by the witness agrl:?es with · 
th.e apparent entry of the meteorite into tJie building, as 
it was evident from the way the masonry fell; .. "4 " . 

Ed: The report also stated, " ... the earth was passing through a 
Scprp_ius ·me\eor stream on the date conce~ned." While we are 
aware of the . fact that the fireball in quesMn niay have been a 
wayward " -Scorpiid, W!'! wonder what "meteor stream" can ·be' 
biamed · for ·the "meteor" that crashed into the . home of . Mrs .. 
Hewlett Hodges of Sylacauga, Alabama, November 30, 1954.6 
Too often, the writer believes, it is convenient for astronomers to 
blame meteors 'for anomalies in the sky such as in the Adelaide 
case, or the "meteoric" ·e:xpJ.osion causing . a gaping crater near 
Logan, Utah, May 1, 1954. See Case ,20. See also CRIFO News-

• I I I ' : f ' ' : I 1'f' 

~ . 4.C_i:~lt, Fred Stone, Pres. of Tbe Australian Flying Saucer Research 
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lefter, Vol. II, No. 2 for the story on fireball concentrations over space since that year, we wonder if the silence may also 
Sweden, 1946-47. Paralleling the Adelaide case, we note the follow- conceal the "artificial meteor" tests, which in having 
ing incident from the Swedish reports, ''. · • Some reported that been successful in hitting the moon and Mars, may have, 
they have seen the bombs crash. The strangest report came from 
Central Sweden where a newly built barn collapsed this afternoon in a sense, backfired! For the theoretical possibilities we 
without visible cause. Shortly after the collapse flying bombs had urge every reader to study pages 106-107 in Major 
~en seen. Then there was a sharp crack and the barn fell. · · ·" Keyhoe's new book, The Flying Saucer Conspiracy. Not 

FLAMING OBJECT BASHES HOLE IN to be minimized are the issues discussed by Major Keyhoe 
SIDE OF HOUSE and the pseudonymous Redell, and we quote from their 

Case 129, Lawrence, Mass., Aug. 11, 1955-Possibly conversation as follows: 
related to the "meteoric" cases mentioned above is an inci- Keyhoe : " . .. Missiles like that could cause real trouble. If they hit 

an inhabited planet-say Mars-the people would certainly be-
dent reported by the Lawrence Evening Tribune, which lieve we were trying to attack them . ... " 
reads, "Coming out of the sky in a cloud of smoke, an ob- Redell: "There's another bad angle. If these tests have been car-
ject not yet identified, struck the side of a house occupied ried out recently the saucer people may think we're trying to 

hit their satellites .... So far this UFO race hasn't retaliated, 
,~ by Mr. and Mrs. Rei Bernard, shortly after 1 :30 p.m. though our jets have fired at them several times. But adding 

'· Thursday and made a good sized hole in the house, with up the projectile angle, jet attacks, and then Nike guided mis-
a shattering of wood around it, before it fell to the ground. siles, it could be the last straw .... " 
Sergeant Philip DiAdamo at police headquarters was noti- Keyhoe: "But if there's any proof of a base on the moon or Mars 
tied Of the occurrence by Edmund Rickard, whose wife the government would surely have stopped the tests." 

Redell: "The damage may have already been done." 
was a witness to the object striking the house, and cruising PROJ ECT TWINKLE-UNDER ITS WRAPS 
car squads were sent to the scene to investigate. Mrs. 
Rickard stated that she was on her porch shaking out a THE KEY? 
mop when she saw the object come hurtling through the Speculatively, we see a con,nection between the earth-
sky and hit the back of the Bernard house. She said that shot "meteors' and the fireballs from outer space. In 
it came through the air in a cloud of smoke and hit with essence, if missiles can be launched from earth onto the 
a resounding crash, after which it fell into the yard. Mrs. moon or Mars, then it should be equally reasonable to 
Rickard identified the object as being as big as half a assume that the same operations are practicable in re-
manhole cover and said that it made a hole in the side of verse. But crediting the moon or Mars as the fireball's 
the house about eight inches by a foot, with a shattering lai'.uiching base is a far simpler matter than rationalizing 
of wood all around the hole ... "6 its objectives, for the only pattern recognizable is the 

very Jack of pattern! Like the ~artificial meteors" to the 
A STORY UNTOLD-THE A:DVEN.TURE OF THE moon, they may be relatively harmless missiles sent to 

"ARTIFICIAL METEORS" test the earth's anatomy of air. Such testing would 
We wish to emphasize that our purpose in citing the logically account for the fireballs' patternless or random 

aforementioned near-tragedy cases is not to illustrate evi- behavior. Yet, other theorists aver the fireballs are par-
dences of "interplanetary war", for it is obvious that a tial to certain geographical areas such as the U.S. 
belligerent planetary intelligence would not choose a work- Southwest, which does evince a pattern. While this pat-
shop, a barn, or a family dwelling as vital targets. . If, tern may have been true in the Southwest in 1948-49, 
however, the incidents are traceable to the. fireball bemg fireballs since that period have been sporadically universal 
a type of missile, and that the earth is its random target, and without knowledgeable pattern. But, being so 
then we must explore all the avenues of reasoning, no widespread today may, in turn, lend reason to the fire-
matter how freakish, for the motivation, and, it is here balls' mysterious localization over New Mexico in 1948-
that we introduce "artificial meteors." 49. Perhaps then the focal point was Alamogordo, and 

The subject of artificial meteors was first brought to their purpose was to test and/ or cleanse the atrnospQere 
the writer's attention by Dr. ''LD." in late 1954. At that of its radioactive poisons; but today, with bigger atomic 
time Dr. "L.D." strongly believed that saucers and fire- blasts and the widespread contaminations of the fall out, 
balls were secret U.S. developments. In our pro and· con the "mission" of the fireball may have become expansively 
discussions by letter he referred the writer to an article urgent! However, we have one contradictory note in this , 
written by Dr. Fritz Zwicky, entitled "Artificial Meteors" possible mission of mercy-it does not explain the fire-
which appeared in the July-August, 1947 issue of Army ball visitations over the Baltic area in 1946-47. 
Ordnance magazine. Under the provocative sub-titl~, Still guessing, but coming closer to realistic evidence, 
"Rockets Will Provide Tools for Interstellar Expen- we may also perceive in the fireball's persistent random-
ments" Dr. Zwicky writes in part, ''To open up undreamed ness, the stark possibility that it may be a type of ranging 
of vist~s, the construction of very high flying rockets is missile, a theory to which Major Keyhoe has long sub-
imperative and should be unde:taken wi~h~ut delay. The scribed. Such a device would explain the recent random 
next step involves the launching of rrussiles which are bombardments, and the occasional pinpointing of a par-
capable of escaping from the earth's gravitational field ticular area such as the Baltic and New Mexico. What-
and flying off into interplanetary space, never t<;> return. ever the objective of this ranging device, whether it be 
. . . The artificial meteors are fast enough to ctrcle the experimental, retaliatory. or something far more unin-
earth as 'near-by' satellites. Some may even escape per- telligible to our thinking, we feel that in our guesswork 
manently from the earth's gravitational field and thus we should also take cognizance of the statements, written 
can be used to explore the interplanetary spaces. If the with Air Force approval, which appeared in Look maga-
particles can be made large ~nough,. their collisions, th~t zine, June 1952. Under the title, Hunt For the Flying 
is the resulting flashes on their landings on the moQO, on · · Saucer i~ said in part, ''Especially puzzling have been 
J~piter,- and other planetary bodi~s, are. conceivabl;:, og- ' the h~rizoh~al-fl.ying 'green fireballs' .. . Another branch 
servable with present-day telescopic equipment · · · · x .. of the\l~iruForce, the Air Research and D evelopment 

Dr. Zwicky's arti'cle was not science-fiction; early ex- Command, with headquarters in Baltimore and labora-
periments were undoubtedly c~rried ou~ p~rhaps even tories in Boston, has been studying them in a secret pro-
before the historic 250 mtle ionosphenc flight of the ject called Project Twinkle. Although work on this pro-
w AC corporal in 1949. While we ponder over the dearth ject has been completed, the ARD C refuses to make pub-
of official pronouncement concerning rocket flights into lie its findings. . . : Some Air Force qffi.cials feel the in­

conclusive P roject Twinkle report will n~ver be mad~ & Credit, Fred Collln8's, Lawrence, Mass. 
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public; they won't explain why. Some suggest it would 
expose a foul-up." 

Is it conceivable that this foul-up could be in refer­
ence to the inadvertant artificial meteor program, and 
that Project Twinkle had learned that fireballs were 
retaliatory ranging missiles? Was Dr. Lincoln La Paz, 
world-famed meteoriticist, alluding to the interplanetary 
ranging missile when he said on September 13, 1955 that 
a "shrewd opponent" could wage an ice cube test war 
against this country? Said La Paz, "It is for this reason 
that since 1948, representatives of the Institute of 
Meteoritics have habitually asked observers of the yellow­
green fireballs and other anomalous luminous phenomena 
whether or not pieces of ice or drops of water were de­
tected falling from the sky at the time of the observed 
incident."7 

But, whether the missile is made of ice or of a 
cupreous content, such action does not, we repeat, mean 
"interplanetary war" but it may be the reason for the 
USAF being actively concerned. If such are the facts, 

~ . \ :1 ~ ~ ' 
. ) 

~ • ' (1 

then it is also understandable why the Air Force has 
repeatedly del}ied the existence of saucers, for to announce 
they exist an<l are interplanetary might well force their 
hand into revealing other more unpalatable information 
such as that under wraps of Project Twinkle, or, like in 
cases 128 or 129 or the air disaster of July 12, 1953 off 
Wake Island. 8 

Proving that secrecy is still under the iron fist, the 
writer wrote Captain R. C. White, of the Defense Dept., 
January 7, 1955, requesting certain information regarding 
the green fireball. The reply came from Major William 
W. James, Air Force Press Desk, stating, "Captain White 
is on leave prior to transfer to Spain after having com­
pleted his tour here. I am enclosing a copy of our latest 
press release which answers your questions in this letter." 
In the enclosed ever-popular press release the following 
line was underscored in red, "No evidence of the exist­
ence of the popularly-termed 'flyin~ saucer$ was found." 

7 Crec11t, H. G. Rovner, Pblla ., P3. 
s see pas-es 93-04 and 11 o, t t t, t 12 In Tbe Flying- Saucer Conspiracy. 

L. H. STRINGFIELD, ,Dir. 
C.R.I.F.O. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 

CINCINNATI Z7, OH;IO 

SCIBNTIFIC FILM VERIFIES. SAUCERS EXIST 
In the August 6, 1954 issue of CRIFO Newsletter we wrote briefty 

about the "eclips~ photos" taken by a scientific expedition over 
Norway. We assigned Case 13 to the incident, hoping to obtain 
more information. Seventeen months later Harold Fulton of New 
Zealand sent us a clipping from the London Ev1ming News, written 
by Robert Chapman, dated December 21, 1955, which tells the fol­
lowing remarkable story: 

"What were the two silvery objects photographed by two Nor­
wegian scientists high above the clouds between Oslo and Sca­
venger? Experts were trying to decide in London today when the 
film was flown to London by Mr. Ernest Graham of the Swedish 
Travel Agency. The objects appeared on the screen for about 10 
sec?nds. We saw them swoop into view from a frothing sea of 
whit~ cloud _15,000 ft. ~p. Along _the glowing h~rizon they sped like 
a pair of silver spotlights, keeping an even distance, one slightly 
above the other. They seemed tilted forward, then suddenly leve.led 
off and vanished into the distance. This film was taken from one 
of three Norwegian aircraft in the area at the time. Among the 
passeng~rs w~s General Jorgensen, Commander-in~Chief, Royal 
Norwegian Air Force. Most of the others were scientists of the 
Royal Norwegian Astronomical Society and movie cameramen. The 
film was taken by Mr. John J3.jornulf, chief cameraman. Ernest 
Graham, who was in the plane, told me the objects were in view for 

t half a minute. They were an estimated 15 to 20 miles away. 
'They had the appearance of discs', he said, 'and a metallic glint. 
They must have been of enormous size and seemed to be solid. 
We could detect a rotary movement as they leveled off and 
dwindled out of sight.' Graham said, 'the objects were seen by 
50 people from three aircraft, who afterwards wrote reports on 
what they had seen. But there was no public announcement that 
anything other than the eclipse had been observed. After the film 
was developed the saucer shots were cut olllt. It was feared, I 
understand, that the saucer shots would bring ridicule to a serious 
scientific expedition. A few days ago, however, the complete film 
was brought to London for study.'" 
Ed: We note a few discrepancies when comparing the above re­
port with the earlier one, but feel that the latter one is more 
authentic, for the film was released over many TV stations in tile 
USA, and according to witnesses, the subject matter coincides with 
the British account. One such witness is Dave Reiner of Bellerose, 
L. Is., New York and we quote from his letter, "Last night, De­
cember 26, on most TV news programs in this area, a very inter­
esting one-minute film clip (released by Gaumont-British) was 
shown raising some curious speculation. Taken in 1954 during the 
eclipse, Scandinavian scientists recorded on motion picture film two 
very large UFO's maneuvering overhead. Naturally, this question 
is immediately raised: 'why is this film being released now, with 
semi-official, scientific credence added to it?' Once again, contro­
dictory actions mark the course in the ever-fascinating unfolding 
of the great UFO mystery." 

-· .· Da William E. Daniela 
3218 Roscoe St. 
Dallas, l'exas 

\ 
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SPECIAL ISSUE: EVENTS AND COMMENTS­
A Study of the Flying Saucer Problem 

Major Donald Keyhoe in The Flying Saucer Conspir­
acy cites several singular cases in which aircraft have 
crashed or disappeared mysteriously. One such case is 
that of five TBM Avengers and the PBM Mariner which 
disappeared offshore Florida, December 5, 1945. Ac­
cording to official sources not a trace of wreckage or 
bodies was found though hundreds of planes and ships 
searched for days. 

Readers interested in this case may welcome a clue 
sent in by Thomas E. Russell of Canton, Ohio. Stationed 
at Banana River Air Station at the time of the incident, 
Russell quotes from a clipping he had saved from a 
Miami newspaper which reads, "A merchant ship, the 
SS Gaines Mills, reported seeing flames shoot up 100 feet 
into the air off Ponce de Leon inlet, but no wreckage 
was found in the area Thursday." 

But the clue, if indeed connected with the air disaster, 
offers no easy solution; instead, it deepens the mystery. 
While the unaccountable bursts of flames may suggest the 
simultaneous crash of the five Avengers, it fails to explain 
the crash or disappearance of the solo-flying Mariner. 
Even more inexplicable is the fact that in the theoretical 
five plane plunge, no debris was found. Among the many 
other probable answers to the "flame" mystery is the 
possible fireball answer. Conceivably, a fireball after vapor­
izing its target, might spew up flames upon hitting the 
water surface. 

Since that fateful day ten years ago many freakish 
disasters have been heaped upon the mystery pile. To­
day, with tongue-in-cheek, we muse over the most recent 
air crashes, wondering if the elusive UFO is always so 
calculably evasive, or, if the friendly UFO shares the 
friendliness exhibited in animals. We can offer, as they 
say in the trade, no physical proof that UFO's are re­
sonsible for a decade of curious air disasters, but the 
stack of evidence suggesting this possibility nearly equals 
that which argues for the very UFO's existence. 

Finding the true answer to the disaster phase may lead 
to a Quarles-some dead alley, but if there is proof of 
Ufoperil to aircraft then it is understandable why this 
news is stifled-and with it the entire saucer story. Being 
unable to break through the screen of military and CAB 
"crash" investigations, CRIFO and others of civilian 
status, must depend on the facts these agencies release-­
facts too often meager, ambiguous or contradictory. 
Hence, with so little real evidence we can only pick out 
the fallacies from each reported crash incident and tie 
in known UFO reports relative to the time and place of 
that incident. This is poor proof but the findings are 
better aired than buried-and sometimes show a shock­
ing tie-in! 

THE INTERLOPER 

Case 130, Jacksonville, Florida, Dec. 21, 1955-The 
headlines of a Miami Daily News feature ran, "What Was 
The Thing Pilot Ducked in Fatal EAL Crash?" Staff 
writer, Damon Runyon, J r., who by-lined the story on 
January 26-27, had this to say: "A post-mortem on an 
Eastern Air Lines Constellation showed the pilot was 
ducking 'something' when he crashed at Jacksonville 
Airport, killing all 17 aboard. But what the 'thing' was 
remained a mystery in what observers called the most 
confusing testimony in memory at a CAB investigation." 

Mechanically, the Miami-to-New York liner was func­
tioning normally on an instrument approach in foggy 
weather according to CAB. One aeronautical engineer 
said the plane was traveling at a speed of 140 knots 
when it crashed, although the engines had been cut off. 
Normal EAL speed for such a landing is 115 knots, he 
said, adding, "It appeared a pull-up maneuver was in 
progress at the time of the impact." He reported, the 
plane crashed with the nose slightly down and banked to 
the right. Expert observers who declined to be named said 
indications were that the pilot had seen something that 
caused him to make the maneuver. Adding to the mystery 
was the testimony of a Miami truck driver. He claimed 
he saw two jets shoot in front of the airliner. Said the 
driver, "I saw what I believed to be two jet aircraft, one 
following behind the other at approximately 200 ft. sepa­
ration, at an approximate altitude of 200 ft. Each air­
craft's silhouette had a red and white flashing light. ... 
Immediately following this occurrence, I observed through 
my windshield a big flash." The driver said there was no 
"obstruction in horizontal visibility'' but that he noted an 
overcast. No stars were visible. 

In the testimony, William McKinney, who was observ­
ing the airliner on radar as it was attempting to land in­
sisted that he saw no other plane in the landing pattern. 
George Van Epps, air safety investigator for the CAB, in 
summarizing the numerous statements said there was no 
known military aircraft in the area at the time of the 
EAL crash.1 

AIR DISASTERS WITH ''MISSING LINKS" 
Case 131, England and Sweden, January 21, 1956-­

While Case 130 stumps logical explanation, the follow­
ing is more conjectural but merits study. In a January 
2 l st report from London, the RAF announced the fourth 
military crash in Britain in 24 hours. In all crashes six 
persons were killed and 25 injured. The worst of the 
three was at Wadhurst.2 

1 Credit, Alan Wilcox, F.t. Lauderdale and anonymous contributor. 
2 Credit, H. G. Rovner, Phila., Pa. and Ward Campbell, Glass­

inro, N. J. 
Cont. Page 2 
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March 10, CRIFO enters its third year and a possible big year if 
the saucer cycle is correct. If so and we do witness another tempest 
of visitations while Mars is in close opposition, then perhaps some· 
th ing may happen to throw open the Pandora's lid, but I hardly 
think it will and it would be folly to believe that even a localized 
cataclysm would precipitate an official admission of the saucer's 
existence. 

Looking back, CRIFO has ridden the crest of many greM saucer 
events and through the Newsletter and Orbit it has tried to report 
objectively on the highlights. While we have made mistakes each 
was of human quality and from each we learned. In no instance 
was there an -attempt to deceive or frighten-we worked with the 
best facts at our command, but saucer facts are different than the 
faots embodied in normal pursuits, like pipe-fitting, road-building 
or in elementary mathematics. In saucers, we're dealing with the 
unknown and the facts are a matter of relative personal interpre­
tation. For instance, in the wri ter's "interplanetary war" thesis, 
certain known f <tcts suggested a state of active "challenge" to the 
UFO by the military, but ~he motive for this challenge is highly 
interpretative. In a sense, it may be a military curiosity or a fear. 
If it is fear then the challenge may suggest a state of crisis or 
even "war". But the writer's choice of the word "war" w.as in­
opportune for many readers misconstrued its meaning or implica­
tions. Present.day words, like the facts in Ufology, are hardly ade· 
quate! 
In a few instances, the writer has come within breathing disbance 
of a hushed vital s.tatistic, but in respect to the informant, the 
"secret" was never published. It is essential that confidences be 
kept in this business, but even without the confidant and his hot 
tips, the writer was c-0nvioced long ago that the UFO was an IFO. 

While our goal is to do better in the future, we also like to point 
to one of our shortcomings-the failure to answer letters. It Is 
not unusi1al to receive up to two dozen letters a day. Three days 
ago we got 29. While my wife ably handles all business oorre­
spondence, I'll have to admit that l'm guilty in not answering your 
letter. For sure they are carefully read and filed, but alas the 
workload is so great that only a staff could answer them properly 
and staffs do not come easily and without money. Also wish to 
thank the countless many who have sent us reports of sighings and 
cHpping,s. Without this cooperation Orbit would not be possible·. 
Tonight we are completing the copy for the March Orbit-a prodi­
gious job. Now it g0es to the typesetter- we'll probably be late, 
but we hope the issue was worth waiting for .... 

The series of crashes by themselves show no reason to 
suspect UFO foul play, but another report from Arjeplog, 
Sweden, same date, may supply a tie-in. We quote from 
the Newark Star Ledger: "A mysterious explosion rocked 
more than 100 square miles of sparsely-populated Swedish 
Lapland along the Arctic Circle. Scientists believed a 
meteor had crashed into earth. No aircraft was reported 
missing and there was no other explanation for the blast. 
The source of the explosion was believed to be near 
Arjeplog a village of 850 residents, two miles north of 
stockholm. Residents said the 'meteor', if it was that, 
apparently crashed into a nearby mountain. One ob­
server said he thought his house was blowing up. Rush­
ing outside he saw nothing but 'a sort of lightning over 
the south horizon.' The sky was clear."3 

Ed: We are not straining to tie these isolated incidents together. 
We cite them merely for the record, hoping that the date may later 
reveal additional information regarding either incident or new data. 

Case 132, Near Okinawa, Jan. 27, 1956- Equally un­
ufological is the curious four plane demise near Japan. 
W e know that four planes can run out of fuel simul­
taneously (the writer watched 13 fuelless A-26's crack 
up at Saidor strip, New Guinea, 1944) but the contra­
dictory AP and UP reports aroused our suspicions.4 First 
we review the UP story as it appeared in the Philadelphia 
Inquirer with T okyo dateline. 

"Four USAF jets valued at more than $2,000,000, ex­
hausted their fuel almost simultaneously and crashed 
into the East China Sea after their pilots parachuted to 
safety. Three pilots landed in the water. The fourth 
landed on Okinawa near Okuma. An Air Force spokes­
man said the four were flying on a routine training mis­
sion and ran into a storm while returning to Okinawa. He 
said they skirted the storm instead of risking their 
Sabrejets by flying through it and 'ran out of juice' 
30 to 60 miles northeast of Okinawa because of the 
extra distance they had to travel. He explained, it was 
standard procedure for jet pilots to bail out when they 
ran out of fuel unless they had a landing field in sight." 

T he AP report, appearing in the New York journal 
American with Tokyo dateline, read as follows: "Far 
East Air Forces said the four pilots 'were forced to bail 
out' at about 9 : 30 a.m. No reason for the multiple crash 
was given. T he Air Force said "there is no indication 
sabotage was a factor." It added, a board of officers is in­
vestigating. The four F96F's of the 44th Fighter-l3omber 
Squadron were on a 'routine training mission.' " 

Ed: Why did AP fail to get the "bad weather" and ' 'no fuel" 
story when UP made these factors the obvrous cause of the dis­
aster? Certainly the weather cause sh-0uld have been -:>bvious in the 
beginning as the pilots would have radioed these conditions into 
the base. But the AP story hints at sabotage and talks of further 
investigati<;>n. Why investigate a fait accompli-the we;ither, un­
less the weather and fuellessness were merely excuses oovering up 
another cause which "forced the pilots to bail out?" 

Case 133, Near Marham, England, Feb. 8, 1956-To- . 
day's plane crash.es are alarming in frequency but most 
are shorn of mystery. Occasionally, a "collision" looks 
suspicious for these, too, are as common as kites tangling 
in a M arch wind, but always weird are the simultaneous 
or follow-the-leader crashes involving multiple aircraft. 
We wonder if the real answer is thermal rather than 
petrol. See Case 21. 

3 Credit, John Detweiler, E. Bound Brook, N. J. 
4 Credit, Robert Lydford, S. Ozone Park, N, Y. and H. G. 

Rovner. 



Probably not Ufological but for the record we cite the 
affair of the six British H awker Hunter jets cracking up 
in the usually described follow-the-leader fashion. Offi­
cial explanation: the fighters hit bad weather during a 
long training flight over Eastern England and didn't have 
enough fuel to ride it out. Four pilots bailed out one 
after another, leaving their jets to crash unmanned. A 
fifth cracked up during an emergency landing at nearby 
M arham Field. The sixth crashed out of control into a 
field, killing the pilot. Two other planes in the flight 
landed safetly.5 

Case 134, France, Malta, Feb. 18, '56-Highly 
conjectural, but tabbed for reference is the crash of the 
British airliner carrying 51 military personnel from Malta 
to England. According to the AP account the big plane 
"rolled down the runway at the RAF's L uqa Airfield, 
after a stopover, and took off. A few minutes later the 
airport tower radio cracked with a message from the pilot 
that he was in trouble and was returning. The big plane 
was seen by a M altese farmer as it came swooping in 
from the sea. It lost height rapidly, then plunged into a 
field. 

Reports reaching CRIFO, describing UFO's hovering 
near airfields, are frequent. While we have no reports of 
a UFO in the immediate Maltese vicinity, we were how­
ever, impressed by the report of a UFO loitering near 
another airfield on the same date. The report carried by 
most U. S. newspapers stated that a French airline pilot 
leaving Orly Airport, outside Paris, sighted a large UFO. 
Quoting INS, "At approximately the time the Air France 
pilot said he saw the object radar screens at Orly picked 
up an object said to be twice the size of any known 
plane. The supposed space craft would stand stock still 
for a time, then go tearing off at speeds estimated at 
1500 mph. The pilot, who was bound for London, said 
he noticed that blinking red lights were above him as he 
took off from Orly. He veered away to avoid hitting the 
object, he said, and then watched it shoot away." 

THE LOUISIANA "BALLOON" STORY 

Case 135, Louisiana, J an. 26, 1956-0n J anuary 26, 
Joe Barbieri of New H aven, Conn., heard a radio newscast 
which reported, "a mysterious flash streaked across the 
sky of Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico, east to west. 
Citizens of Cut Off, La., are craning their necks sky­
ward to watch an unknown balloon-like object for the 
past 18 hours. It seems to be anchored in the sky." 
Barbieri comments, "The newscast didn't say whether 
the 'balloon' caused the flash." 

As expected, more news around these incidents came 
in. Richard Hall of New Orleans in a letter adds the 
following, "On J anuary 26, the New Orleans Item printed 
a UP story from Golden Meadow, La. An object was seen 
over the Bayou Lafourche swamps to the east for about 
10 days. It aroused a lot of interest and some pilots 

1

fiew over it. Next day the Item printed a picture of a 
round weather balloon and said it was being used as a 
marker for some exploration group. T hat ended it. There 
were many contradictions in the reports-first the object 
was described as elongated, estimated by D eputy Sheriff 
Gilbert Duet as 30 ft. long and 12 ft. to 15 ft. wide (and 
that ain't round). T he J anuary 27th Times-Picayune 
stated that the object had been seen drifting east on 
Thursday (Jan. 26) afternoon, yet the final I tem story 
said it was was a moored marker! The reporting was so 
garbled that it left doubt in my mind, mainly because 
the owners of the balloon were never identified." 

5 Credit, H. G. Rovner. 

3 

On Feb. 7th early risers saw a strange object bluish in 
color over New Orleans. Acording to the N ew Orleans 
Stat~, weather forecasters "theorized" it was a large 
balloon. At first it was believed to be a fireball because 
of its changing shape and colors. 

CIGAR-SHAPED UFO SEEN BY PAN AMERICAN 
CREW 

Case 136, Over Gulf of Mexico, "abeam" New Orleans 
J an. 22, 1956- William B. Nash, commercial pilot who re~ 
sides in Miami, Florida, sent CRIFO the following report: 
" . .. At 8: 30 p.m., Flight Engineer Robert Mueller of Pan 
American Flight from H ouston, Texas to Miami, 'Florida 
was seated in the copilot's seat. At the moment of th~ 
sighting, the Captain was aft, and copilot T om Tompkins 
was in the left seat. Tompkins had his head bent low over 
the pedestal adjusting the radio direction finders, and did 
not see the object because the engineer was so stunned by 
what he saw that the object was gone before he called out. 
He saw the object which he has sketched below. In his 
opinion, it was something very solid. There was a partial 
moonlight and only small wisps of high cirrus. There was 
a front visible over the southern U. S. to the left. The 
object must have been very large, he said, and it crossed 
from the southern horizon to beyond the front in about 
six seconds. It was only about 30 degrees up from level 
sight t raveling from SSW to NNE. P rior to this sighting 
Mr. Mueller was a complete skeptic regarding UFO's. 
There was no trajectory to path of object." 

The sketch, drawn by Mueller, shows a partial cylin­
drical object, the forward end amorphous; the body, pale 
blue luminescent. The tail or exhaust from the cylinder 
looks like a jet flame, bullet-shaped. T he exhaust portion 
nearest to the cylinder is marked, "spurts of yellow flame 
or light.' The bulbous portion of flame is marked, "pale 
yellow envelope of flame or light," while behind the ex­
haust is marked, "yellow flickering of light." 

Ed: When is a balloon not a balloon, and, a saucer not a saucer ? 
-for sure, the skies over Louisiana will bring no solution. r 
hardly believe Mueller saw a balloon, nor does a balloon seem 
right in trying to explain away the object resting over Bayou 
Lafourche. However, the recent international hubbub over balloom 
has given cause to blame balloons for many unexplainable inci­
dents. One such case is the Czechoslovak charge, February 21, 
that a U. S. balloon caused the January 18 crash of a Czech air­
liner in which 22 persons died. 

THE LIBRARY RESEAR:CH GROUP is happy to an­
nounce the UFO Ammal, edited by M. K. Jessup, Auth?r of 
The Case For the UFO. The Anmwl covers important UFO 
events of 1955, a11d scientific news bearing on Ufology, and 
news about the Bill in Congress to establish a Joint Com· 
mittee on space travel. The Expanding Case for I/le UFO, 
by Mr. Jessup, will be out in a few months, and will trace 
the little man theme back through scientific data for 
30,000,000 years; will show that a colony was probably estab· 
lished on the M0on about A.D. 1860, and that the number 
of "entities" has approximately doubled every 20 years; and 
a start will be made towards interpreting the Holy Bible in 
terms of Ufology by means of an ex.tended and intimate 
analysis of the entire 13th chapter of St. Mark. Orders now 
being accepted. Ami11al $4.95. The Expa11&1ig Case $3.50. 
LIBRARY RESEARCH GROUP, 406-A, Internaitional Bldg., 
1319 F. St., Washington 4, D. C. 



NAVY INVESTIGATES GROUNDED METAL 
OBJECT 

Case 137, Ossabaw Island, near Brunswick, Ga., Sept. 
27, 1955-Like Bayou Lafourche the marshes of Ossa­
baw Island held another mystery. October last, Charles 
Paisley of Atlanta sent CRIFO a clipping from the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, from which we quote: "A Navy heli­
copter will return to Ossabaw Island north of here when 
weather clears for another look at a metal object which 
was spotted in a marsh there last week. Cmdr. M . R. 
Clark, C.O. of the Glynco Naval Air Station, said that 
positive identification has not yet been made. Two pieces 
of the object have been under study at the station since 
turned over to the Navy." 

That the objects under study were not easily identified 
is conveyed in the letter received from the Department 
of the Navy, dated February 9th. We quote from this 
letter as follows : "This is in answer to your inquiry of 
8 January 195·6 concerning the unknown object discovered 
in the marshes of Ossabaw Island, near Brunswick, 
Georgia. This is a matter which is still under investiga­
tion, and it is regretted that this office has no pertinent 
information with which to furnish you." The letter was 
signed by Commander 0 . F . Salvia, Head, Security Con­
trol Branch, Office of Naval Intelligence. 

"IT WAS NOT FROM OUTER SPACE" 
Case 138, Near Porterville, Cal., Jan. 30, 1956-The 

Los Angeles Times, January 31 reported the following: 
"A guided missile crashed into an orange grove 10 miles 
southeast of Porterville but no one was injured. It 
crashed with a terrific explosion on the Baker Ranch 
after circling several times. The missile, from the China 
Lake N aval Ordnance Test Station, uprooted trees and 
left a hole 25xl0, according to reports received by Sher­
iff Sandy Robinson of Tulare County. It landed 400 
yards from the nearest dwelling. National Guardsmen 
from Porterville guarded the area until arrival of a 
truck crew from China Lake." 

Dale Nance Brown who sent the clipping comments, 
"This may be true, but I can't help wondering if it's more 
of "Operation Squash." William A Kohl of Westfield, 
N. J., heard the story on the radio. According to Kohl, 
the Navy said that "weather affected it"-adding perhaps 
antithetically-"It was not from outer space." Kohl 
comments, ". . . it's peculiar that the Navy would fly in 
weather that would effect a missile and secondly, the 
mention that it did not come from outer space. Appar­
ently, this point must have been mentioned somewhere 
along the line or why bother to deny it." 

MYS'l'ERY MISSILE LEAVES BIG CRATER 
Case 139, Newport, England, Jan. 5, 1956-"Some­

thing", according to a London dispatch sent in from Har­
old Fulton of CSI, New Zealand, "fell into a ploughed 
field near Newport (Essex) and exploded leaving a crater 
20 feet wide and 15 feet deep." The blast rocked a large 
area and damaged a number of greenhouses. The police 
found large pieces of metal around the crater, some of 
which were 3 feet across and a half inch thick. RAF' 
officers inspected the crater and took samples. A USAF 
spokesman said: ''We had no aircraft flying in the area 
at the time." General Roscoe Wilson, of the 3rd U. S. 
Air Force was quoted by the Daily Mail as saying that 
a meteorite could not be ruled out. The Air Ministry 
confessed: ''We are mystified." Later, an Air Ministry 
spokesman said the object had been identified as an 
American practice bomb. · 
Ed: In the time required for the report to reach General Wilson, 
why had he not learned the "practice bomb" explanation from his 
s,taff, especially so before playing uJ.> the "meteorite" angle? Cer­
tainly a pilot, drop.ping the bomb, would have reported the incident. 

SEA-SAUCER OR SEARCHLIGHT? 

Case 140, Redondo Beach, Cal., Feb. 9, 1956-It all be­
gan when patrolmen Marvin Poer and John Freeland 
sighted a "ball of fire" plunge behind the Redondo 
Beach breakwater. The mysterious object, bathed in 
flames, descended from the sky and bobbed eerily on 
the water's surface before sinking less than 100 yards 
offshore. Government agencies, including the FBI, were 
notified and expressed intention of joining the investiga­
tion. "It was a big thing" said Lifeguard Lt. Frank 
Rodecker, who rowed out to see the object. "It was 
maybe 15 feet across and it was still glowing down there 
under the water, almost until we got there." 

Onlookers stood on shore until dawn. Finally, when it 
was light the lifeguards donned rubber suits and aqua­
lungs and dove after the "Martians." After about 40 
minutes, they found them-a U. S. Signal Corps sea 
search flashlight! Operated from a special water battery, 
the light turns itself on automatically when the battery 
has been in the water about three minutes. Mrs. I . E. 
Epperson, who sent CRIFO a raft of clippings covering 
the grotesquerie, comments, "As usual, there are dis­
crepancies and the reader is left with unanswered ques­
tions. The police officers reported that the object was 
aglow before it hit the water. There was also no explana­
tion as to what kept the solid object afloat for twenty 
minutes, or longer, and then automatically caused it to 
sink. If something kept it afloat-why did it finally sink? 
Ed : I concur and might add-Nobody heard or saw the aircraft 
which may have dropped the searchlight. And, according to the 
picture of the searchlight, supposedly found, the hal Hnch bulb cer· 
tainly would not appear as a "ball of fire" as reported by several 
observers. 

THE VENEZUELAN SEA-SAUCER 
Case 141, Los Caracas, Venezuela, About mid-January, 

1956-Horacio Gonzales, APRO correspondent, enclosed 
the following report with his statement seen elsewhere in 
Orbit. We quote from Gonzales' letter: " . . . four people 
saw a rapidly pulsating red light fly out from behind a 
mountain horizontally across the horizon and land in the 
sea near Los Caracas. The light then vanished but was 
seen afterwards floating on the surface of the water. 
The group watching the light, thought that a plane had 
fallen into the sea, and one of them, collecting a few 
men set out in a small launch to render aid." Gonzales 
explains that the rescuers ran into trouble when their 
launch's engine stopped. The next day they were towed 
in by the Coast Guard and they told their story which 
Gonzales investigated personally. W,rites Gonzales, "I 
can tell you that the 'People saw some strange device 
which landed on the surface of the sea. The object was 
flying too slow for it to have been a meteor . . . and too 
low to have been a plane. The man who first saw the 
light exclaimed-1what the hell is wrong with that pilot? 
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Is he crazy to be flying so low in the darkness.' A detailed 
investigation revealed that no plane was missing and all 
planes acounted for; besides the airports had no knowl­
edge of any plane flying over that route at that time." 
Ed: Gonzales is presently checking two mysterious plane crashes, 
one occurring near Capaya not far from Los Caracas. 

AIR-SEA PUZZLE INS. W. PACIFIC 
While the ]oyita case--unsolved--drew official inquiry 

in Fiji, new mysteries plagued the Southwest Pacific, one 
paralelling the fate of the vessel under investigation. We 
are indebted to Harold Fulton for the mass of clippings 
he sent us which bear on these late incidents and lend 
weight to our growing belief that saucers and the sea are 
not strangers. 

Newest puzzle, what became of the Arakarimoa? Carry­
ing eight passengers and a crew of 15, the sixty foot 
vessel left Tarawa for port in Maiana in the Gilberts and 
was never seen again. The cargo-700 empty copra sacks 
-was hardly a prize for a submarine, the latest suspect 
for foul-play. According to the New Zealand Herald, 
February 7, the Arakarimoa left Tarawa with her sister 
ship, Aratoba, D ecember 28. Both ships were in sight of 
each other until midnight when the Arakarimoa put on 
speed and went out of sight The Aratoba arrived at 
5: 30 a.m. on December 29 at Tebikerai anchorage, but 
there was no sign of the Arakarimoa. Engine trouble was 
doubted. Capt. A. B. Macadie, in Suva with his ship, the 
Tunaru for survey, said before he left Tarawa on De­
cember 9 the Arakarimoa's engines were extensively 
overhauled. "I imagine it unlikely that the ship struck 
engine trouble," he said. Macadie said the maximum cur­
rent drift was about three knots and the direction WNW 
and WSW. H e said, "In 36 hours-between the time 
of the first alarm and the Royal Colony ship N areau's 
search-the Arakarimoa could have drifted no more than 
100 miles." The Na.reau, which began a sea search from 
Betio on December 30 returned the next night and re­
ported it saw nothing, covering 1700 square miles. 

Suspected were pirating submarines. On February 3, 
a RNZAF Sunderland searched for a submarine sighted 
near Kandavu in Fijian waters by the Captain and crew 
of the motorship, Komaiwai-but the search did not 
locate the sub, according to the Air Force. On another 
occasion a passenger aboard the Tuivalavala between 
Kandavu and Benqa Islands said he and others saw a 
dark object a mile away which resembled a submarine. 
After leaving his cabin he went on deck where pas­
sengers were pointing to an object between them and the 
sun. H e described it as having no mast, but had some­
thing like a conning tower. It disappeared suddenly. 

On February 10, the NZ Herald reported the follow­
ing: ''The Chief of the Naval Staff, Rear-Admiral J. E. H. 
McBeath, does not believe the reports that a sub was 
sighted NE of Kandavu Island recently. 'In all proba­
bility it was a whale sleeping on the surface,' he said. 
'Our reports said that it came within 12 yards of a 
lighted ship. No self-respecting sub captfil? would take 
his ship as close as that unless something had gone 
wrong.'" 

On February 14 came another report of an unidenti­
fied vessel lying inshore near Pawarenga on the west 
coast of Northland, N. z. The strange vessel was seen 
by a fisherman, lying motionless, app:aring about. 40 feet 
long with no mast or funnel and with a sweepmg bow 
and stern. However, the Navy, without investigating, 
said the strange vessel was probably a trawler. A spokes­
man said the report did not "fit in with what we felt 
would be the actions of a submarine.'' But not far away 
from Pawarenga is Leigh. On February. 10, a violent ex­
plosion coming from the sea shook Leigh, bu~ none. of 
the explanations offered seemed to hold up satisfactonly. 

South of Leigh, on the stormy night of February 3, five 
"rockets", thought to be from a craft in distress in the 
H aurika Gulf were seen from Kawau. They went up at 
two minute intervals. On February '6, the NZ Herald 
reported, "Rockets Seen Off Kawau Are Mystery." The 
item said that no ship has been accounted missing and 
merchant vessels in the area have not reported seeing 
any craft in distress. 

With his volumnious clippings, Fulton sent CRIFO a 
map of the general area in question. He also sent us a 
two page report which describes the tracking of UFO's 
by radar on January 21st from the Whenuapai Air Force 
Station. Space prevents reproduction of this report but it 
is timely for the "six particularly strong blips" were 
tracked over Whitianga on the Coromandel Peninsula. 
We note that Pawarenga, where the strange vessel was 
seen offshore, is on that peninsula. While the dates of 
these two incidents are 24 days apart, the arena of 
Hauraki Gulf from J anuary 21 to February 14 seemed to 
be haunted by phantom ships, ghost rockets and "blips" 
in the sky. 
Ed : Latest word, February 16, tells of a government announcement 
which has identified the mystery craft lurking near Fiji as a long· 
range Russian sub. Identification was made from sketches drawn 
by a Fijian skipper who spotted the sub when it surfaced. 6 
Frankly, I'm not sold .... What of Admiral McBeath's "sleep1ng 
whale"? 

BEWND SCENES OF A SAUCER SIGHTING 
Case 142, Gainesville, Florida, Oct. 31, 1955-Seldom 

do we receive so complete a report regarding a series of 
sightings and weird events, but thanks to J . H. Bruen­
ing's thorough investigation we can better understand 
why the Air Force is jellyfishing the saucer problem and 
the world don't care. We quote in part from Bruening's 
letter, thus: 

"Several months ago there was quite a rash of sightings in this 
area. , . . I decided to do a survey of the people who saw the 
saucers. The results were interesting both £or what we discovered 
and for what was not .... To begin, here is what we saw : My 
wife and I had just returned home, the time about 10 p.m ... , 
and turned on the radio. There was a disc jockey show on and 
the announcer broke in and said there were Oying saucers flying 
over the station .. . and we ran iuto the yard to see them. 'With 
us were people from next door. We stood in the front yard am1 
saw four ovoid objects flying north directly overhead . . . then 
turned and flew south until they were out o{ sight." 

Bruening then lists what he and wife had seen- Date, October 
31, 1955; 'l'ime 10 :00 p.m.; Number, 4-Ci; shape, oblong; color, red­
o range incandescent; sound, none; speed, quite slow; sensations, 
none; 'rormation. straight line, later a vee. 

"There was no way t<> tell the dimensions, actual speed, height 
of .the objects at night. My wife said there were six objects in a 
straight line, I saw four that seemed to fly in- a vee formatbn. 
(Here was a variation in the observations of two people looking 
at the same thing at the same time which makes any survey only 
half correct at best). The radio station was deluged by calls as 
was the police station. The official explanation was that it was a 

6 Credit, Jim McAshan III, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Compliments 

DR. E. F. BARROWS 
(For Basic Remedies) 

142 N. Echols Street Monmouth, Oregon 

BETTER HAIR THRU BODY CHEMISTRY 

A new and reasonable method for improving the 
health and growth of hair. Free details mailed 

on request. 



Right of B-35 bombers refueling at 32,000 feet and . there we1:e 
eight in formation. The facts warrant some speculation on this 
however. The objects were silent, thus if they were pl'anes they 
would have been at a high altitude, yet in appearance they seemed 
very close and large compared to aircraft I have seen tha t were 
flying high enough to produce no sound. 

"The survey was handled like this: I mailed over a doz~n ques­
tionnaires with a self-addressed stamped envelope. Also included 
was a personal letter explaining the survey. Results : not one re­
turned. I then had a four inch art icle in the Sunday local paper 
explaining the survey :and asking fo: information. Results: Two 
phone calls neither person cooperative. I then had a spo t an­
nouncement over each of the three local radio stations over two 
<lays. Results: none. I contacted _the ~olice, forest service, local 
National Guard. Result: 15 quest1onna1res filled out. The other 
questionnaires were filled out by people I contacted in person, total 
26. One man was converted from non-belief as result of sightings, 
several said the objects were from another planet-as a rule no 
one changed opinion. 

"There was a great deal of criticism of the people who saw the 
saucers. One police offi<:er a lmost quit •the force due to the ridicule. 
This social pressure I feel sure caused many people to deny that 
they had seen anything and caused the survey to be unsatisfactory. 
See Scientific America-1~, Nov., 1955, "Opinions and Social Pres· 
sure" by S. E . Asch for an interesting experiment ill which people 
denied an obvious conclusion under the infl uence of social pres­
sure." 

SAUCER NUMBS POLICEMAN 
Case 143, Williston, Florida, Nov. 2, 'SS-Two persons 

reported mysterious objects that lit up large areas of 
ground at night with a light brighter than the sun. One 
of them, C. F . Bell has been a Williston city policeman 
for three years. The Gainesville Daily Sun reported the 
story as follows: Bell was on routine duty Sunday about 
10: lS and was parked in the heart of the town when 
he saw six lighted objects approaching from the south in 
formation ... moving slowly. Occasionally, he said, one 
of the objects would be left behind and put on a burst 
of speed to catch up. Then after the objects had passed 
over Williston, one of them turned in a gradual bank 
and began losing altitude. Bell then rode about a mile 
and a half north where it appeared the object was head­
ing. Bell said he got out of his car and the object mov­
ing very slowly, passed directly over him. For about 
seven minutes, Bell said he had the object in close view. 
The light from the object was so bright that it lit up an 
area SO to 70 feet in diameter. The light was steady and 
the object so bright that, at that range, it could not be ob­
served directly. The policeman said he judged the object 
to be about lSO feet distant from him and guessed it to be 
about three feet wide. It was shaped like a wash tub, was 
pu,re white and there were no marks, windows or other 
icf entification. There was no sound, reported Bell, and no 
ddor but the heat of the object gave him a stinging sensa­
tion like he had never experienced. He said his clothes 
became hot. Part of his body felt like a foot or leg had 
"gone to sleep'', tingling all over. The object then moved 
off to the east and disappeared from view. Bell had con­
siderable experience with aircraft during World War II. 
Nothing, he said, resembled the object he saw and felt 
Sunday night. Bell was interrogated in Ocala by two Air 
Force officers. 

Case 144, Williston, Florida, Nov. 3, 'SS-Monday night, 
Sam Verones, cafe owner, was returning from closing his 
place about 9: 30 p.m. He told the sheriff that as he was 
approaching his porch the ground suddenly lit up as of 
from a spotlight brighter than any he had ever heard 
of. Before he could get a direct look at the object which 
was shining through the tree, he said it had moved across 
the railroad. tracks. The only other witness to this object 
was a negro man in a car, and he jumped out of his car 
in fright as the area lit up. 
Ed: The reports of UFO's over this general area are too numerous 
to mention, but we might add that Levy County Deputy Sheriff, 
H.- A. Perkins, also of Williston repo'fted seeing objects both Sun-

day and Monday nights, fitting the descripfion Bell gave. Another 
notable report described a UFO over Ocala's Taylor Field airport. 
One -:if the observers of the strange craft was Air Force S. / Sgt. 
}. Wright, left at tlrat tield .to observe UFO's. Photographs were 
taken of the UFO Monday night by Fred Ward, photographer of 
the Florida Alligator, University of F lorida weekly newspaper. 

FLYING SAUCERS AND PUBLIC OPINION 
While saucers have been kicked from pillar to post in 

the press and slicker media, the lone ufologist-a tireless, 
patient and diligent worker-seldom rose to challenge. 
He knew from experience that the odds were against 
him, or remembered his social aplomb. Disarmingly, he 
said, "let Joe do it." But J oe didn't either. As it turned 
out the usual handful did all the moving and, gaining 
recognition, they became "experts." The writer has be­
come an "expert", but actually he isn't-he's just one: 
of the J oes willing to stick his neck out. 

While this neck has been hacked at frequently it has 
managed to keep its head. Encouraging? Yes, if only to 
show that if one's conviction is strong enough, no odds 
will deter his cause. Today, UFO interest is growing and 
to keep apace of this prosperity, CRIFO calls on every­
one to forget his social aplomb and join in the challenge. 
For this we need unity and voice. CRIFO now offers the 
Orbit as the "voice" and already many responsible people 
have complied with the writer's recent request for a 
statement touching on the UFO problem. We hope in 
the future, space permitting, that many more representa­
tives will be added 

"The recent Air Force pronouncement that 'no objects such as 
those popularly described as flying saucers have overflown the 
United States' is by no means a scientific finding. The extensive and 
expensive so-called investigation of this -physical phenomenon of 
UFO's was carried out under the supervision of the military with 
a group of unnamed employed scientists serving as subordinate 
clerks and stat isticians. The narrowly statistical .approach to the 
subject no matter how administered or how exacting ly carried out 
could not under any circumstances yield anything like a solution 
to the problem and certainly not an explanation. o f these mysterious 
objects. 

"The so·callcd fi ndings, highly publicized by the Air Force Secre­
tary is based upon the false premise that a temporary lull in the 
frequency of unexplained sightings proves the non-existence of 
these obj ects. Even if there were an abrupt end to reports '>f 
UFO's, and such is by no means the case, the great accumulated 
mass of substantial unexplained sightings ·through-:iut the world 
would still remain the greatest unsolved scientific mystery of all 
times." 

-Charles A . Maney, 
Head of Dept. of Physics, 
Defia.1u:e College, Ohio. 

"The now existent international silence about UFO's constitutes 
the most vital of the UFO mysteries. What great force could pos­
sibly behoove world governments into secrecy? All answers con­
sidered, fear of some g reat menace or danger is the only answer 
that fully answers the question. We have, by painful experience, 
seen the Air Force indifference to the UFO.. If fear was not the 
reason. in my opinion, the silence would have ended years ago!" 

-Charles W. Paisley, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
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"Saucerites love to make hopeful predictions about a break in the 
censorship blackout. I believe this is wishful thinking and we 
should cure ourselves of it by taking a hard realistic look at the 
present situation. The Air Force, the scientists, and the press­
the three groups that determine what the public thinks about 
saucers-are fully committed to the anti-saucer position. They have 
managed to defend it through thick and thin for almost nine 
years, and it will take a cataclysm to budge them now. 

"And they exercise enormous power, by direct or indirect meth­
ods. Already they have created a climate of opinion in which any­
one can publicly attack the extra-terrestrial theory in perfect safety 
-regardless of what gross ignorance or bias he displays in the 
process-but he cannot defe11d it without risking his business, his 
reputation, '.:> r his professional career. "Don't use my name"- tha! 
phrase is the give-away. The influential saucerites are vulnerable, 
one way or another. They do not feel free to speak out. 

"The {lther saucerites are too few (compared to the total popu­
lation), too scattered, and too insignificant to form an effective 
_, ressure group. True, there is a certain. random, unorganized 
growth of interest in saucers among the general public, but this 
means absolutely nothing in terms of the influence, power, and 
pressure that will be needed to convince officialdom. The saucers 
themselves, of course, could prove ·their existence beyond question 
in 24 hours. But so far they have not cooperated, and what real 
reason do we have-aside from our desire for it-to expect that 
they will change their policy? Even a great rise in sightings in 
19!16, if it occurs, may have no result-large numbers did not 
change the picture in 1952. 

"Let's continue to ·hope for the big breakthrough, but by no 
means oount on it, still less try to predict when or how it will 
come. We are a resistance movement, not the main invasion army, 
and we may have to brace ourselves for a long fight.. There is 
plenty to do. We should keep on recruiting new guerilla fighters. 
We should continue to collect, investigate, and analyze saucer sight­
ings. We should enoo.urage serious saucer research wherever we 
find it. We should continue to challenge the saucer nonsense that 
the press will continue to publish. Any fight is better than no fight 
at all-especially since the Air Force, with the present situation 
sewed up tight, would probably like nothing better than to see all 
civilian inquiries die of frustration and discouragement." 

-lso.bel L. Davis, 
New, York, N. Y . 

"We feel that the evidence in support o f the UFO being hostile 
is so small in comparison with the more overwhelming evidence 
o f their peaceful intent, that we so far cannot subscribe to any 
major idea of their hostility. This view is taken after a compre­
hensive survey of all reports from around the wo.rld, and feel had 
they a desire to have done so they could have made attacks long 
ago and with much more advantage for we were then totally 
without knowledge of them. 

Regarding censorship <Of authorities: Speaking for Australia, so 
far we have had no censorship imposed on us as a society and ca11 
truthfully say that our Security Dept., on this subject has given us 
good consideratio11 from time to time. Whilst they have made no 
open statement of their beliefs either way, they have in all corre­
spondence and interviews stated, "The have 011 01>e11 mi11d 0 11 the 
subject." This is admittedly non·committal but at least they do not 
openly deny saucers as do other governments .... " 

-Fred Sto11e, Nat'l Director, 
Australu:m Flyitig Saucer Rese<J;rch Society. 

"I think I w111 let my book speak for itself on this very 
interesting and controversial issue of the UFO. I have done my 
best to keep it factual and unbiased and tell the complete story.'' 

-Edward J. R1'P/>elt, A1ithor of new book, 
The Report 01i Unidentified Flying Objects. 

"It is beyond comprehension that the Air Force can ·possibly 
justify putting the Amerkan Public nine years behind in getting 
accustomed to the strong possibility that we are not alone in the 
universe. This is 'playing God' and is not included in Air Force 
duties or privileges. It is also placing a fearful panic weapon in 
·be hands of our earthly enemies. It is my current belief that the 
public should be brought up to date and kept up to date by the 
public servants we are pay_ing to ~nvestigate _the UF:O's in ~ur 
skies. No group has the right to mterfere with public education 
regarding the most significant thing that has happened to this 
planet since B.C. became A.D." 

-William B. Nash, 
Miami, Florida... 

"There is a growing belief in Venezuela that the UFO or 'Pla­
tillo Volador' is of extraterrestrial origin. I have spoken to doc­
tors clergymen, eng ineers, newspapermen, intellectuals and the 
Mai; on the Street and the majority of them can see no other ex­
planation but the interplanetary one. Those who scoff, have not 
taken the trouble to study the matter and the hundreds of cases 
reported by persons of repute and professional standing.. With re­
gards to official circles and opinion, I have reason ro believe that 
not only are the facts proving of interest but that the matter is 
being studied. . . . 

7 

"Regarding hostility, of the six landings reported three have 
.been of a h'.:>stile nature and one in which the hostility was pro­
voked. In the Petare incident, Gustavo Gonzales, terrified out of 
his wits, grabbed the dwarf with the intention (as he says) of 
taking it to the truck. The dwarf, drawing strength from some 
unknown source, easily knocked him 15 feet away and he arose, 
jackknife in hand to combat whatever it was. His astonishment 
must have been great when, on stabbing at the dwa'ff, the sharp 
knife slid off some hard surface and an intense light, directed 
from the hovering sphere blinded him. 

"From the reports of the Carora case, this was definitely an 
attempt to kidnap one of the boys, and if it was not for the 
desperate action of one of them, who knows what would have 
happened. Gomez, one of the boys says-'! fainted when one of 
the dwarves, with exceptional strength, tried to drag me to the 
spherical apparatus and push me inside'-The other, Lorenzo Flores, 
seeing his friend in the clutches of the strange being acted in des· 
peration; he did not think of shooting, but seizing the gun by the 
barrel let the dwarf have it O'n the shoulder and the gun broke in 
two. What may have also saved the boys is ·that the lights of a 
truck came into sight at this time; the flattened illuminated sphere 
rose out of sight, the truck passed and the two boys beat all 
track records in getting to the police station where they related 
their story, 

"The Zulia encounter is different. Jesus Paz might have sur­
prised the dwarf in some act or other, or perhaps, the dwarf, see­
ing the car stop and one person emerge, decided to wait in hiding 
and observe. But then, why did it attack Paz clawing the whole 
length of his back. 

"Then we have the Valencia case. In this case the jockey, Jose 
Parra really surprised the dwarves when they were pulling the 
boulders from the side of the highway and loading them aboard 
their strange craft. Parra had not the least idea of what was 
happening. He was o ut doing roadwork to lose weight for the 
races and was stopped short by the strange scene. He turned to 
run, the dwarves spotted ·him and one of them shone some ray 
which hit him in the back, knocking him fl'at. Scrambling to his 
feet and looking over his shoulder he saw the sphere rising ver­
tlcally into the air. He also lost no time in reaching the police 
station and relating what he saw. 

"My opinion is that these beings may not be hostile or have 
hostile intentions brit will prove to be dangerous if provoked.. The 
ge'.:>desic survey of the earth seems to be continuing · and they ma} 
be planning to make contact with us. There is something on earth 
which has obliged them to visit in such numbers. This 'some­
thing' is what they are in need of or would like to have, and 
sooner or later they are going to make attempts ro get it. I also 
believe that they have already made attempts to contact us by 
signals or some other means and that we have been completely 
ignorant of these trials. I sitrongly suggest that instead of trying 
to shoot them down, some cornp1·ehensive system be adopted to try 
and signal them first for friendly contact. We are up against a 
problem of tremendous importance and no resource known or facet 
of hunYan ingenuity should be left unexplored to see that .this 
problem be handled the right way and with the seriousness and 
attention it merits." 

-I-lorncio Go11zales, G., 
Ca.racas, Ve11ez1u·la. 

"As puz7.ling as the enigma of the UFO itself has been the 
attitude of the U. S . Air Force about flying saucers. I believe that 
the general concensus among civilian saucer resear~hers has been 
that the Air Force knows a great dea.J, if not all the answers, but 
is hiding the information from the public because of fear of panic 
or for other perhaps good reason. 

"Of course we can only make what we consider good guesses, 
but throughout my research the opinion has swelled beyond all 
others that the Air Force itself doesn't know much more than we 
civilan researchers about the saucers. If we can believe Ruppelt'<i 
new b'.:>ok, and I believe we can, the Air Force ·has badly bungled 
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the job of investigating UFO's, this because of the bureaucracy 
perhaps necessarily typical o f a large military machine in peace­
time. Their investigation's effectiveness has also been harmed by a 
constant negative attitude about UFO's, or in other words the ap­
parent will to explain away the phenomena, as opposed t~ a per­
haps equally ineffective attitude of some civilian investigators to 
weight their conclusion toward an interplanetary explanati?n. 

"My opinions, however, cannot explain the interference with 
certain civilian investigators who have stated they were told to 
"shut up" about saucers once they had what they considered in­
formation which would explain the mystery. Perhaps, as my new 
book, THEY KNEW TOO MUCH ABOUT FLYING SAUCERS 
will s uggest, it may not have been the Government, but some othe; 
terrestrial agency, that has intimidated certain saucer inve~tigators." 

-Gray Barker, of Clarksb11rg, W. Va., 
Author of comd1~g new book, They 
Knew Too Much Aboilt Flyi11g Saticers. 

"Press releases hinting at the existence and at the same time 
denying the possibility of flying saucers, have led the public to the 
ultimate conclusion that our Air Force doesn't want its people to 
know the real facts behind the saucers. If this means danger exists, 
then the people should be told the entire truth, as they have been 
told o n what to expect in atomic war. The public will resign them­
selves to accept the saucers. The present facts, good and bad, 
must be revealed gradually, giving the people time to think and 
form their own opinion." 

- Frat1k C. Gallagher, 
Roseville, Mich . . 

"The Air Force policy of silence and evasion regarding the 
mystery o f U FO's has been entirely successful in the past and 
there is little evidence that this policy will be changed in the future. 
Therefore, it appears to be up to responsible civilian researchers to 
carry out, as well as they can, a scientific system of research, in­
vestigation and evaluation in an attempt to bring reliable facts 
about this scientific anomaly to a sadly misinformed public. It is 
the sort of responsibility that must be discharged cautiously and 
objectively by serious investigators; there is no longer any place 
le£t for assumption and rumor, for the damage done by irre.spon­
sible story-tellers has beclouded a little understood subject with 
ridicule. Every aspect o f the issue must be carefully examined and 
reliably confirmed before it is presented for general consumption; 
until all researchers realize this, the state of confusion no w pre­
vailing will continue indefinitely," 

-Ted Bloecher, Pres., 
·Civilian Sa"cer fotelligence, 
317 East 83rd S t., N. Y. 28, N. Y. 

"The reasons for censorship are obvious: The foundations of the 
world, the 'isms' and 'ologies' would crumble. This will not be 
allowed unless there is no other course. The government must 
feel confident that our space entities will not reveal t hemselves t<> 
the masses .. , . If this be the case, then why upset our applecart, 
let the governments of the future worry about it then. This must 
be the prevailing logic. Therefore, I think, that only if circum· 
stances so dictate will we ever get an official government announce­
ment that the UFO is interplanetary. We may receive off-thc­
record remarks from lesser officials who arc worried about the 
situation. . . ." 

-H. G. Rov11er, 
Philadelp/t.ia, Pa. 

L. H. STRINGFIELD, Dir. 
C.R.I.F.O. 

7017 BRITTON AVE. 
CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 

" ... There are only two tenable explanations for the apparent 
duplicity of the U. S. Military in the matter of UFO. They are 
eith~r: (1) Covering bigoted ignorance; or, (2) they are in pos­
session o f ~nowledge of such devastating import that its disclosure 
to the nation a!ld ~he w? rld \~ould produce a par~lyzing fear. 
The first alternative 1s the most likely, and an explanation for their 
reasons could take many facets. But none o f them seem justified 
by a complete review of the facts. The sheer love of secrecy 
COULD be an explanation, but it is almost unbelievable. The fear 
o f admittii.1g ign<_>rance or _impotency is more likely. The bigotry 
of dogmatic pre-Judgment 1s even more probable, but in the face 
of the evidence and its significance, the withholding of facts for 
such a childish reason seems to be beyond even the normal bureau­
cratic love of side-stepping issues. 

"That leaves number two. Since we know that the UFO's are 
not a1~y dcvelo_Pi:nent o f modern ~ations, _then. they are from space, 
and either ongmated there or 111 prehistoric terrestrial civiliza­
tions, as explained in The Case f or the UFO. We will not debat 
these two possibilities, since the UFO come from space in eithe 
case. The point is that those UFO ?f the distant past have not 
demonstrated harmful intentions, so, if the Air forcc is fearful its 
fears are based on some type of horror whose nature they k'n.ow 
and _are CX?ncealing. fo The £xpa11di1ig Case for Ille UFO, to be 
published 111 a few months, [ have delved very deeply into Selen­
ology, the study o f the Moon. 'l'here 1 find some evidence that a 
colony of some kind appe>ared on the Moon about 1865 when the 
crater Linne was covered by a white nebulosity about eieven miles 
in diameter . The number of these white spots has since increased 
tv aho 11t 209, and the vigilant British Astronomers call them 
"&•wi· r II!'ts" because of their dome-like shape. Their number 
has approximately _doubled every twenty years since the first one 
took over a prornment lunar crater. Is something coming no w 
from those colonies? Is that what the Airforce knows and fears?': 

- M. K. Jcss1tp, Arahor of comi11g 
new book, The UFO A111111al. 

"The most interesting aspect of creating the factua l space travel 
television shows for Disneyland has been the exciting oontacts we've 
made with the s.cientists, engineers and ~hysicis~ i:onnected directly 
or remotely with the government guided m1ss1lc and artificial 
satellite program. The one question that seems to start the fur 
Aying, good·naturedly and otherwise, is when we ask "What do 
you think about flying saucers ?" The answers run r ro1~1 "It's very 
absurd I" all the way down to "If a flying saucer landed on my 
lawn tomorrow, I wouldn't be at all surprised!" 

"Even though we have to be factually conservative on our tele· 
vision shows, we try to present the subject of space travel with 
an open mind, hoping the audience will be stimulated to receive 
the program the same way. However, where there's smoke there's 
fire. I think your readers would be quite surprised and gratified 
to know that there are many young engineers reported to be 
secretly wo rking overtime on the bi~ important key to future space 
travel- the a nti-gravitatio nal drive I ' 

-Ward Kimball, Director, 
"T omorr owla11d" TV Series, 
Walt Disney Productions. 

William E. Daniels 
3218 Roscoe St. 
Dallas, 'l'exas 
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